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tho posession of an Act of Incorporation, the
affaivs of thoe Society will have assumed amoro
sottled shape.

This decision of the Committes scemed
rathor a disappointment to the members
prosent, andafresh committeo was suggested.

The motion for changing the night of meot-
jug, of which notice had been given, was
brought up, and after discussion was adopted
unanimously,

The Chairman said that the next subject
for the consideration of the Socicty, was the
question of Lectures for the coming season,
He said that last Winter the Socicty had ex-
pended some hundred and fifty dollars for
the purpose, and out of the many who shoutd
havo availed themselves of the opportunity,
there had only been an average attendance of
about ten, or under, and it was for the Society
toconsider whother such a result justitied the
continuance of the Lectures. The subject
was then freely discussed by the wmembers
present, some advocating an arrangement
with the Chemistry Lecturers of the Univer-
sity, or Victoria College, for nllowing phar-
maceutical students to attend. The objec-
tion to this course would be that these lec-
tures are held duritsg the day, others thought
that the Socioty was not justified in paying
for lectures to which nun-residents, who
contributed so much to the Society, were un-
able to attend; in reply to this it was said,
that the Committee in organizing the Lec-
tures last Winter, had intended publishing a
801t of digest of them in the Journal, but it
was found impracticable. The opinion of the
meeting scemed to be that by establishing a
rigid examination, when the Society becomes
incorporated, the jnnior members would be
compelled to educate themselves, and would
be more ready to take advantage of means
of instruction placed within their reach.

1t was wmoved by Mr, Hodgetts and sec-
onded-by Mr. Brydon— °

“That in the oyinion of this meeting it
would not be advisable to establish a course
of lectures for the coming scason, but that
the Lecture Committec be permitted to take
such action as may be thought fit to enable
intending students to take advantage of any
Chomistry Lectures, which may be held.”—
Carried.

With regard to legislation, the President
said that he had heard compinints that a
number of unqualified persons were com-
mencing business, in anticipation of the pass-
ing of the proposed bill, 80 as to avoid passing
an examination, and although such a practice
was niuch to be regretted, still it would be
impoassible to have the act made retrospective,
a3 to the examination, the only course being
to get the law j assed asso.n as pessible.
Meeting adjourned.

Hexiy J. Rose, Secretary.

BOOK NOTIOES.

A Maxvar oF ELEMENTARY CHEMISTRY,
THRORBTICAL AND PRAcTICAL. By Gro.
Fowxes, F.R.S. From the tonth cor-
rected and revised Enghsh edition,
Edited by Roserr Brivers, M.D, H.
02 Lea, Philadelphia, 1369 . pp. 857,
12mo.

This 13 an Amoricon edition of the cele-
brated toxt-book of Prof. Fownes, which has
stood the test of over twenty years so satis-
factorily, and which has always maimained
a foromost place- in tho lists of standard
chemieal literature. The endeavour to render
the work as complete as possible occupied
the time of the author until a few hours pre-
vious to his death (1849), and the correc-
tion of the edition then being published was
his daily task. Sinco that time the book has
run through many editions, and until tho
rlnst fow years it has held a place ns a text-
book in the colleges, almost to the exclusion
of others. Many of us can fook back with
pleasure to tho clear, concise, and yot com,
plete manual from which we derived so much
instructivn.

Latterly, however, the rapid progress of
chemical discovery, and the more modern
views entertained by the great majority of
chemists as to the general principles of che-
mical philosophy, rendered many additions
and alterations necessary. This tusk was
undertaken by Dr. Bence Jones and Henry
Waits, men in all respects pre-eminetitly fit-
ted for the work, The result is the edition
before us. N

Tho work is necessarily considerably en-
jwged, many portions having been entirely
re-written, as that un the principles of chem-
istry, as well as the greater part of that de-
voted to organic chemistry. The more mod-
ern ideas, velating to atomic numbers and
the arrangement of . toms, receives a special
sharo of attentiun, and the new classication
of tho elements according to their atomicity,
is fully discussed and adopted.

The nomenclature of compounds has not
been altered to the barbarous extent to which
it has been carried by some modern chemists.
The word *“of ” in the names of salts, &ec.,
has been dropped, and the terminations ous
and ic, indicative of o greater or less propor-
tion of the chlorous element, adopted ; thus
the sulphate and persulphate of iron become,
respectively, ferrous and ferric sulphate.

The additions rendercd necessary by the
manifold discoveries of latter years have
been made, and in every rcspect, we think,
that Fownes’ Manua! may be taken with
confidence as representing the true state of
chewical knowledge at the presont day.

White Wine Viaegar.
Take of acetic acid (No. 8).
Sherry wine—uf each, one pint.
Acetic ether, two fluid drachms.
‘Water, six pints.  Mix.—[Pharmacist.

Gonuunicntions,
THE PEROENTAGE SYSTEM.

To the Fditor of tho Pharmaceuti:al Jouruy) &

Dran Sir,—I was very glad to see your
remarks on the ‘‘percentage system,” and
had intended writing on the subject myself;
now that it haa beon started I hope it will
not be dropped until the griovaice is ahated.
Surely, if tho matter were properly repre-
sented to medical won, they would agreo to
cease unjust exactions from unfortunato drug-
gists, of whose nccessitics they tuke advan-
tago. Individual druggists -cannot make a
stand against n systemn which has attained
such a firm foothold—in fact, it is even ‘car-
ried to a greater extent than yonr correspon-
dent wonld lead one to suppose. For in-
stance, it has several times hap, med that
medical men have had the effrontery to ask
for percentagze on occasionnl prescriptions

which reached me; either beeanso they were:

troublesome or expensive to fill, or becatse
the parties bringing them wanted credit-and
were not considered very good pay. They
also ask for percentage on various things not
coming under the head of medicines, which
have been required, but which they do not
kecp in atock, such as wine, arrow-root, sigo,
and such like. Not long since, a Doctor said
he expected me to give him percentage onany
such things as above mentioned, saying he
had sent me some orders, and that there
should now be something coming to him. On
my declining to make any arrangement of
the kind, he left, and I have never been
troubled with ordess from him, or custom in
any shape.

On another occasion, I was-given to undeér-
stand by a doctor, that he would prefer send-
ing prescriptions to me if I wonld allow him
the same percentayo as others; but, on my de-
clining, he went elsewhere, alt!mugh the
druggist he selecterl knew 2o little of his busi-
ness that cthe doctor had to go behind the
counter and show him how to perform the
necessary manipulations. The same doctor
has frequently walked to the drug store, pre-
scription in hand, lest it shonld be taken
elsewhere; and even when Thave sent patients
to him, would not allow them to bring me
their prescriptions oven when thoy begged
for pernussion to do so.

As soon, however, as druggmsts are fairly
brought into one body by the Pharmaceutical
Society, let them make & stand—no one can
object to do so, as lie would, by objecting,
tacitly admit that customers would not vo!-
untarily bring preseriptions to him,

Again, let the Pharmaceutical Society take
measures for putting the matter, in a fricndly
way to the medical men, and I have ho doubt
the good sense of the majority will earrythe
day and bring about a reformation without
any unpleasant feclings resulting.

Medical men labor under the impression
that we are coining moncy; now, as a general
rule, I think this is not the ¢ase. We cannot
make as muck money in a day as others who
pursue similar oceupations, as for instance,
that of a watchmaker who charges 2i conts
for putting a glass in your watch—the price
of the glasses varying from 1% to 8 cents—
ang other portions -of the watchwork in like
proportion. Now, ivhat would be thought
of a druggistif hs were to charge similarrates.

Auother matter might be represented to
medical men, namely: are they much the
gainers in keeping and putting up thoir own




