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24 Tasi CENTRAL RLATA AND

VALUE 0F SýITANDARD SPECIFICAI ION

In e.tilig it mnight be of interest tu saY a word brickl on the

question of specification for steel tubes. several yeare ago

there were in use in America. twenty or thirtv specificat ions for

locomotive boler tubes, ail differing sligitly but sufllciently te,

require speciai attention to tach individuai order gomng througb

the miii. Titis of course incressed the cost to the manufacturer

and eonsner, with no eorresponding benefit in the quality of

product.
The author endeavored to arouse intereet in this matter in a

paper before the American Society for Testing Materials,

June 27th, 1911, after which a committee was appointed, con-

sisting the mlajority of railroad engineer8 through whoee work

the first Standard Amorican Tube Specification wus adopted in

1912. In the foilowing year this commjttee, in conjuflctiofl

with another of the American Master Mechanica' Association,

who had been laboring aiong the same line adopted a combied

épecification for tubes in June, 1913, which ie reprinted on

another page for reierenoe. (See page -)

Whatever your personal views May be on the question of

specifications this one should receive your careful study and

consideration before deciding to write sny other. It was only

adopted after years of discussion and investigation on every

item by engineers represefltiag large manufacturers and usera

of tubes, and their recommendations were accepted without

chag bstoo telret engineering societies of the country.

TeNtional Tube Company also have a number of ispecifica-

tions for epecial products, such as steel shipping containers for

compreseed gases and liquide, trolley poies, signal pipe, etc.

Whenever standard specificatiolis are agreed upon, it bas been

our practice to accept these as our standard of manufacture.

,me motion pictures thowing welded pipe manufacture, and

lantern alides showing the principles of the manufacture of

producte from seamiess tubes, a few of which are reproduced,

give a fairiy complete view of the industry as a whole.

Standard *iedfiion8 for Lap-welded and Seamlesa Steel Boiter

Tutbes, Safé End8 and ArrJi Tu4bes (indludilQ superheater

tubes) tu revised joinilli, 191S, by the Âmerican Railv<ii

Master Mfecharrics Associaiion and the American
.Society for Testingi Materials.

1. MANUFACTURE~

1. Promes. The steel shall be made by the open-hearth

j rocess.


