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vonderful deliverance. For by the death of the King of F rance, the
fiiithllal ini France were delhvercd as it were from present death, and
the prolèessors ini Scotland, who, by their foolish ways liad. miade thiem-
selves slaves to strangers, wvere restored agyain to the freedoîu and
liberty of a free realm.">i

The first General Asseinbly of the Reformed Churehi of Scotland
was he]d at Ediuburgh on the twentieth day of December, juLst three
centuries ago. Iu proof of the "grarity of' pastors," as Calderwood
expressed it, and of "ethe smail begiiunings of our Asseiniibies,"-
seven iministers only, aud thirty-six coinmniss.oner-s fromn the lnity,
formed the w'hole conv'ocation;' aud their procedure was so orderly
as to render a inoderator or chairmnan unnecessarýy. Indeed it is a
remarkable fitet that of the seven, Assemblies whIichi wcre hield be-
twixt 1560 and 1567, il does not appear froin the records that one
possessed what is now considered a requisite so uecessary as even a
presiding and g,,uidinc, ioderator. Promn the minutes of the lirs
Assembly it ap)pears that a large portion of the tixue ivas eînployed
in tue selection and nomination of such persons as were considered
best qualifled for 'preaehiung the Word and rninisteriug .tde sacra-
nients." Aiîd sncbl as were not thoughit suitably qualificd, for tiiose
dutics occupicd tic inferior office of Ilpublic readers." Iu thi- listrict
of Kyle, nine arc rep)ortcd as fit to bc Ilreaders," and olie o>ily as le apt
to teach." St. Andrews furnislies not feivcr thian tive)it'-one, who seeni
to belong te thiis hionorable frateriiity. Thirteen othiers from differeuit
localities are narned as Ilthouglît apt and able to iniister." Tiiese
facts render most remarkzable thc rapid progrcss of Ulic Cltrch, -for
we fînd it stated 'wv Professor Lorimer of Londonu in biis lately pub-
lishied work, on the "Tr-iceniteinary"- that iii 1.567 therc %wcrc 257 ordlainied
niinisters, besides 151 exhiorters and 455 readers. Many of thie
readers first became exiiorters, and afterwards ordaincd ministers, tili
at lengtli iii 1iS1, the office of Ileader bcig no longer inccessary, and
as being Ire o ordinary office mithin the kirk of God," it wvas tiience-
forthi abolislied.

Amnong the aets of tliis first G-encrai Assembly %ve find,-varions re-
gulatioîîs regarding the boulids of pastoral charges; the laws of' nifinity
in regard to nmarriage; the public setting apart or admission of minis-
ters, eiders, and deacons ; the nîature and extent of churchi disciplinie for
offenders; wliile tlîis benlevolent provision wvas madte for the pricsts of
the old religion; that sucli as have bcen officers iii tic Popish
cbiurch, shouid be supportcd wit1î thie alms of thie Kirk as oUmer
poor, if their conversation wcre Iîonest." Ilesides those matters ivhich
propcrly belong to ecclesiastical procedure, a, good variety of peti-
tiens wcre drawni up aud ordered te be prescuted te thie powers that.
thoen wcre, o11 suibjeets of public iîîtcrest to niorals and rcligion, and
on dic seulement and organization of the churchi ; andl witl this
view the Assenîbly wvas continucd tilt January lSth, 1561, the day
tliat lîad bec» fixcd by public authority for tuie mneeting of the Parlia-


