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Professor Benedikt's cases were nearly all Slavonians or Hun-
garians, and though Betz of Kieff, a leading authority, acknow-
ledged the atypy of his specimens, it would have been more satis-
factory to have had a comparison between these specimens and an
equal number taken from law-abiding members of the same races.
It may be urged that in Hospital patients the brains should con-
form in considerable numbers to this 2nd or confluent fissure
type, as many of them are individuals in the lower ranks of life,
and not a few belong to the criminal class. This applies, how-
ever, much more forcibly to dissecting-room material, which, as
Dr. Benedikt says, " consists of the remains of those who have
suffered complete shipwreck in life through low grade of intelli-
gence, imperfect motor development, or through crimes and vice."
In the series of brains which I examined, there were no dissect-
ing-room specimens, and it did not include the brain of any
notorious criminal so far as [ am aware.

As to how far confluence of fissures is indicative of a low type
of cerebral organization we also want fuller informatioi. When
existing in high degree, there is certainly an absence of many
important annectants or bridging areas of brain substance, but
when we consider the variable size of convolutions bounding the
typical fissures, it is easy to sec that defect in one part might be
more than compensated for by excess in another part, and even
a neighbouring part. In several of the brains which J examined,
notably No. 10, the confluent fissure type. existed in an organ
with a rich convolution system. In the brain of Moreau, the
retro-central fissure on the left side was separated from the
inter-parietal by a distinct gyrus,which might as well be regarded
as an excess, as absence of an annectant and confluence of two
fissures might be considered a defect.

With reference to the type of four frontal convolutions which
Prof. Benedikt has found in such a large number of his speci-
mens, I will only say that in 10 of the hemispheres examined it
was observed in a greater or less degree of development. No-
where was it better seen than in the brain of Hayvern. To
enter upon the anatomical significance of this would be beside
the question on this occasion.


