The Cross.
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become his Faiher, and it isin Lis pa-
ternal tenderness that he places all his
confidence at the hour of dwrath. lor
this reason he comseilled his spisit in-
‘o his ends.  \What more certain or
faithful depuesitary than a Failer) and
particularly when he soul of his
Son is confided to his care 7 His Fa-
ther therefore cugerly received this be-
Yoved saul, carciully preserved i,
and faithfelly restored it at the appoint-
ed time, that is,
surrection, by reuniting it to his body, 'c
to be never more sc pa*.».icd froimn it.
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on the day of his re-|
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and preserve them for ever in your
love.’

O last word of Jesus! sweet word
which it is impossible to cull to mind
without remembering the death and the
divine love of our Saeviour! Chris-
tians ! let us imprint it on our memory
and preciously guard it as the monu-
ment of our deliverance, the founda-
tion of our joy «nd hope during life, and
as a pledge of peace and confidence at

the hour of death. [t was thus the
chureh end th.e saints considered it.
‘The churceh recites it daily in her of-

It is thus the literal scmse of this!fice, whenat the close of day, and of
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word :s explained by the holy fathers
and interpreters.  St. Athanasius adds
this simple but so admirable reflection
that it is umpossible to read it without
eaperiencing the most delieious emo-
tions.  “ When Jesus seds on the
cross, Falker into thy hands I co
mend my speatt, we must behold in
this spirit 2!l men whem he  has com-
mitted with himsclf to the bosom of his
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t'ather, and whom he commends towere consoled in death.
andiin imitation

him that they may be vivilied by
in this spisil. For we are his mem-
berz. and this multitude of members;

that we are, form but one body, which{and tuis lust sigh of your Son.
ihe en-;hearing his prayer, you have heard ours

is the ¢! n.r*h. It is theretore
tire fotthful whom he recommends to!
God with his own soul.’—Thus the
great work of redempition is entirely

achicved, and the Son of the Most High'

commits him=clf iv10 the hands of his
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Father. becau.e it was for Lim he had-

laboured. as if ke said o him,

¢ Father,’

vou have desired me to eome and puri-

fv the world frem its crimes. I have
come and I have cleansed it in my
blood.  Reeeive mie now and see whe-
ther the work I have performed be well
cone, whether the children of my re-

gratiiude.

her prayer, she wishes to reveal to our
mind, the term:nction of car life, and
the 1noment when we shall pray to God
for the last time. She particularly
lovesto reciteit and to bringit to the
recollection of God himself, when she
recoimmends to Lium the soul of one of
her expiring children. A St. Basil,
a St. Lewis, and many other saints
prouounced it when dying, and they
We should
of their exzmple pro-
nounce it with our last breath.

You accept, O Lord, this last worg,
In

! by anticipaiion, and accepted the depo-
sit of our <ou!s, by acceping the care
of his. By raising him up on the third
day, you have aiso by anticipation
raised us. Accept beforehand likewise,
the humble, but cordial tribute of our
We shall be more grateful,
and bave a betier knowledze of your
tender mercies, O Lord, in your glori-

_ous eternity.

demption, being now clearsed in my

purity, be warthy of vou ; zecept them

Ye have already observeéd,as a re-
markable circumstance in this wrast
Wo=rp, of the Man-God, that it was ut-
tered with a loud cry, as the YovrTR.
St Luke assures us of this in expresy



