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Calgary to Edmonton.

WRITIEY FOR Tik CoLoyIsT.

Calgary is invariably a restiug point for the
travellor in the Northiwest, not merely bocause
it is the sccond city of the Northwest, aad sec-
oad only to the City of Winnipog inimportance,
both as a contre of population and in a trade
sonse; but becauso it is the gateway so to speak,
through which the traveller eaters sho praivie
land from the mountains, if he is travelling
oastwar.l, or the mountaing from the prairio if
he is going westward. It is a beautiful place
a3 well, with the distant peaks of the Rackies
in one direction, and the broid, boundless
prairie in the other. Yet nestling as it does in
a natural amphitheatre, scoopad out by the
wash of the Bow and Elbow Rivers, few who
have not made ouquiry would imagiae that it
lies at au altitade of nearly 4,00 feet above the
sea level, or alinast as high as the peaks of the
highest mouataias of Scotland. It is tne step-
ping stone into the mouatains, and less than
four hours ride westward, sends the traveller
right into the wildest grandeur of the Rockies.

Goiug westward from the Red Kiver Valley,
the traveller is liable to fall into the mistaken
ides, that the further hie goes the higber ho as-
cends on this side of the Ricky Mounatains, and
ia fact uatil Calgary is reached, tho ides is to
some exteny correct. \When, however, ho starts
northward ou the new Calgary and Edmoatoen
road, the order of things is reversed, and he
starts on the dowa geads until he reaches thke
valloy of the Saskatchevan, a valley waich for
a wide stretch of fertils land, bhas no equal iu
the whole world. He has not travelled fifty
miles before he realizas, that he is eatering a
country different eutirely trom that of the near
approaches to the mountains. He enters a
beautiful rolling prairie country. fle sees no
more mourtain pine or spruce trees, but cvery
few miles he travels onward through little
natural groves of poplar, aad other woods po.
culiar to a land with deep rich soil, which
groatly relieve the moaotony of travel, and
make the passing scenery ever changing and in-

resting.  Streams by the dozen are crossed,
som3 only little meandering crecks, and others
seomiogly broad enough for light draft naviga.
tion. Tho alkali lake and the sage brush
growth is not to bu seen, anl each streim is a
flow of pure water, some of the larger ones be-
ing cold and clear, as they coms from the sides
of the mountaias, one hundred to two haundred
miles further westward, By the time Iuouis.
fail station is reached, the conviction is com-
plete that aa entcy has been made 1ato a rich
country of mixed wood and prairie, and if there
should be any doubt aboue its fertility, from
its surface view, the cuts on the line of railway
ptove ils wealth beyond dispute.  \Waere ex-
cavations have becn made in the work of con-
struction, there can b seea at the surface a
dark loamy soil varying from one and a half to
threo fect in thickness,and below that a lighter
colorad gubsoil, gravelly ut some poiats, sandy
at others, but in all just the kind of & warmn
aubsoil which forces a rapid growth, aud makes
-the process of crop ruising so phenomenally
rapid, as it is in tho best portions of the prairie
lands of the Canadian Northwest.

From Ionisfait northward to Rad Deecr,
‘the country presents the same aspect, aud al-
thougzh settlement has only made itself appar-
ent in dots along tho liue of railway, each clus-
or of farms show the'growth under cultivation

-

to bo as luxuriaant as it iy whoro rule mnature
holds sway. Tta hand of industry produces
the golden grain in abundance, while nature
has supplied & plothora of wild succulent hay
and short grasses, besides wool for fuel anl
building purpases, which add a comfort to the
oxrly duys of the pionosr scttler, such as can-
not be secured in cven the richest trooless prai-
rio districts of this coatinent.  The abundance
of pure’sweet water alone is an advantage sel-
dom to be had in the prairie lands further south,
and prosents u lvantages for stock raising and
othor branches of mixad farmiag which should
prove a groat attraction to the secker of a new
prairie home.

Fcom Rad Dzer northward there is no change
in the apaearance or soil of the couatry, with
the exception of a 8wampy district of a number
of miles through winet th railway ruas bofore
reaching the banks of the Lireat Siskatchewan,
and the geowth of brush and grasses on this
swampy land shows, that a rich enil lies be
neath, aud under a system of drainage, into the
great river near by, a veritable Ll of Gozhen
awaits development.

When the traveller reaches the Saskatenowan
Rivee at Eimonton, he beholds a scene of true
grandeur.  The high banks of the river rising
over two hundred feet fcom the water,improsses
him with thz fact that he his reachela land
where no floods can trouble him. Taen the
view up and down the river with its steep em-
bankments, crowned with woodland in every
dircction, and the deep, clear and mujestic
stream flowing onward in its course iy Like
Winaipeg, all combine to make up a view such
as is not likely 87 n to leave the memory. The
scattered but th .szing town of Edmonton, on
the north bank of the river, appears from the
opposite bank like fragments of quite a large
city, peeping through the growth of timbers,
and they are doubrless fragments, which ere
many years will b2 noited in one popalous and
important city.

Away north of the Saskatchewan River, far
beyond the reach of settlement,or the influences
of civilization the same rich belt of laad
atretches to districts known ouly to the Hud-
son’s Bay Company’s cmployees and the waa
dering trzders.  Mullions of acres await settle-
ment, und the land is free to whoever will
come aud possess it,  Basides thuse free lands
offered by the Dominion, the Calgary and Fd-
wonton railway have millions of acres of a lanid
grant, along the line of their road, and these
lauds they offer at nomiaal prices to aciualset-
tlers, who will make their homes upon them
and cultivate them, ‘L'here is no reserve lands,
unless thoee used for Iudian reservations, and
the settlers can iu every case select for himself.

Although this stretch of country in the up-
per valley of the North Saskatchewan is only
newly opeped up, aud settlement has as yet
made but little progress, enough has beea done
to show the grand results which can be raached.
At St. Albort and Sturgeon River districts,
outside of Edmonton, and in the settlement
around R:d Deer, crops have been produced
during the past year, which cquil in quality
and yicld the best figures ever reached in any
portion of this continent. Thirty to forty
bushels of wheat is the common report, andin
other grains and root crops correspondingly
large yiclds can bo sccured. But outside of
grain raising the advantages in mixed farming
are auch as can be met with in fow if any
other districts. Tho settler has a hay growth

unbounded, provided by nature, and contaia
ing & succulence and nutrition, su.h asis not
possessed by the finest cultivated hay in tho
Atlantic slupes of this continens, Brush and
timber are to be found in every locality, fur.
nishing eacellent winter shelter for livo stock,
and fuel for tho settler, if he wishes to burn
wood. In this matter he has a valuable
alternative, for coal is abundant all along tho
banks of the North Saskacchowan, and is now
dug out of the river banks with the most
primitive ap plisncee, end s0ld in the town o
Elmonton ut the low figure of $2.50 a load,
which means as much as a team can haulon a
wagon. In the two elemouts of fuel and pure
water, theoNorth Saskatchewan valley has un-
doubtediy greater advautagas than any rich
agricultural district on tho continent of North
America. The farmer pear tha river at Ed-
moaton can cat dowa logs for his owa buill

ings, or he can dig the coal for his owa use
from the baonks beside him. There is anothor
profitable employment for him aad his family
when his farm allowa days of leisure, and of
this miny pionsers take alvantage, aamely,
washing out gold from the saad of the civer,
an occuption at which with the m)st primitive
appliances a novics can make fron $1.59 to
$2139 a day, anl parties of experiencs can in
a similar manover take out §3 to §5 a day.
Even a few days of such profitable work,
is often a God-send to the pioneer of
limited means in the days when heis only
breaking up his farm, and he feels the nced of
a few dollars of ready money. Altogether
this coantry is a grand one for the settler of
limited means, and at the same time i no other
country can be found greater natural advan-
tages to the man who wishes to go into mixed
farm'ng or live stock raising on a Iarge scale.

The question of climite and the imagioary
hotrors of a ccld northwestern winter is fre-
quently advanced as an argument against settle-
ment of that country by those whoare in.
terested in hindering its scttlement. 7o
people who have lived in the Norlhwest the
horrors are so purely imaginary that tke argu-
ment is to them oaly a subject fi.r laughter.
Bat the outside immizrant canno* judge from
experience, and svch tales are liable to inislead
him. A land such as those obstructionists say
this is, could no: under auy circumstatces pro-
duce as the Canadian Northwest has in 1§91
the heaviest yield per acre of grain ever pro-
duced in any country in America. Nor could
such a country produce a healthy population
such as this conntry has, and year sfter year
record the lowest death rate of any country in
the world. Further proof of the absurdities of
those ca'umnies are unnecessary.

Bat admittiog, as we must, that the whole
Northwest, which means the country west of
the Missiasippi River and Lake Superior, and
north of the 40th parallel of north latitude, has
sxtremes of cold in the winter, the power of
winterinthe North: Saskatchewanis wonderfully’
mitigated in this respect. West of Edmoaton
district the Rocky Mouatains ure much lower,
and the valleys throagh them much wider and
deeper than at any other part of the range
further soutn. The coasequence is the frequent
gweeping through in wiater of the warm
breezes known as the ‘“chinook winds,” before
which snow and ice vanish noiselessly but
surely. Thus it is, that during o great portion
of many a severe winter, when Montana,
Dakota, Manitoba, Minnesota and even Towa,



