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of St. Andrews and Ediiburgh.
lately had a. strange experience. In
the course of soime recent repairs at
his private asyluimi nlear Edill)lgh.
ihe workmen were sîtrictly enjoined
not, to converse with anv of the pa-
tients. Onie morning Sir John ap-
peared on the scene and addressed a
asual querv to a painter. This mere-

lY clicited a stoiiy stare. When the

queston was repeated1 the w'orkmuan
xclaimd: 'Awa' *wi Ve,' deleeriouis
deevi, I c.mna he bothei-ed wi' ye.
Then, as if r,4!ecting that tIis re-

i'onlstralice was to c'rushinig, he add-
ed in a gentler tone, Bt Ili sorrV
foi yO a-' the samie.

POST-OPERATIVE PSYCHOSES.

A conriuut ion to ihe Study of
Post-Operative Psychos, hv E.

Sclffltze, appears in a recent issue of
Zc hrt 'JifIt ,.fu Virg ihe w rit-
er agr-ees with tiose who believe that,
tdhe so-called post-operative psychoses

in the vast majority of cases are not
true pysehoses, but are forns of
"post-operative deliriumi." Trîue psy-
choses following operation are exceed-
ingly uncomumon.

The so-called post-operative psv-
chosis may occur after any operation,
but is most comm1on in nervous pa-
tients-as in those suffering froi
Basedow's disease. li inany cases
there is an hereditary tendency to a
disturbance of the mental balance.

In a, large proportion of the cases
such post-opeua'tive conditions as 'tox-
aemia, inanition, fever, weakness (as
from carcinoma or chronic diseases),
and abscess formation will be found
as underlving causes of the disturbed
m)ental state, and. when these condi-
tions are renoved (if their removul
be possible) the psyclosis will often
disappcar very rapidly. Under any
circumstances. the prognosis is in gen-
eral good, although sone cases becone
chroni c.
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