
Is 11w Prelatical Bis/top a ChristianL Ainisleî-? 1

and it was in ail probability a very pleasant place, for such the word con-
veys. Se far the merely geographical description of this ancient and
magnificent, but now ruined though. atill interesting kingdom. There the
ares of man bas probabIy reared for itself mnonument-, as durable as it
eau, and for thirty centuries they bave wenderfully withstoed the ravages
of time ; but after al], bis invasions are feit, and the crumbling proies
goes on slowly but effectively. The river stili ptirsues its fertiliing
course, the velley stili more or less smiles in beauty and riches, but The-
bes, Memphis, *Zoan, %Yhere are they ? The querries frum which they
were bulilt e.-ist in all their freshness and aburidance, and will continue to
do so, wvhen the lat stone of the last pyramnid shall have crumbled to
atoins, and surrendered ils elements te the neighboring desert. The free,
triumphent nation, with ail ils intelligence and ingenuity, magnificence
arîd wealth bas been long since buried in ils mummy pits ; the line of
Pharoah fias terminated; and that sceptre, that cuuld have, by a simple
motion, put a hundred thousand te execute reome freak of its possessor bas
perisbed too. "Art, glory, freedoin feul, but nature stili is fair." Our
prayer is for - that day, when there shall be an altar te the Lord ia the
midst of Egyrpt, and a piller in the border thereof te the Lord." C.
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Tuz importance of this.question, and the prspriety of aettling it et the
present lime, are tee obvious te require illustration. Ujîberto, Presby-
terians, as they Lave been called, have contented theinselves with demon-
strating. on .the grounds of Scripture and entiquity, the authority of their
own féri of Church government., But, the wiar heving been -,eaged
chîefiy with Episcopalians, iho denîed the validity of Presbyterian orders,
our advocates have been se mucli occupied on the defensive, tbat tbey
bave tee inuch. neglected the question as te the validity of preletical orders;
and, ir. some cases, the question lies been given up. Prelatists bave
boe"ted of this, concession, and comforted theinselves 'ivith the refiection,
that whatever anibignity may rest on the erders of ether Churches, there
cani be no doubt at leest about the puriy and re.-iity of theirs. The
English Presbyterians, at the lime of the Westminster Asscmbly. heving
received their ordination froin prelates, seem te have considered it neces-
sary, in vindicating themselves ugaminat the Sectnries, te cstablish the vai-
dity of prelatical ordination, in eider te uphold their ovin. The argument
îhey employed wvi, that rhough Prelacy wias unscriptural, yet the prelate
vies a preshyter. and in this character mighit confer ordinntiun. They
argued that the preshyter vies the fundamental office ; that even ut the
Council ef Trent it xçes decided, by e large mnainriy, that bisbopsq viere
an nfierthought, and lield their ranli net froin Christ er the Scriplure, but
from the Pope; and that at the commencement ef the Reformation in Eng..
land. the presbyter alone vins eckno'iviedged in the lawi as jure divio,
vihile the prekte wars heid te be a mere creelure of the king. Proceeding
on these vvell-ascertained facts, îhcjy contended thet they derived their
office frein the prelates ef the Church of Rome and England as Presby-
ters ; and in ane çver to the objection that a rninistry thus derlved wias
Popish and Antchriszian, they ph.caded that the minis!ry vies an institu-
tion of Christ, vihich, thougli pnssing tri us through Rome, is nlot render-
ed null end void, any more than the Seriptures, the Sacremaentsq, or any
other gospel erdinance, vrhicb vie derive through thre same polluted chant-
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