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under whichi humanit wvas suffering
andwrought for that end. In politico-
religiouis and ecclesiastical questions
lie 'vas eiîergetic and wide awvake.
T[he establishment of a public school
systeni on a Scriptural basis ; the
changing of King's College consti-
tution SQ as to put the national uni-
versity on a nou-denominational ba!iis;
the secularization of the Clcrgy Re-
serv~es; and the participation by the
Churchi of Scotland, in the be-nefits
of tlie Royal Grant for the support
of a Protestant clergy, were niatters
for wvhichi lie laboured liard and con-
stantly uniil they ivere acconiplished.
Ioiv rnuchi lie did, aithougli bis ]land

wvas scarcely seen by the public, wvil1
neyer be known. .\Lny important
documients were either written or
in.-piied by ini. And it wvas veil
'knaiwn that bis redoubtable, ener-
getic and sagacious opponent Bibliol)
Str.atlhan, re.o-,tized bis p)ow.ýr, and
majre than once expressed imiisclf to
the effect that hie féared Alexander
Gale more than any politician of thc
radical wving. D)r. Strachan ivas imii-
self ain Aberdonian, and, trained
thoroughily as Mr. Gale hiad been, lie
w'as able to appreciate the paient,
farseeirig, pcrsistent, and ivell-fouindcd
abssaults wvhichi Mr. Gale iiiade on tliose
unijust nionopohies. The bishop wvas
beaten by tic presb) ter, not sio nîuch,
however, because of superiority of
talents on tlîe part of tie latter, for
"Grcek met Greek " at every turn;-

but becausc public opiniona at last
was forced to dt-cidc in favour of
equal justicc.

\Vithin the narrowver circle of churcli
%vork he w-as equally active. Even
wlien ini Anîhierstberg lie soaught to
fo.ster %vlhat wc noiv cal Iloiîîe Missicn
worl; wvhen the churcli had gaith1crcd
sti engtli by union, lic devised sd.henes
for supplyin'g destitute localities;
when lie fotind îiiself in a newv
churcli stugieto establislî itself
lie tojk the responsible work of

hlome Mýissions or his already heavily
'veighted slîoulders, and continued to
the last in the good wvork, being
convener of tlîe comn-ittee wvhen lie
died. 111e took a very prominent part
iii orgarizing tlîe Presbyterian Church
of Canada, aiîd in establi5hing Queen's
College. A large portion of tlîe
inmportant correspandence on tliebe
subjects wvas conducted by lîinî. For
years lie wvas Synod Clerk, and tlîe
chief documents of that period wvere
drawvn up by liii. His skill in sucb
work was very rare, indeed lie scenîed
to have a genius for constracting
papers involving difficult points. is
labours at tlîis tume wvere s0 severe
that hie wvas laid up for a time by
serions illness whlicli endang ered his
lire. In all tliese labours lie ivas ably
assisted by such men as Messrs. Stark,
McGill, Bayne, George, Mackenie,
Allen, Roger and Reid; but Al of
tlicse would thankfully acknovleige
]lis superior administrative ability.

WTlen the disruption came in iS84
Mr. Gale did flot liesitate. He 'vas
deeply attaclîed to the Established
Church, and neyer favoured vol
untary viewvs; nay, lie wvas a strong
opponent in the voluntary discus.
sions; nor wvas ]lis level lîead if
fected by tle more intelligent enthu
siasmn whicli swvept inany inito tbe
Fre Churchi at that time, yet lie saw%
clearly tlîdt for the full develop-
ment of Presbyterianisti and its
efiiciency in tiiese Provinîces it wvas
necessary that tlîe church slîould in
no wvay be hiampered or agitated by
questions properly belonging to Scot-
land alone. So lie ivent out froin the
cliurclî lic loved witli the minority
vhio insisted upon dropping ahl con-

nection wvitli tlîe parent churcu. This
stel) brouglit to lbui a repetition or
bis former labours in organizin- and
establislîing a Tlîeological, Scliool.
The newv churchi feit in every part the
polvcr of luis forming lîand and con-
trolling influence. Ail his bretlîren


