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the ability of aIl thcy admit te shord i
thieir adventurcs. Th'le claver lads, o
course are selected first; others, as the'
grow up, followv various branches of th
art of thieving, just as they cani formn ac
quiaintances for confederacy and unity o
action. Some go to starringt (working ou
a square of glass iii a peculiar manner)
others continue s9neaks, only varying thel.

lbjectýs of attack, by whiclh they obtaiti
more money (vide under the hicad o
sneaks) ; others get irite the service o
iteusebreakers ;-all either meeting wvîti
employymcnt as thecy risc ini years, oî
transportatieni, cxcept a fev rescued foi
a tiniie by the Society for the Refuge o~
the Destitute. Frei this statemient, il
appears tlîat thera is aiways iii seciety u
certain and a larger numiber of boys, borr
of leov parents, whio are uneducated, and
wvhoeitim-,r by the early deathi of thecir pa-
rents, or their ne;giect, are threvn. almesi
in infiîncy inte the streets, cither te pick
up a living by stealing, or to starve--

'With none to check, and few te point in time,
The thousand paîlis that siope the way te crime;il

and that these, as is the custom in ail
grades of tlic community, asseciate te-
gether, and enter inte mutual compact for
their general def--nce. Talk of seheols !
The wvorhlI is their schooi, and every heur
of their life spent in passing frem. one
probation of crime to aniother; for the
commencement of which. no one but their
God ean, xnorally speaking, hold tliem re-
sponsibie.

"lAs they appear over and over again
before the seat of justice, they are booked
hardened offenders. This a great mis-
tàke; they are offenders, but net harden-
ed. The generaiity o« thein, -when
young, are highly sensiti*e; nd among
themselves, they entertain. ail liea ameni-
ties- of -which our natures are susceptible.
Tkey are >deemed hardened because they
resort té crime over and over again : the
trnth is, they'have no other alternative.
I have knoWn many makce serions and
sincere resolutions of reformaation ; but
the abhorrence of inanition, so intimately
iiiterwoveîî witli our natures, enforces--the
neeessity of liaving rc-course to the only
mode to t1xéi ôpen of supporting life.
It i., ludicious to hear the talk about nur--
series and placesr of tufitioin, as ifi esta-
blishments of'this, kind' werc instittnted
as' Ioioding1schoolÎ are, tàs publie. 'Tfhe
inuirteries 'aid schbôlsare thie places«where

ii they meet ; and they must con gregate
if soniewliere, unless, like the late Lord
y Barrymore, eachi member of our aristocra-
e tieat bodywill take eue for a tiger. 1
- wvil1 answer for there being quite enough,
C on. the t.own to stapply thern, and tnder-
t take te fiad thenii eut tee, in mare charity
;te the boys. To sumii tip ill, they are

r placed in seciety just xvhere they are
* by accident of birthi, as almost the whiole
f of its memnbers are. Wlien I say they
f frein birtl -arc placed in a situation se as
i te leave iieni ne -alternative but te steal
r or starve, 1 speak of them ns a bedy;

cter are exceptions; and 1 amn serry te
r add, that imany cases have cerne te xny
tknowledge of p-arents teaching iiid send-
Ling out their chidren te rob; and of
othiers who, thougli thecy do net urge its
commission, connive at it. I will ad-
dace- one instance, strikeing enoulIi, tind
the truth cf whichi 1 ean safcly avouch ;
it wvas told nie by the boy's ncle, w~ho,
eue mernin>g, being- at the l ad's làthier's
lodgaings, whici the boy carne inte the
rooni, and seeîng nothing te eat for break-
fast but bread and butter on the table,
lie said,-' What ! nothuig for breakfast?
Ahi ! waif a bit-' lie than wvent eut,
and in a quarter of an. heur came back
ivith rump steaks and a pint cf rurn, bc-
sides having money in his peeket. Hie
had gene out and stoien a picce cf Irish
linen frein a shop on Ludgate-hull took
It te at buyei cf stolen geeds, and bouglit
the articles lié hiad brouglit home, ail ini
the short spaca cf fifteen minutes ;. and
this -%vas net an uincommori tliing for him
te do, although his parents wvere net in
need. TPhe boy ivas at length trans-
ported -%vhen lie was only four'teen _years
cf tige. Ha subsequently detailed to
me ail his practices, and how lie got., iute
crime. is parents resided iu a court
running eut of the Oid i3ailey, and hae
had, wituessed, every executiori -Which
had taken place during his short career.
Se inuchi for the efihets cf executionis, as
supposed te deter front crime; indeed
rnost cf the boys engagrec ini crimes ap-
pear te have a great pleasure-in attend-
ing them.-

"These bc6ys' are capable of' receiving
-impressions, and aie as susceptible of
sentiments cf gratitude ws my l!ord's.son,

-if the 'proper trëaLtnent were use&~ to
draw ,thenid 'ont. JtV.is. oniy by. cuItiat
ing the better feeIing«s'- of* -out iaù
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