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wovided he can do it by love; if he can not, he
ovingly submits to have the school govern him. Oul
upon such sickly, wishy washy, sentimental nonscnse.
That teacher is weak who desires any love from pupils
not founded upon sincere respect for him as a man and
a scholar, and a fearless executive of just and needful
regulatious. No true boy of spirit will feel anything hut
ity or contempt for such an invertebrate tcacher as I
1ave described, .

There is no need of either of these extremes in
sovernment.  The teacher can be just. without leing
morose 3 fearless in doing hus duty, and yet kind an
#enial ¢ strict in requiring obedience, and” vel swilt to
do pleasant things for those under his charge.

Thirdly, with respect to courses of study.  Not every
school in a small town should copy the course adopted
at Ghicago or Boston, hut should arrange it so as lo be
of the greatest advantage to the majorily of the pupils
who atlend.  And yet a good, thorough vourse should
he adopted, nol omitting some studies for general
culture.  And when a course is once adopted, no
amount of influence should be permitted to cause
teachers and school boards to gx-a(fuale a pupil unless
that pupil has studied and passed a thorough examina-
tion 1n every study laid down in that course. The very
common prictice of allowing pupils te pass grade who
do not meet.the demands of the class to which they arve
going—to thus slide along through the course, and go
out at last with the certifieate of graduation, is a most
hare-faced fraud upon the public and the pupils them-
selves. Itis an old saying that ¢ human nature is as
lazy as it can be under the circwmnstances " ; and if
pupils come to helieve that they can * pass ™ withoul
effort, and that even if they do not quite come up lo
the requirements, they will be allowed to slip through,
they will almost universally hecome idle and superfi-
cial ; and these habits, once formed, wil' eling to them
through life. There is often much pressure brought to
bear upon a teacher or examiner in many ways to
permit this, and it needs backbone to.resist jt. Still, it
is not always necessary to keep a pupil gojng over a
study year after year, for which he has no taste or
apparent capacity. If general history be in the course,
for inslance. and a ‘pupit, hright perhaps in other
things. does not seem uble tq yaaster this, he may, after
one or two trials, he permitied to drop it. But he
should not be permittegio graduate, and thus have a
certificate that he has mastered every study in the
course. This common practice lowers the fone and
reputation of the scheol and of its graduates, and is
one of the chief reasons why people at large care so
little about the diploma of a'school as a eevtificate of
scholarship. It is by no means needssary that a pupil
should receive a diploma, bul it is essential that Le
receive good, thorough instruction, should be well
grounded in the elementary branches, should have
good habits of study fixed upon him, should learn how
to do honest, earnest, hard work in whatever stalion of
life he may be.

Lastly, with regard to our general syslems of cduea
tion. I believe thoroughly in a state system of instrue
tion, that shall be a living, vertebrate thing, with vital
romiection in every part, from the university down to
the district school, controlled by the same will, informed
by the same great purpose. It musf not he so rigid as
to shut out the majority of the children of the slate
from its Denefits, nor so loose as not to present an
opportunity for thorough instruction to those who
desire it. It musl yield to no demands of sect or parly,
and should be, as far as possible, removed from the
domain of politics.—Michigan Teacher.

Gevernment and Discipline.

SUPT. N. A, CALKINS,

In all the rules and methods of discipline employ edl,
the true ol)f'ect of discipline should steadily be kept in
view namely, to train the pupils so that they may form
right habits, °

Firmness, vigilance, and uniformity in dealing with
children, are ofthe first importance. The teacher should
never resort to violent meaus, as pushing, pulling, or
shaking the chililren, in order to oltain their attention.
All such practices coustitute a kind of corporal punish:
ment which, whether that species of coercion he por-
mitted or not, should he most carefully avoided.

Modes of punishment especially painful to the corpo-
real system, such as the sustaining of wearisome bur-
dens, unnatural and long cquiinued attitudes of res
traint, standing, kneeling, ete., are exceedingly wrong.
ful and injurions. Equally so is the conlfining of
delinquents by tying them or by shulting them in
closets. These are all a resort 1o mere physical foree
instead of moral incentives, and involve no appeal to a
sense of honox or duty in a child. They do not properly
assert the authority of the teacher, nor do they really
produce gbedience on the part of the pupil.

When corporal punishment is resorted to, it should
be of a proper character—never partaking of that conti.
nuous infliction of pain which we denominate torture,
and never administered except in a spirit of mildness.
and with deep regret at ils necessity.  When all those
persuasive incentives and ageneies which constitute
moral snasion have heen appealed to without avail. and
there is no other recourse, corporal punishment may
be resorted to in order to save the pupil. but for no
other reason. The necessities of discipline may seem
to require it, and they certainly do, it in order to neet
them the teacher must choose between chaslising his

upil thus or depriving him of the benefits of school
mstruction and” training. and so insuring his moral
destruction.

In directing the various movement required of the
pupils, care should be taken never to louch themy, The
teacher ought to take such a position hefore the class
as will command the eye of every pupil, and thence
direct by the veice or by a signal. Pupilsmust be habi-
tuated to the impression that the lc;w}lcr will give his
commauds hut ouce, and that they must he obeyed a
once.

Harsh tones of the voice are unnecessary and impro-
per. Words of dis:np{:robulion may be ullered by tize
teacher in a tone of decision, without the use of any
severity that would imply resentment, anger, ov anti-

athy on the part of the teacher.  On the contrary, the
anguage used and the tones of the voice should alway s
express a feeling of sympathy with the child.  This'is
the avay to win the youthful mind, and to bend the
will, through the aftections. .\ difterent course will
antagonize it and prevent all real sulunission, securing
ounly atemporary semblance of obedience.

 As the teacher, so will be the school ™ It is, there-
fore, requisile that leachers should rigidly diseipline
themselves, by carefully cultivating hobits ol neatness,
cleanliness and order, gentleness of manner, a watchful
self-coutrol, and a cheerful spjrit. In speaking, let the
rising inflection of the voice prevail ; then the falling
inflection of reproofl will be more effectual and impres
sive.

Teachers should seek to obtain the sy mpathetie regard
of the children by giving due attention to their little
wants and requests, which should be fullilled as far as



