nline also in the prison ,and is admitted to be a most potewy fact-

cr in the reformmtion of the criminal's character. Liis fairly open
to question, haow far prison labour shouid be used, in such o way
as to injuriously compete with one paticulay brateh or manufac-
ture! But when the, Knights of Libour ask for » the cessation of
prison labour which cowmpetes with iree labour« they surely ave
going beyond reason. A man when he comnnits a criize has nog
forfeited lig vight to live, aud. we, the free law abiding citizens mi-
ght well feel agrieved were. we called upon to support 7,454 crim-
inals (as we did last year ), in absoluce idleness, doing nothing to
defray the enormous bill of costs.

While the Knights are defendiug their oww special branel of lab-
our, let them remember that there is very little remuueraiive ein-
ployment to,which & conviet can be set to work, without to sowe
extent, taking the place of free labour. Swrely the Knights do nat
qeliously m'sh us to follow the exuzmple of éloronto Goul, where
prisoners are required to wheel a busrow of sand rownd a )urd in

order to wheel it back again,

The Common: Sense of Ontario w ouhl boon dewnw to m.ittain

an army of 7.500 convicts doing such worlk ns ihat, or, as the on-
1y option the Enights wovrl1 leave us, folding theit lnads in ease.
“Satan finds some nischief srill
For idle hands to. do.c . _

is intensely true of our, prison population; wnd if the ciaincur of
Trade-Unions with its threntened loss of votes, causes the Guivern
ment to withdraw its manufactures without the substitution of
other regular employment; a few revolts and the massacre of Ln]f
a dozen guards, will soon compel the province to deal with the
prison labour quegtion on its own merits.

We, earnestly hope that the labour prganizations, instead of try -
ing to.press their resolutions as a whole, will lend their powerful
influence to get a Commission of competent gentlemeu appointed
to.investigate the whole subject of prison reform.

THE REFORMATORY PRESS .will be sent to any address
in Ontario for 50cents per annum, in advance.



