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ebbtide, in England andi Anierica, the flooti £0 whjich i, t1-1iy tetCcingr of
the nineteenth century, as -%vill bo shown later. teI

Ail aiong the line of Christian history thec have been both men and times
that have clearly indicated reforms, inl ÇhCltrl and State, wihichl seQOmO( to
give gleams of hiope that a permanent day wVas soon to, dawvn. But these
par-tial hopes have been revived only to bc m'ore or less cloudeti; flot until
the year 1800, wvhen the influence of the Sabbatli-schooi first began to be feit
ini Englafld and Amorica, Nvas there anything to prevent the relapses thaï,
liad so often darkened, not to say dissipateti, the expectations 'which imme-
diately followed the face-to-face teaching and preaching of the primitive
C!iurech.

,k. glance at the history of that day would indicate a darkaess that could
only bc ponetrated by some new luminary; anti if this lighit %vas to be per.-
mnanent, it must bo krept so by a more widespread teaching of thie new Tes-
tamlent than the schools of learning hiat hitherto furnishied. True, the gos-
pol had been faitlîfully preached by many mosi. efficient teachiers, but only
in imiportant, centers; andi Churchi history hiat not dovelopeti an almosi. cost-
).qss theory, which, like the first teacliing of the gospel, shouàd be comnien-
surate witlî tho wants of the entire race. We shial endea1vor to show that
this achievemnent has beon accomplishied, and imay, in a liigh, natural, and
important senso, be attribuitect to the Sabbatlh-school organization of the
ninoteenth, century.

What could bo more natural thian that the imimediate fruit of this teachin-
to the masses shoulti revive a mi:sionary spirit, wvhicli is the glory of our
ce.ntury;- and that: tlîis struggle of mon and wvoien to brin- souls to, Christ,
shoulti givo to the general proclamation of the trutli a power that itl nover*
had before, andi create a syrnpathy that wvould not rest until overy individual
bought by the blood of Christ ivas brouglit within its influences.

Nor is it but naturai whien thi sympathy of the poiv witli the pulpit, and
the masses wvith the Sunday-school teacher is once croateti, that the fuints
shoulti not be wantincg,; stimulating, not preceding, the personal moral
forw-, the lack of wvhich wou]d makoe nonoy a curse instvad o! a blessing for
the accomplishment of every reformi of the Church, if wvo shoulti not add, of
the State ?

May wve be forgivon for pausing hiero a moment to complain of our good
magazine ivriters, of the statisticians or statistical wvritors of our ago, of the
professors of learning, nay, o! the Chiurch at large, in that thie Sunday-
school is ignoreti by them, its toachers hli to bc a non- cornn1issionod band;
although it is one of the greatest of moral forces, holding in its hiand, la
England andi America alone, 10,000,000 of teachers and pupils. If tho criti-
cal scholar shalU, as ive have saiti, daimi that to other causes inay be attrib-
utoti the moral force wvhich we have attributeti to the Sunday-school, wve
wvill imperatively deinand chiat the.y show us thieso causes and tl'eir capacity
to do ut; anti if this can be dono successfully, thon wve may not close our
Sunday-schools but ivili add to themn thieir botter theories o! lay labor.

While wve are thus pleading for the greatness of our organization, lot us
not overlook the fact that it has grown out. of tho silel comImanti, " GO
teach !"and not,"Go organize 1', The flrstwas insisted upon by Christ and
His apostles, and the latter wvas lef t to such organization only as should pro-
serve the spirit of the flrst great comn-andinent; andi obedience to this com-
mand is the only guarantoe of its capabihity of univorsal expansion. Nor
can it be denied that suchi is the educative power of teachig that the Sun-
day-school has fuùrnished In uts reilexive influence th( broadesi. antile bost,


