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REVIVAL IN BUILDING.
Notwithstanding the , prevaifling
high prices of lumber, hardware and
other elasses of building material the
present promises to be an  active
building season in  Winnipeg, and
many of the country towns of 3fani-
toba. Already in the city soae of
the large new buildings profected for
this season's construction are under
way and owing to the dry woather
rapld headway is being made. Besides
these a considerable number of more
or less expensive dweiling houses are
Wing constructed. Winnipeg needs a
Yarge rumber of new buildings ot var.
ious kinds.  The stores, dwellings, ote.,
buitt in the boom days are rapidly be-
comiing unfit for use and wili have to
give place in the near future to a
letter and more enduring cluss  of
buildings, having all modern «conven.
itaces. Not only is this the case, hut
the city Is growing so that it has now
cxceeded  In population the oa-
pacity of its building vo  con-
tain 6, and iL is o most  difficult
thing to find a vacant houso or store.
In conscquence of tlus -rents have
goene up quite 20 per cent., and it
has once more become possible to make
gud profite out of renting dwellings
and stores,  Much the sume state of
affalrs exists in the couuntry, whers
man) of our country towns have out-
grown their first generation of buiid.
fugs and ave experienclng quite a ve-
stval of the bullding business. People
who have been living in the country
for any length of time have gathered
around  themselves a  considerablo
«mount of property of one kind and
w ther and are able to {lnance for
mew bufldings w0 betier advantage
and in many cases to pay for them out-
right.  There does pob appear to bo
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the slightest danger of the mistalkes
of the early eightics, which led to xo
much boom building apd consequent
vulnation, owing to the inability of
people to  carry thelr real estate
loldings, being repeated in Manitoba
as the preseat revival in buliding s

‘bused on a legitimate Increase 1n

population and wiil not any moro than
keep pace with the growth of  the
country.

THE TRAVELLER AS A
COLLECTOR.

Oue of the bugbears of the commer.
ciat traveller In the business of collect-
Ing, which he Is sometimes required to
undertake. Some traveliers make
good collectors, but the majority
make very poor ones, and for what
scom te them good reason. They Qo
not care to jeopardize their chances
of making new sales by a too carnest
cffort along the line of pressing for
payment of some old account, The
average retail dealer of any kind is
a decidedly sensitive creature as a
rule, and needs considerable petting to
keep In good humor, and the traveller
who is unfortunato enough to give him
4 baad guarter of, an nour over an acs
count is likely, when he next asks for
an order, to get turncd down. For this
reason most traveliers make poor <ol-
Icctors.  Sometimes, however, it hap-
pens that a house will strike a genius
who can both sell and colect with
equal facllivy, but it is ouly rarcly that
thiy combinution is obtained. Mostly
whent a man proves to be a good sales.-
man he manages it Ly stauding In
with the customer, which means thas
collections are left in the background,
aud when one proves to be 2 good col-
lector it is either besause he deter-
mines to keep a clear slate and let
the future take care of itsell, becauss
the merits of his goods are suck that
the retailer must have them, or be.
cause he is a genius in this particu.
lar calling. .

Winnipeg Bo::rd of Trade.

An important meeting of the coun-
cil of the Winnipeg board of trade
was held on the afternoon of \Wed-
nesday, the 23rd ult., a report of
which was unavoidably crowded out
of last week's Commercial. At the
meeting correspondence was read be-
tween the board and Premier JMac-
donald in reference to the appoint-
ment of an official assignee for the
province, which Indicated that legis-
lation will be passed shortly embody-
ing the views of the board in the mat-
ter. Representations now being made
by the board of St. John, N. B., to
the Dominlon government for the re-
peal of the duties upon empty pack-
ages such as frult buskets and boxes
which have no commercial value were
endorsed. The correspondence re the
late Territorlal insolvency act 1was
read and the action of the officers in
the matter approved. A. Strang, dele-
gate to the Grand Forks waterway
convention, reported on that gather-
ing. It was reported trat the C. P. R.
had agreed to remove an objection-
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able frelght regulatfon affecting mix-
ed carlots. The board’s actlon re ad-
dressing ftreight packages in full was
reported to have met with general ap-
proval throughout Canada. L. A,
Nares was appointed dclegate to the
fourth congress of chambers of com-
merce to be held in London, BEngland,
June 26 to 29,

C.N. Bell, secretary of the board,re-
ported on the result of hls recent
trip to Ottawa. Among other things
this report dealt with Manitoba ex-
port statistics, In the past much of
the grain and produce of Manitoba
exported to other countries has figur-
ed in the Dominion returns as from
Quebec and other eastern provhices
owing to the system of compiling
statistics which places the exports to
the credit of the province in which
the shipping port is situated. In this
way Quebec gets credit for much ot
the exports of Manitoba. The min-
ister of customs has promised to
remedy this, and is now working out
a scheme, for doing so. In the matter
of branch post ofifices In Winnipeg
such representation has been wmade
to the postmaster-general that he has
promised as many branch offices as
the Winnipeg inspector shall recom-
mend. As a resuit of Mr. Bell's cf-
forts for the establishment of flax-
seed inspection for Manitoba, a bill
has been passed through both houses
at Ottawa embodying the recommen-
dations of the board. Another im-
portant reform is In regard to the
inspection of grain in the Manitoba
division. The minister has agreced to
instruct all grain fnspectors to spec-
ify the exact amount of dirt or for-
elgn seeds to be cleaned out of grain
which has been ordered by them to
be cleaned. A conference was held be-
tween NMr. Bell and the mem-
ber for Winnipeg re the in-
spection of apples and Mr. Bell
reports that Mr. Puttee s carefully
watching western fnteresis in the
matter. Mr. Bell interviewed the
postmaster gencral on the question of
better service on the ¥imerson branch
of the Northern Pacific rallway, with
the result that reform has been pro-
mised. In the matter of customs
duty being collected on the commis-
sions_of agents buying foreign goods
for Canadian firms, Mr. Bell inter-
viewed the minister of customs, but
no concessions could be obtained in
this matter. The final paragraph of
Mr. Bell’s report dealt with the ques-
tion of inspection of grain at Non-
treal. The corn exchange of that
city have asked for and obtained _zi
bill providing that all foreign grain
passing through Canada for export
may be inspected at Montreal and
certificates of grade issued. Interest
was taken by the Winnipeg board in
this matter owing to an effort hav-
ing heen made by some members of
the Montreal exchange tohave the
bill also provide for Inspection of
Manitoba grain at that port. ‘This
idea did not, however, in the mean-
time gain favor with the majority of
the Montreal exchange to have the
movement did not result in anything,

On Tuesday afternoon of this week
a meeting of the full board was held
which is reported as follows: The pre-
sident, D. K. Elliot, occupied the chalr
and on caliing the mecting to order
gave a summary of the actions of the
councll since the last meeting of the
board. Amongst other matters the
question had arisen of a delegate to
the London congress of chambers of
comnierce and Mr. Narcs had beei: ask-
ed to represent the Winnipeg board of
trade. A delcgation from the councll
had waited upon Mr. iellen during his
visit to the city regarding the re-
building or deposition of the ruins of
the Manitoba hotel. They had heen



