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From Lovilicaîq y. %* wù 1%, ir that the Pri"its uitder the .1[e
mtie lntv wcnrc furlîiddcn te use iiitoxicating dritks vvlmcn thry en-
tercd tinto the tabhernsacle of te Loard, and il is d.!clàured that tlieir
drinkinZ of litese %vould so pollule tuein as tu expose thern tu in-
stait deaili iii apîprîîching the prescuce of God. 'te Gdi cltup.
tcr of Ntiiibcrti L'ýcs iis an accounit oif the law of tue Nazurite±i
ini whieh wc fintheUi use of winc forbmdflen ; and in the pro1ihe.
ries of Anîns, fi. 12, tic gîililt of tîtose Whîo gave Witte te thc Na.
7.arites is pointcd eut wviîi itq liunisiiiîîent. Oht ! tliot tîtose wiîu

us »omn ictsofIcsa;o n comtpulsion te drink, ivoului

The3 history of Isme! in the wiidcmness afrrds icucît iiistrtic.

tiqît lu timose who stud3' it atutivciy. 'rite way W5i6 long and
tirmee, the travelicrs werc cxpo&d te Ilic, sultry air of the dcsr'
by du#y, and the chiiling frosts by iiighit, yet oit tiîey ivent for
forty :,ear, titeir raiment waxcd aot cild, necithier did tîteir tout
swcii ; und in titut drecary wiidcrîîess a race grew up, whio should
expel tho giants, thse sons of Anak, from citics great, nnd walied
up te lienven. Nowv wluat was the food tind drink provided foratî
tîst host, supposeid tu have bec» about two, millions in nuiober ?
WVero thc provision to bc miade by thse wviec chldren cf titis gene.
ration wiu oppose temnpcraxtcc socîcties, tlicy would nu doubit luy
ini as of prinary imnportance, an abundant sujtpily of brandy, or
other -1gcod stuif," for thc purposa of couniteracting tise efUŽcts
of thc climate. Not su, liowevcr, did tîte wisdonî of God -e fit,
wh liait ncver furniihcd alcohiol te any cf hit creatures, eillier it
inliraculous hiupply, or in the ordinary bounties cf bie providence.
Imrel, in tîteir ivanderîngs in tic descrt, werc Bupplîed witi te
simple f ige of manna frorn litaven, and wttter from thec rock,
wlîich folloivcd timons ait the way. This history ceinpletely de.
monstrates tlic truth, that nothing but watcr is neccssary as a
drink for mani.

Tlic 35ti chapter of thc prophecies of Jeremiah, gives us an ac.
count cf a tot.al abstinece society, whîclî liad been formed by
Jonadab, the son cf Rcchab, ncariy three centuries before. t.
special biessing w3s promiseid to the mcnibcrs cf titis socicty on
accotit of theïr faiflifuly kceping tc picdge, given them by thecir
father and founidor. That blcssing has been bestowvcd down te

_*a "rsnt time, when titat society is cxisting in fui! efficîency,
ils memlqçrs drinking no wine, and now numbering sîxty thou.
8&nd. liere, thon, is a flourishing society cf two Uiousand five
ltundrtd ycara standing, at once te test the truth of the accusa.
tion, that total abstinence ta a modem iiivontion, andi to illustrate
the truth cf wbat we have statcd, thnt titis prmnciple is a moral

pritcèlple in the administration cf God's providence ; and it fuir.
tlher proves, t.hat attcnding toi titis principlu will meot with aL M
ward in the blessing whicb follows il., and cf conscquonce, that
the negleet or conteiuting cf titi priltaîple wiil rt-uit ia cvil and,
punialtîtett.

The. nextcem whiclî %ve notice is that cf Dsr M1 and his cern.

pauitorts,.-,ho, in Uie palace of Ilabylun, dctermined fui naintaini
thin principlat and purposel net tu defla theniseýl sby Uic use cf
the king,& meat and wiu Meizar watt afraid titat on Uic simple
dict of pulsa and *&ater thoy would not Lhrvc, nor ptescnt a
hcalthy appearance ; bat thc resmit provcd that total abstinene
was Uic sarne tien as now. Daniel and his companiens, like the p
tctot.ç cf the prosenit day, wera fairer and healthier looking 9
Ui= Sexs, white ticfr mnids bcing freod from the deleterious ~
cifiets cf te use of unnataral stimulants, werc prcpared for thoxe a
utudies which. were te fit thema for the important stations f.hey

w7er aterwardo to fill.
We next notice Jobn tho Biaptist, who appcared as thc fore.d

raviner or the Aleçsiah1, antd %rvle," rom filliig tllis ;inportant nlrjrr
%vat% frec front liing iiluted witî veine, and thon 1îniço on tu JLsui
himself. àftli lias be ,'ajd and ivritten respecting tiîcexain.
plc of Christ ist the ninrrhigr or Cana, but o, 'Very uitie purpns4.
Until it cai be posilirriy siîcwn whiller the wine tas inioxi<'dt.
ing or tint, no positire argumnt cati hé? fotanded on it, citer oit
one side tir the other. We rnuqt go tu other exunipies, anid liera
wce finit that in flte tinly inshince iti wisici it is certain thut intox.
icating %vine wtîs of-red tu otir Saviour, «,i that instance lie rc-
fused il. From titis, (the case of lais crucifixion,) may bc infcrred,
but wvhiclu, of corre, ctinnot bc nantliematically demon)strted-
tliat tito modern aicmnts to iinake Christ appear -a a glutton and
winc bîbbcer, arc abhout as miuch fottnded oiu trutit aeîthu uncient.

Ulaviiig prtoeccdcd tlius fair, wc niay readily suppose titat the
Chîrclî of Ciirist, whiciî ias to constitute tà stpiritual kingdont of
Pricsis and Nazarites to God, sliculd bc frcc from Iie de.fllcniîc'n
of thc vicc agaittst îlitch (tur offorts rirc d1.reted, attd tîtat ail ils
îtîoinburs ,Iiotild exliit at lcast as lîigh a staxiucird of~ citaracteraIs
thc fcwv of former ages, %who, likuc Daniul, pîîrposcd not to dcile
thieniseives %vith ltrevitiliiig immoral practices and conformities tu
tc %vorld, contrary tu te c!îaracer of a holy nation and i peci.

liar people. By cxamsnation, tîten, wve flnd thal the ap-isties, and
cspccially -Paul, time npostle of the Gentiles, cntbodiud thte total ab.
stinenco princîp!e in the fuiiest maniner la their episties ; aîtd wo
fibd the apostle drctiag tue cvangeit TinTrotlty te relax th i.
gidity witli whieh lie -kcpt tliat principle, by makiag a medicitial
use of wîne. The writers of the age îm -nedîately succeeding titat
of the aposties, tdl us that the féasts of the Cliristians of tîtat d.ty
were not made witb winc. In thc long pcrted of dcgcneracy zend
darkncss whici siccedcd, this princl;île," Iikc cvcr other, bc.
came inîactive, or was Jest ; but now, ini the latter days, wlsen the
Clîureh of Christ i.s teeming with great ovents, wlîich givc.pra-
mise of still grcater-whcn e-çents arc rapidly haFtcninig on te t
crisis of lte worid-mw hon the air begins to vibrato with the wisîgs
of !lhe ange! flying through thc midst of licaven with the over.
lasting gospel-wlîon tire pure and holy principies of the Word of
Qed, long conccailed by lte conforinity of Christians te the world,
are being broughit forth in ail their .pristine beauty-can we
suppose that titis principlo would remain any longer despîs-ed ini
the Chiurch of Christ?7 No ; it is plain that the negici of this
principie ha£ raîssd an insuperablo barrier te the progreis of the
Citurciî, in carryîng out lier great Commission to, evarugelize tue
worid, and it must be rernoved. The proscrnt century opened ln
nidst of iMissionary organization and enterprize, which lied bcen
advancing in an acccloratiag ratio during the century preecding.
The prcsont is au age of greaf. tndertakinge. IVe live in intil:t
of grand efforts in science and religion. Wc have scarc-Ay tiino
to, wonder at sorne great discovery, when -anothcr crowde upon
iur view. The steum orngine is producing affects botb physical
ind moral, unp.ecedc'ited in thet world. The telescope and the
nieroscopc arc eqdffilly Iaying open thre wondcrs of natuea. A
{erschell is laying down the lavs which govcrn the revolutions of
woeids, and a Blrown unravelling thc mysterios of the hunuan
nind.

The sanc progress appemr in the social conditioci of mani.
muie lu a rapid devalopeunant of character and principlcb, ait
lîowing a rapîd onward progress of human ncture. The division
f labor cornes la te aid in producing grcat results, both in thc
hysical and mieral world. The onward progress of the Church,
nit the mighty agenéies required, hava caused Uic formation of

ocicties for pcrfornxîng specific parts of thc work, such es Libli<
icutes, for cireulating the Word of Ged; Tract Socic4Uas, t

iUstrbuta clicaply religicus knowlodgc ; Temperance S-ocite,


