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condealed,’ or can be.  Not one of you can go dhroagh life, al) :
the way, with the reputation and character of a good scholar, it
you are not realiy such. ‘Things will be constantly occurring to
reveal you, and society willuot be long in aseertaining your pro-
cise height and depth—your solid contents and »uperficial ditnen-
sions.  In the same way, you cannot pass for what vou are not
in respect to yauractual moral character ; somehow or other jou
will come to find yourself weighed and measured.  You ivill
puss among your fellows for what you are sworth, and for nothing
more : it you are worthless, the world will soon make the disco=
verv, and it will iet you krow that it has made it,  Depend upon
it, the best way to be thought good is to be good; the surest
mode ol being bad in reputation, is to have a character.

I at this wament I could wather together here all the pupils
that have ever been located within these walls; of I could sum.
mon them from wheresoever they sojomas, and cause them to sur-
round you in visibie forins, and thus show you exactly what they
really are, it would be a must atfecting and watructive spectacle.
Many, probably, would have to rise from their graves; of these
soms would appear ns spirits of bight—some, itis to be fared.
with the awful aspect of lnst souls. Othera would be bronaht from
the ends of the earth and the isles of the scam-from under un-
cient dynasties and wew republics—from continents and colonice
of the other hemisphere.  Of these, some wonld be found to be
honourably engaged in commurcint enterprise ; same to have
been driven from their futherland by folly or misfortune 3 some to
have gonc voluntaril, forth as ministers and missinnaries, the
highest form and office of humanity.  Of those that would come
from the metropohs, and from the towns and cities of our conntry,
how gréat would be the number, how varied the pursuits, how
different in their tastes, habits, and characler, how changed in ap-
pearance, perhaps in apinons, seinpathy, belief, from what they
were when, in this scene, as little boys, they plicd their tasks or
bounded in the play-ground, or knecled in prayer ! Some would
come with university honours and ierary repntation, some as
preshyters of the Established Chureh, same s the cuides and
bishops of our own.  Many would be here, there can be no doubt,
who huve passed through life. and are pagsing through it, with
honourable characters and spotiess seputation s many who are en-
joying the fruits and rewards of steadiness and industry ; and
many bhesides, who, adding to their virtne faith, and follawing on
their religions training, ire known and esteemed ax religious men
and adorn the community in which they move.  Plensant would
it beto look upon the conntenance of such men—inen of intelli-
gence, virtue, and religion 5 pleasant for von o hear their words
of encouragement, und their united testimnay 1o the advantages
of learning, the worth of goodness, the possibility of securing, and
the satisfactions flowing from the triendship of God!

While such as these méght allure 2nd attract you toward holi.
ness and heaven, there would be some others whose career and ap.
pearance would operate upom you in another manner ; whose min-
ed characters and blighted prospeets, debilitated health, reckles
habits, wretchedness, and shame, would alarm and deter you
from ollowing their courses, and move your hearts by pity and
terror.  Sume of these, perhaps, when at school, were gay and
busyant, loved by their associates, and worthy o be joved they
entered life with bigh hopes 2nd bright prospeets; they were the
pride of their parents ; evervthing was done for them to scoure
and fucilitate their advancement and success @ with all this, they
have come to what I have descrihed—a ruin and a wreck. If
such conld speak, they would probably tell youthat they fell from
not having a fixed, scttled, and serious aim in ife 5 that they
gave themselves up to the satisfactions of the moment, whatever
they might he 5 passed thoughtlessly from pleasure to pleasure ;
cared for nathing but immedmte enjoyment, having no idea of
living for any great or henourable purpose: thus wasting their
talents and squandering time, they casily proceed from folly to
vice, Uill they found themselves utterly and inetrievably ruined.
But, instead of fancy'ng what they might sav, T will fefl you
what actually was said by a man o gaod abilitics and finished
education, wiho thus wasted life,and saw hia error when too late. I
reler to Sir Francis Delaval, who, when he was on his death.bed,
sent for Mr. Edgeworth, und thusaddressed him :—¢ Let my ex.
ample warn you of a fatal crror into which I have fullen.  I'have
pursued amuscment, instead of turning wy ingenuvity and fa.
leuts to useful purpases. 1 awm sensible that my mind was fit for
greater things than any of which [ am now, ¢r was cver suppos-

his sonl.

cd to be, capuble. I am able to speak flucatly in pablie, and 1

. T
have perecived that my manner of speaking has always incregee
the force of what [ said; pon various unportant subjects (,t
not deficient in nseful mformation 3 and, i T had employeg hyn
the time and half the pams in cultivating scrious k:ﬁmlcd,‘l
which I have wasted in exerting my powers upou trifles, insg\’;
of dissipting my fortane aml tarmishing my character, | ,qmt:u
have become a usctal wember of socicty and an honoue 1o sogy,
Remember my advice, youug man. Pdtsue whal is usefulty g,
kind. You will sutisty them, and, what is better, you will s,
youself” ».;

Sucit was the melancholy close of o sinful course.
that any of the bright eyes that are now belare e, glistn;
with the dew of their young life, and sparkling with the l;vv!.{;{
mnozenee and joy, should come to be dimmed with mr;c'fslc‘,
these!  Nay, Gud forbed that any of you, my duar bny:, e
uegleet to learn the unportunt lesson, that what formed the bz
eetobject of this dying man's ambition and desire, cven if attap
ed, however it might really “satisfy™ the warld, aught bot gl
“subisfy vourselves.”  ‘Fhe best that he wished he had lved s,
and aimed at, is short of the best that you should pursue, @y
19 to he gatistied as well as * mankind.”  However the gee o
bie content with virtue, the other requires picty and Rath, Jlo g
mands character founded on religion—** nsefulness ™ o i (r.«;
love to himself.  Your best domgs will be imperfect 5 yon &2
need mercy 1o pardon sin, the floly Spirit 1o implant prixic.ipks;
heavenly strength, grace 1o renew and eanctity the hean e
atonement of Christ believed, trusted ia, pleaded in prayer, as'x‘.
source of hope and the ground of aceeplance. * Seek first &y
kingdom of God.” ¢ Stady ts show yourselves approved o,
!Iim." ** Serve hun with reverence and godly fear.”  Be st
in the grace thatis jn Christ Jesus™ + Sce that ye negleet novy
great salvation.” ¢ Flee, also, youthfu} lusts 3~ but follow e
cousness, Suth, charity, peace, with thewn that call on the Lost
out of'a pure hear.” Pursuing a course of holy action and 1,
mous youthfulness, you will eome to know the trath of the e,
marable words of one of our devout and Mustrious 4Ncestors.-
“You have been acenstomed,” suid Phillip Hency to a fixs
standing by his bed.side as he was about to die, ** vou bave bes
acenstomed to note the last words of dying men ; these are mz
— life speat wn the service of Gud is the happiest lije ups
carth.”

* Behotd the happy man !

God forye

~

T have walched him from his infuncy, and seen him i e
grasp of death.

* e knelt beside hiserudle, and his mother’s liymn tulled iin
to sleep,

¢ In childhood he loved holiness, and desuk from the foustas
head af peace.”

* Wisdam took him for her s2holar, guiding his steps in purity,
' Helived unpokated by the world ; i his young heart haied
sin,

» » » » »

» »

* ‘Thus did he walk in happiness, and sorrow was a strangers

. He pnt his hand with constancy
him as a brother,

*And the busy satellites of evil trembled as at God's ally.

« I bent his t-arning to religicn, and religion was with huat
the fast :

to guod, and ungels knes

¢ For Usaw him after mauy days, when the time of s relee
was come,

“And Tlonged for u congregated world, to behold a dring
saint.

* As the aloe s green and well.iiking (ill the best sumimer ofi
age,

* And then hangeth out its golden belis to mingle glory wii
curruption.

+* As a metcor travelleth in splendour, and then bussteth iné
2 liug light,

* Such was the death of
at his settmg.he
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the righteous ; his death was thesz

* Tupper's * Proverbial Philesophy.”  First Series.




