
MADAGASCAR.

in abolishing _ the export slave trade. By asubsequent treaty, made witli 3'lr.
Ilastie, the commissioner wvho hiad succeeded Captain Le Sage, the British
ooverniflent agreed to pay Radama I., as a compensation for his loss of
revenue from the slave trade, $2.000 in gold and silver, muskets. accouter-
mnents, flints, uniforms, powder, etc., annually, and to, furnisli au in-
strtuctor ini military tactics.

R~adama 1. had ascenaed the throne as King of Iiieriina ln 1810, and laut
tîndjer bis swvay about 1,20W,000 people, mostiy Hovas. His father, I-inia,
:,..(l commenceil a career of conquest; over the other tribes on the island,
alnti Radama, wvho ivas ambitious and able, wvas desirous of completing it.
Tlîîs alliance -%vith Great Britain gave hlm the nacans of doing so. Mr.
Ilstie, tlae British Commissioner, proved a wvise counselor, an-d under his
,ugg estions Radama became anxious t(, have his people educated, and to

eschools establislhed. Fromi these small beginnings tiiere followed the
greatt work of civilization an-d evang-elization.

IL. EM1ERGENG FROM HEATHIENISM.
That God does have special purposes of mercy, ia regard to nations sunk

in the darknuess of heathenism, seenas to he proved in many cases. Howv deep
%vas die degradation of many of the tribes ivhich inhabited Great Britain in
tiie first century Of Our era. Bloodl-th-Iirsty, addicted to, human sacrifices,
%wor-sipers of idols, and utterly given ovea- to crueltv, wvhat but His special
providence couid have broughit England and America up to its present
Cili-istian civil ization and culture?

M,adagaslcar is another and even a more strikzing exam pie of His Providen-
tial deahîng. Here these tribes had lived, for a thousand years and more,
barbarous, probably cannibals, wvith but feav religl-ous ideas, constan.tly en-
guîzed in avars, either wvith each. other or with other islands and the miain-
hind, reducing the conqiiered to slavery, nhassacrin- those foreigners wlîo
attenipted to colonîze their lands, and resisting, '%vith an instinctive hon-or,
tiie attenipts of Frenchi Jesuits to brn-n themn into subjection, and to fasten
tiîeir faitli upon thein ; their case seemed utterly hopeless, but

"Thora Is a widcncss in God's mercy
Liko thei widoness of thie sea,,'

and in the space of seventy years these wild savages have become a Christ-
,in nation, Christian not only in its Christian temples and wvorship, iii its
farnly altars, and its new-fotund zeal, but in the holy living, the gentie yet
firin adlierence to tâe gospel of Christ, the readiness to endure martyrdoin
for- His -sale, and tlîat sublime for.giveness of injuries and wvrongs, and readi-
ies to bestow kindness on thieir enemies, whîich. they could only have learned
fh-cm tiue sermon on the Mounît.

Whèn RadIama 1. ascended the throne in 1810, no tribe of the Malagasy,
flot even the Hovas, who avere in many respects the most advanced of ail the
tribes, haà a wvritten language ; ail avere warlhke, cruel andblood-thirsty, false,
deceitful and dishionest, lustful and treacheprous, suspicious and revenge-
lul. Tlîey lîad no clear ideas of a Su prenieBeing, and n-o notion of a future
state. Tiiere lîad neyer been Moliammnedanism or any other system, of faIse
religion on the island, but sinmply fetichisni and the avorship of ancestors.

Thei k-mg, at first Kin,, of the Hovas only, and not even of ail of them,
hiad, by lus ambition an-d enterprise. and by bis courage and audacity, so far
subdued the numerous tribes on the island, thiat lie vas justified la as§,uming
the titte of King of Madagascar, and bis right to that title avas recognized
hy Great Britain, and laterby France. He was a man of considerable ability,
and suificient foresight to know that it w-as best to forin an alliance '%vith

lm.]


