3

146

to do the work at half the expense, and without
any injury to the crop. A wet harvest time may
destroy, or greatly lessen, the value of a whole
year’s produce. It appears, however, that we
were favoured with as good harvest time here ag
in Englnnd, and in general we have: better, and
moresettled weatherin Canada than in the British
Isles. We find also, that they complain of the
worm in the ear, (the larvee of the wheat fly,)
and some of the reports state that several grains
are wanting or blighted in the-ear. This want or
blight we believe to have been occasioned, as with
us, by she larve of thewheat fl y Which destroyed
the germ of the grain, and left 2 want in the ear.
The maggots fall out when they have done their
work, and do not go from one grain to another,
fortunately, or they would destroy the whole ear
and crop. We have often seen ears of wheat
here, with not more thin two'or-tliree grains in
them, and sometimes not even..so much as one
grain—all the rest of the ear béing einpty, or the
grain soeaten asto be, worth nothing. We believe
that there is now in Canada a variety of wheat
that can be cultivatéd successfully, that may be
sown at a time to escape the fly, and which will
not rust.  We have been told that a good erop -of]
this wheat was raised this year that was notsown
until the 10th of June, and was harvested-in three
months. 'We have also understood, that in almost
every instance in which any other than this wheat
'was sown, it 'was injured by either rust or the fly.
Thisshould be a warning to farmers, next year, to
provide themselves with this'wheat for sowing, as
there is abundance: of it in the country. Since
the harvest commenced, petsons from distant
parts of the country have said that two bushels of
the common wheat would have readily been given
for one bushel of this new seed’wheat for sowing
last spring ; but they did not think it could be had,
though we know there was-abundance-of it-about
®Montreal, and we had it ourselves. We mention
this to show How gredtly the general interests. of
agriculture is neglected. There was no trouble
taken to remédy the great calamity that happened.
to the Canadian farmers in the.loss of their wheat
€0 many years, unless what they might.do: to.re-
medy it themselves, though.we: constantly -sug-
gested the remedy,
The. crop of oats is very mucb complamed
of, and we believe it -is far from “being argood
.or productivé one; as a-large portion,:of it has
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perly. We regret this, as a considerable quan-
tity was sown. Some of the crop of pease are
also reporied' to be- injured by continued rain,
after being cut. Indian corn has turned out
better than was expected, but it is uwota crop
that is "cultivated to any great extent in this
part of Canada. The potatoe crop, wé' beliéve,
is very considerably affected by disease in the
tubers, and we fear that a large portion will be
utterly useless. This disease is not yet ' satis-
factorily accounted .for, nor has any remedy
been suggested that would be likely .to-be. suc-
cessful. Our own idea of the matter is; that
disease has first been induced by the applica-
tion of too large a quantity -of maaure, and that
from this cavse potatoes have, by degrees, be-
come soft, and more Jiable to disease ;. and we
have no doubt this:disease is in. some way con-
uected with thedry rot in the seed, or that both
diseases proceed from a new defect in potatves,
which was not knowa until witliin the last few
years. * If we force a large produce, we must
not expect ‘to preserve the whole from the ra-
vages. of ‘insects: and other vermin, which are
actually produced by luxuriant vegetation, The
ope is a natural consequence -of the other, and,

‘Yof course, we.must not complain -of sharing a

part-of our: very large produce with: what may
have as' good a right to live. gpon.;tl,xfe.-t'ruj,ts‘:of
the earth-as ourselves.

When the.crop is taken up, it would be weli to
put them in pits in the field, or. rather we should
say long heaps, laid upon the surface and cov-
ered with, earth for a few days, and when re-
moving them to the cellar or roothouse, select
carefully the diseased .potatoes from the «ound.
We have found it a good plan 10 mix sume lxght
bog earth, in a dry state, with the potat_geg; when
storing. Only-a small guantity is required,
and.it keeps the potatoes from‘ lymg too é}bse,
and has other beneficial eﬁ‘ects upon, them.

The land is.now:in fine order, for ploughmg,
and farmers should be active 1n havmg as much
of the work.done as possibie, and when done,
have it well:drained and water-furrowed. Ifit
is not left in.this way, it mxgbt as well not be
ploughed. . There should be free passage made
for the water runuing off from. every ?urrow, 80
that.the land.may be fréed from 1t thé. moment .
the snow thaws .in spring. We would’r recom-
mend agplymg Ipmnure now to the soil for pota-

been injured by mildew, nor has it filled pro-

toes in spring, where the firmer can apply it.




