
OSLER-ADDRESS IN MEDICINE.

Thirdly, ils progressive character.-Based on sciec ce. medicine las
followed and partaken of its fortunes, so that in the great awakening
which lias made the nineteenth iemorable among centuries, the profes-
sion received a quickening impulse more powerful than at any, period in
its historv. With the sole exception of the ncchanical sciences, no other
departnent of humuain knowledge lias undergone such a profound change
-a Change so profound that we wlio have grown up iu it have but sliglit
appreciation of its momentous character. And not oily in what has
becn acmally accomplislhed in unravelling the causes of disease. iii per-
fecting ietlods of preventioi and in wholesale relief of suffering. ut
also in lie uniloadigii of old fornulhe and in the substituttion of the
scientific spirit of frce enquîiry for cast-iron dogmas we see a promise of
still greater achieveiienL. al of a, more glorious future.

And lastly, Ile professioi of imedicine is distinguished from all others
by ils singular beneficience. It alone does lie work of charity in a.
Jovian or God-ike wav, dispensing with free hand trulv Promnetheain

gifts. Jlere aire tllose wlo listei to Ile vho have seei three of the ml ost
benignî eidowmîents granted to the race since the great Tiltal stole fire
froi the leavens. Scarch the scriptures of human achievemîîent and you
cainîot, parallel iii benelicience Ameasthesia, Saiitation, with al] tliat it
iiielcles. and Asepsis-a short lialf-cenatury's contribution towards the
practical solution of the problems of human suffering, recgarded as etenal
and insoluble. We forim ailiost a miîonopoly or trust in this u)siiiess.
Nobody cse comes into active competition with us, certainl]y iot the
other learnied professions whicli continue along the old lines. Every
few years sees sone nîew coiquest, so that we have ceased to wonder.
The work of lalf-a-clozen men, headed by Laveran, lias iade waste places
of tlie earili haibilable and the wilderness to blossoni as the rose. The
work of Walter Reed and his associates will probably make Yellow Fever
as searce in the Spanisli M4aii as is typhus fever wifh us. There seemîîs
to lbe no limit to the possibilities of scientific niedicine, and while phil-
anthropists are turniig to it as to tlie hope of ulimianlity, philosopliers
sec. ais in some far-oiY vision, a science from which mîav coue in the

prophetie words of the Son of Siracli, " Peace over al]lite earth.

Never lias the outlook for tlie profession been briglter. Everywhere
Ilie physician is better trained and better equipped than lie was twenty-
live vears aigo. Diseasc is nderstood more tloroughlly, studlied more

carefully and treated more skilfully. The average suni of human suffer-
ing lias been reduced in a way to inake the angels rejoice. Diseases
familiar to our fathers and grahdfathers have disappeared, the death rate
fron others is falling to the vanishing point, and public liealti iicasures
have lessenîed the sorrows and briglitened the lives of millions. The
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