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Tl'I ROIANCE 0F "TI-IEý' KILLING TM.

IVV THIE RE'J. ALFRED> G. IRNVIN, B.A., . I..

I.

OME\It years ag-o.
~<fZ4\\.lien the Rev.

Tlhomas Guthrie,
~4~L~a. of Ragged "'ehlool

f falle, wvas in the he\ dav
of biis relowvn, a meeting ini the in-
terests of Ibis work Nvas hield in
Edinburghi, and wvas addressed bv
the Duke of Arg-yle. lu bis intro.-
duction of the Dulke, 'Mr. Guthrie
rein-arked thiat this wvas not thie
first t;inie that anl Argyle and a
Guthirie hiad spoken in L(linl)urgh
froin the saine piatformn iii a worthvy
cause." I-is allusion created tlue
greatest entlitusiasmi, being greeted
with round( upon round of ap-
plauise. Hie referred, as everv
Scotcbmian knows, to tiiose stir-
ring times, over tn'o centuries
silice , \\,len Arclîibaid Campbell,
MIarquis of Arg.le, and the Rev.
J arnes Gutlîrie, 'ninister of Stir-
ling, were executcd within a feNw
days of cadi othier upon tic- saine
scaffoid, the first-fruits ot Scot-
land's harvest of nmartyrs in the
cause of the Covenant.

Argyvle lîad carried the k-iingys
crowiî at Scoiie, a dozen vears be-
fore, and lîad placed it on - tlie
rov-al bead. Gutlîrie, too, liad
1)eeii a staulncli rovalist. and(l ad
pleaded the cause 'of Chuarles I.
ýagainst Cronmwell. But tbiev re-
presented the head andi front of
the Coveiîan ting nîoveient, and
thiat inovement Charles Il. lîad (le-
terinied to (iestroy. Hie chier-
ishied a grudge against thie Coven-
anters for tiie surrender of ]lis
fatiier to the forces of the parlia-
nment. But ]lis ennîiitv wvas more
largely due to blis dçiscernnîienit
thiat the ciainis they asserted. <and
the spirit tlîey nuanifested. were
directlyiiv aîîagoniistic to the dearest

(lesire of biis Iieart. A nominal
Clîurchrnan., in reality a Catholic,
and thiat. too, froni politicai r-ather
dianl religions niiotives-Cathloli-
cismn supported tie divine riolit
of kings-a mnan apparent],, utter-
lv witlout morail conviction, anl
inbluisingi senstialist, tie veriest
of triflers, lie lîad oiie sciious pur-
pose, to attain to absolute power
in 'Clîurch and State. Tis pur-
pose lie J)rosecutcd witli a tcniacity
and a disregyard for trutli and
hionour characteristic of the house
of Stuart, and followcd it with a
subtiltv and cuingiim far excecding,
thiat of any' of b'is pzredecessor-s. 1

lu bis extrenîity, lie hiad sub-
scribed the Covemant, but in bis
prosJ)eri ty lie utterh- repu(iiate(I
biis oýatIs. H-e wvas thus, bv pro-
mise and consent, the champion
and defender of the Prcsbvterian
cause, but the lirst Scotchi parlia-
me~nt of bis reigni-kniow'n bv tlue
mi :nviable sobriquet of thle
Drunken Parinizzen t-pass ed anl
act declaring tie kiing supremne in
ail matters alikze civil and ecclesias-
tical. It formulatcd anl oathl of
allegiance. -and p)roiulgatedl an
Act Recessory, undoing- at a stroke,-
ail the hiard-won victories of
tw%-ecntv vears iii the struggle be-
tweCen Presbytery and l)relatisin.

On bis -,vav to the scaffold.
Argvle, whlo had beeni a manî of
N-aried and gifted parts. deciai-ed,

1 could die like a Romnan, bult
cboose to clie like a Chiristian:"
and Guthrie. wvboni Cromwell
called ' the shlort man thait could
neot bo\v," wlhen the napkrin Iiad
I)een piace(i about ]lis face. raisecl
it to crv, "J'lie Covenianits. the
Covenants shil yet be qcotl-,tiç's


