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as true of ihe c:àurch as it is of the
individual that " he that watereth
shall be wvatered also himself.» God
has so orda.ned, that obedience to
Cbrist's last command is followed by
strongLr fiaith, deeper piety, and more
devoted love. As zeal for the salva-
tion of men indicates life, so it tends
ta promote it. If the Cburcb is to be
trile to its own interests it must be
inissionary.

But how sadly bas this been for-
gotten. While niany and self-denying
efforts have been made that the body
of Christ might be edified, and its
spiritual wvelfare advanced, yet ta wlhat
a great extent one of the chief means
to that end has been ignored. Since
the days of the apostles, orily within
the present Century has the Church
begun to realize its obligation to
preach the Gospel to eyery creature.
And even yet how littie is done, com-
pared with what the Cliurch can and
ought to do. It bas not yet realized
ils obligation, even in its own interests,
to evangelize the world.

ft is seeking, ta, prornote its own
heahth and weil-being in many wvays,
but overlooking one of the niost im-
portant. There is mucli earnest effort
rut forth that those within the king-
doni inay walk worthy of the Lord,
and be fruitful in every good work,
increasing in the knoivledge of God.
Large sums are expended ici building
churches, in supporting o rdinances,
in benevohent enterprises, an d untiring
energy is employed in training the
young, and in comforz'ig and building
Up saints in their most holy faith ;
and yet how far the Cliîurch is from
being what it ought ta be.

One reason why the results of 50
much effort are so unsatisfactory iî
found in the lttle heed that is given
ta C'h'rist's command, 'IGo into ail the
world and preach the Gospel ta every
creature." How feeble are the efforts
to send the Gospel into the rugins
beyond, cD~mpared w'ith those ta givu it

efficacy at home! Our selfishness is7
manifest even in the way we attempt
to promnote our own spiritual hife. It
is possible ta be cancerned about our
own safety, life and attainments, and,.
ta forget aur duty ta a perishing world.
Judging from the relative importance
given ta the two great departments of
the Church's work, one would not con-
clude that preaching the Gospel
throughaut the ivorld was its chief
work. We arc. more concerned about
ourselves than about the nations whom
God bids us teach.

But some may say, you must de-
velop life within before muchi can e
done for the beathen wvithout. True,
but souls sbouhd be taught ta fel that
from the day they are born intc' the.
kingdom, their hife, however feeble,
shouhd be employed in doing some-
thing ta extend the nev-found bhess-
ings to others. A deep sense of this
oblibaation ivili fot lessen endeavours
toagrow in boliness, ivhile it wiIl stini-
ulate ta more vigaïaus efforts la save
the perishing. Ahi niust dephore the
lack of this, flot only for the sake of
the perîshing multitudes, but for the
sake of the Church itself. Without
any doubt muchi of its work at home
fails because so littie interest is taken
i the extension of Christ's kingdocn

throughout the world. The great law
b>' which life and health are sustained
is ignored. Christ's wishes are disre-
garded, bis presence is flot enjoyýd,.
bis Spirit is not s0 fui> bestowed,
and the hife is feeble and lauguid.
The Church is not faithful ta its high
calling, nor ta its own interests, and
it ma>' well begin ta make apology for
its existence. o

Since so much depends an the pos-
session of the missionary spirit, the
question, '«How are Nve ta develop
it ?" is vitailly important. And there
aire few things that gratify a pastor's
bearu more than ta sce the pecople
anmang whom he labours taking a deep

nterest mn the sprcad of the Gospel.

j .


