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From Leviticus x. 9, we loarn that the Priests under the Mo
miic taw were forbidden to ude intoxicatmg drinks when they en.
tered into the tabernacle of the Lord, and o is declarcd that their
drinking of theee would so pollute them as to expose them tu in-
stant death in approaching the presence of God.  The 61l chup.
ter of Numbers gives us an account of the luw of the Nuzantes,
in which we find the use of winc forbidden ; and in the prophe.
cics of Aning, fi. 12, the guilt of those who gave wi.nc to the Na.
zarites is pointed out with its punishment. Oh ! that those who
usc 8o many weans of persuasion and compulsion to drink, would
sttend to such denunciations as this !

‘I'he history of Tsrel in the wilderncss affords 1auch instrue-
tion to thosc who study it attentively.  The way was long and
tiresoine, the travellers were cxposud to the sultry air of the descr’
by duy, und the chilling frosts by night, yct on they went for
furty years, their raiment waxed aot old, neither did their foot
swell ; und in thut dreary wilderness a race grew up, who should
expel tho giants, the sons of Anuk, from citics great, and walled
up to hesven. Now what was the food and drink provided for all
that host, supposed to have been about two millivns in number ?
Were the provix‘s’i(m to bc made by the wise cluldren of this gene.
ration who oppuse temperance socicties, they would no doubt lay
in as of primary importunce, an abundant supply of brandy, or
other ** good stuff,” for the purpose of counteracting the effects
of the chmate. Not so, however, did the wisdom of God see fit,
who has never furnished aicohol to any of his creatures, either in
miraculous supply, or in the ordinory bounties of his providence.
Yoracl, in their wanderings in the desert, were supplied with the
sinple f ae of manna from heaven, and water from the rock,
which followed them all the way. This history completely de.
meonstrates the truth, that nothing but water is necessary asa

drink for man.

. 'The 35th chapter of the prophecies of Jeremiah, gives us an ac.
count of a total ahstincnce society, which had been formed by
Jonadub, the sun of Rechab, ncarly three centurics before. 4
special blessing was promised fo the “members of this socicty on
sccount of their faithfully keeping the pledge, given them by their
father and founder. That blessing has been bestowed down to

ho present time, when that socicty is existing in {ull efficiency,
its memkers drinking no wine, and now numbering sixty thou.
sand. Hcre, then, is a flourishing socisty of two thousand five
hundred years® standing, at once to test the truth of the accusa.
tion, that total abstinence 18 a modern invention, and to illustrate
the truth of what we have stated, that this principle is 2 moral
pﬁnc\xple in the administration of God's providence ; and it fur.
ther proves, that attending to this principls will meet with a re-
ward in the blessing which follows it, and of consequence, that
tho neglect or contemning of this principle will result in ovil and
punishment.

The next case which we notice is that of Darlel and his com.
panions, Wwho, in the palace of Babylon, determined 4o muintain
this principle, and purposed not to defilo themselves by the usc of
the king’s meat and win.  Melzar was afraid that on the simple
diet of pulse and water they would not thrive, nor present a
heaithy appearance ; bat the result proved that total abstinence
was the same then as now. Daniel and his companions, likethe
teoto of the present day, were fairer and healthier looking
thﬁ;s. while their minds being freod from the deleterious
effccts of the uss of unnatural stimulants, were prepared for those
studics which. were to fit them f{or tho unportant stations they
were allerwards to fill,

Wo next notico John tho Baptist, who appeured as tho fore.
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runner of the Messiah, and who, from filling this important offien,
war free from being polluted with wine, and then piss on to Jusus
himself,  Much hus been suid and written respecting the-exam.
pte of Christ u¢ the marriuge of Cana, but fo very fittie purpos:,
Until it cun be positively shewn whether the wine was intoxicat.
ing or not, no positive argument can hé founded on 3t, cither on
one side or the other.  We must go to other exumples, and hero
we find that in the anly instunce in which it is certain that intox.
icating wine was offered to our Saviour, in that instance he re.
fused it. From this, (the case of his crucifixion,) may be inferred,
bat which, of course, cunnot be mathematically demonstrated—
that the modern attempts to make Christ appear as a glutton and
wine bibber, are uhsut us much founded on truth as’the ancient,
Having procecded thus fur, we may readily supposc that the
Church of Carist, which was to constitute a gpintual kingdom of
Pricsts and Nuzarites to God, should be free from the defilement
of the viee against wluch our offorts are directed, and that all ite
members should exhibit at Jcust as high u stundard of charucterus
the few of former ages, who, hke Danicl, parposed not to defile
themselves with prevailing immoral practices and conformities to
the world, contrary to the churacter of « holy nation and u peca.
har people. By examination, then, we find that the ap.stles, and
especially Paul, the apustie of the Gentiles, embodivd the totui ub.
stinence prineiple in the fullest manner in their epistles ; and wo
find the apostle dirccting the evangelist Tirothy to refux the ni.
gidity with which he kept that prineiple, by making a medicimal
use of wine. The writers of the age im nediately succeeding that
of the apostles, tcll us that the feasts of the Christians of that day
were not made with wine, In the long period of degeneracy and
darkncss which succeeded, this principle, like every other, be.
came mactive, or was lost ; but now, in the latter days, when the
Church of Christ is tecming with great events, which give.pro-
mise of still greater—when events are rupidly hastening on to the
crisis of the world—when the air begins to vibrate with the wings
of the ange!l flying through the midst of hcaven with the cver.
lasting gospel—when the pure and holy principles of the Word of
God, long conceuled by the conformity of Christians to the world,
are being brought forth in all ther.pristine beauty—ean we
suppose that thia principle would remain any longer despised in
the Church of Christ 7 No; itis plain that the neglect of this
principle hac raised an insuperable barrier to the progress of the
Church, in carrymng out her great Commission to evangelize the
world, and it must be removed. 'Lhe present century opened in

 midst of Missionary organization and enterprize, which had been

advancing in an accelerating ratio during the century preceding.
The present is an age of great undertakings. We live in midst
of grand efforts in science and religion.  'We have scarculy time
to wonder at some great discovery, when sanother crowds upun
our view. ‘The steam engine is preducing cffects both physical
‘and moral, unprecedented in the world. The telescope and the
microscope are equdxily laying open the wonders of nature. A
Herschell is laying down the laws which govern the revolutions of
worlds, and a Brown unravelling the mysterics of the human
mind.

The samc progress appears in the social conditioh of man.
There is @ rapid devclopement of character and principley, ail
showing a rapid onward progress of human neture.  The division
of labor comes in to aid in producing great results, buth in the
physical and moral world. The onward progress of the Chureh,
and the mighty sgenties requircd, havo caused the formation of
societies for performing specific parts of the work, such as Dbl
Sucictes, for circulating the Word of Ged; Tract Societics, t
distnbute cheaply rcligious knowledge ; Temperanes Societics, !



