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Montreal Grocery Market.

Tho easy tono to the sugar market noted in
our last has coatinued, and we have to note
a furthor declino of 1 16c in granulated. Theo
above is, no doubt, duo to the weak cables on
beot, which noto a drop of 431 on the weok,
now beiog quoted at 12431, Ia New York
tho feoling has ruled steady aund granulated is
unchanged at 41160 Tho dercand on spot
has been good, and the markot bas been active
with a Iar%o volumeof business doingat 4 3 103
for round lots of granulited, and 43 for amall

uantities. Yellows are moviog wellat 33 to
g}o as to quality at the fautory, but we ua-
derstand that tho above insids figuro has been
shaded for low grades.

The market for ayrup has continued to ru'e
fairly aotive, thore being & good demand for
fair sized lots, and p {ces are steady at 2 to 2%0
for bright and 1} to 14c for ordinary,

Tho market for molasses has ruled somewhat
quiot during the past week, owing to the fact
that buyers are holding off some, ou ascount of
tho large offerings from the Island. A fair
business is roported in small lo‘s, and prices
aro about steady at 3lc for car lots, and 32¢
for smaller quantities.

The demand for teas has been fair and tho
mackot has ruled moderately active and
steady. Thero is a good enquiry for Japans,
vanging from 10 to 125, Congos havo also met
witha fair salo and ono lot of 250 packages
is roported at 10 to 1lec.

Ia rice a fair business is doing for this season
at steady prices, Wo quote: S:andard, $3.50
to 3.75, Japan, $3.75 to 4.23, and Patna, $1.25
to 4.75

la dried fruit the feature is the firmness of
raisins under very light atocks. Ordinary off
s'alk Valencias in 10and lots are held firm at
4}o not, while selected are very scarco and firm
at 94 to 6o, and layers at 6 to Bjc.

Currauts rale easy under heavy stocks and
holders have conceded a 4c without iuducing
much business. In barrels, we quote 3u, half
barrels, 33c and quarter barrels, 32c.

There are faicr quantities of prunes on the
way, but epst supplies ave very light and
prices are firm at 5ic.

The only new feature in the miarket fur can-
ned goods has been the decided improvement in
the demand for canned apples, which is due to
the great scavcity and high prices of the
green articlo, aud sales in consequence of
canned have been large, and some rouad lots
have sold at 32 65 to 2.75 per dozsn for gallons.
The prospeots for the sale of new packed sal
mon are very poor at present, owing to the
fact thut stocks of old all over ths world are
large, and the indications are that prices will
rule very low.  Lob ters are offering freely in
a jobbing way at $6 per case without meating
with buyers. For rouad lots this price would,
no duvubt, be shaded to someextent. We quote:
Lobsters at §6 to 6 50 per case ; sardines at
£8.50 to 9 50;,8alinon at $1.15 to 1.20 per box ;
tomatoes at 80 to 850 p:r duzen; peaches at &2
to 2 10 per dozen; curn ,at 85 to 90c per doz n
and marrowfat peas at 83 to 90c per dozen, —
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Nail Situation in Toronto,

¢ Weo lave not made or shipped so many
pails in avy one week since the works have
been established as we have during the past
weel,” said a represeatative of the Grabham
Nail Works, inreply to a query of Hardwate,
¢ nor have we over had so many inquiries for
prices in the same time. This is to us con-
clusive proof that stocks throvghout Ontario,
Northwest Territories and British Columbia
must be very light. We have heard of
a few cases whoro Montreal npails have
been sold in the West since the drop in price,
but the dealer was led to believe we would not
meet the figure. We wish you to inform the
trade that such is not the case. We make a
full line of ut rails, clinch nails, coopers’ nails,

and both bright and blued wire nalls, and tho
quality of cur nalls s 80 woll eatablished that
wo do not havo any trouble in solling them.
Wo aro surpeleed that somo of the wholeralo
houses {n tho \Vest aro trying to lnduce pooplo
to buy M.ntroal nalls lu preforence to ours;
but thn trade will study thelr intorests by
welting us for prices bofors placing their orders,
Oao or two of our [rlondes fnul sore already, and
they will think twlco Lefore again placing
ordera with firms who do not handle our nails,
Wo natarally thiak that the Oatario dealors
should buy Oatarlo made nalls, espsclally when
we can give thom tho bost nall made in Canada
at tho same prioe thoy oan buy {a Montreal.”

‘“ How does tho salo ol vut gomparo with
wiro nafla?"

* Well, out nalle aro choapor than wite, and
tho consumer knows now that thoy hold boetter
than wice, 8o that it Is hacdly nocossary to say
we ship vory many more cut naile than wire
nails.  Wo aro making o blusd wiro nail which
holds a growt donl Lestor than bright, bue all
tlfu; samo tho oud nslls are haviog tho bost
o t-"

‘Do you think naile wiil bo any cheapor 2"

“*Wodo nat seco how thoy osn unloss tha
Govoernment romovos tho duty ou tho raw ma.
terfal, and this is fixed for somo time to come,
tho tarifl having juat lately been rovised.”

* Do you think nafls will go up in prico to
tho extent that thoy might undur tho prosent
taviff?"

“ Ask mo somothiog oasy, No doubt the
makers would put up the prlos if somo satis.
factory arrangemont oould ho made.”—Toronto

Hardwaro,
e —rentt—

Duty on Outlery.
The Montreal Impirtors of cutlory have
forwarded the followlug potition to O.tawa,
regarding the duty oa tablo cutlery.

‘To tho Honorable Goorge E. Foater, Minister
of Finanoo:—

The importers of outlory respootfully desire
to draw youc attontlon to tho propised inaveate
fn tho rate of duty on tablo cutlovy, from 25

to 32% por cont., asking you to recousider tho
matter, and allow the duty to romain at the 25
per cent. rato.

Tho incroase in the 1ato of duty will have
but littlo effeot, i any, in stimulatiag the con.
sumption of hoino mado goods, as the demand
for Sheflield mado goods exlsts and must be
supplied, and In any ovont only the com.
mon and cheap olues oan bo furaished by the
home manufucturor, and that only to a Hmited
extent, whilo the {ncreased cost will apply to
all olasses of tablo cutlory, of which the cheap
class s but a small proportion in value.
The increase o duty will thereforo in-
volve a heavy tax upan o olass of goods which
must bo Impirted from 8hofli:1d, as such are
not mado in Canada, and aro not likely to be
mado in this country undor any condition,

Oae effeot In tho advanse in duty will be to
increase the cost of all table cutlory to the con-
sumer, and this will baar most heavily upon the
farmer and laboring olase, and tao users genec-
ally of tho cheapor gradas of knives and forks,
whose purohases aro, of ncocessity, of cheap
qualities, which last but a short time in use
cumpueé with better qualltios, and consequent
ly the user of cheap goods will have to pay the
advance {n cost sevoral timos over as compared
with tho usar of better quulitlos of goods,

It js an acknowledged fact that table cutlery
could not bo made Inthe Ualted States until
an abnormally high rate of duty was imposed,
and even when this had boen done ooly the
cheaper qualities could Lo tnanufactured there,
while tho bettor ulase of qoodl had still to be
imported from Sheflicdd in tho face ot a duty
intended to bo prohlbl*o-y.

It isalsoan aoknowlodligod fnot that Germany,
with the cheapest 1abor of auy clvilizid country,
bas never beon ablo to supply its own home
market with tablo ocutlery and is dopendent
upon Shofficl 1 {or Ita supplion,

In view of tho foregoing reasons we respoct-
fully request that you will givo the matter your
serious coasideration.

Thoe momorial was signed by all except two
firms who, bowever, it !s said, expressed their
spproval.

The Taviff on Dry Boods.

Ouo of tho groatest requests of tle trade was
for a simplitication of tho tarif. This has
bson secured to a cortain extent, but not by
any moans to the degras dosired. Specifica-
tions have baen abolished in noearly overy
ouso, and all clisses of goods are under an
ad valorom duty. This is simplificativn,
Acothor eoxample is furnished by sergos.
Dress serqes wore formerly 23 per cont,
while men's serges camo in as woolens, and
paid 20 per cont and 10 conts per piund ;
uow both are 30 por cent, and men's sorges
need no longer bo enteied as dress goods to
savo duty Again, take Ita'ian clo*t Uader
the old tariff wool Italian cloths paid 233,
25 or 274 per cent, according to quality,
wbils co'ton Italian cloths paid 32} per cent.
Uader the now tariff they all pay 30 per
cont. These are but exaniples of the simpli.
fication which is being introduced into the
schedules.

Another featuro roticeable, but whiok might
have been more so, is that uafinished goods
Fsy less duty than finished goods. Cotlon
a haoks pays 24 per cont more than former-
ky, while spools remaia the same. This is a

ecreaso in protection to the Canadinn spool.
ing factories, and thread is likely to be ad-
vanced as a conscquence,

Tho ready-made clothing men seem to
have struck a serious snag, Ihe duty isnow
32} per cent ad valorem, as against the old
duty of 106 per 1b and 25 per cent. This
old duty seems to have corverponded to the
old duty on woolens of 100 per Ib and 20
per cent. The new duty on woolens is 30
per cont and on manufactured olothing 32}
per cont. That is, they have 2} per ceat
less proteotion than before, while the duty
on thread has been increased, This is a case
where we agree with tho dry goods ssction
of the Toronto board of trade, that this class
of manufacturers should have at least 10 ‘per
cent protection, that is 10 par cent over any
duties on cloth and other raw material. This
would be protection not only for the manu-
facturer, but also directly for the Caunadian
workman. Tae German lavor which we have
to compete with in this class of goods should
bo taxed —or if not taxed, wages will be
seriously depressed, and no thinking and ob-
sorving person can deny that wages are low
esough already in this branch of industry,
and that tho sweating system has already
made deop enough inroads into this country.
Pear] buttons have been changed from am ad
valorom 1o a specific Guty—a retrogeade step.
Under this schedule pearl buttons costing 15¢ a
gross pay aduty 73.3 per cent, while buttons
costing $15 per gross pay only 20.5 per cent.
The very cheapest pearls are not made ia this
country, the cheapest price beiog 604 per gross,
This isoneof the cases where the taciff dis
criminates io favor of the rich for the protec-
tion of a Canadian industry.

Oa collars, cuffs and shirts the duty has been
slightly reduced, but the principle of specific
duties maintained. The trond of the chauges
are right, but the degres of the change might
have been greater without seriously crippling
any industry.

Tho umbrella duty remains 25 per cent.
Taere has been considerable discussion on this
point, and the dry goods importers have de
clared themsolves in favor of 20 per cent. The
differonce is not very great, and as umbrella
tubes pay 15 por cent, and as there are a large
number of persons employed in the making of
domestic umbrellas, we cannot see that this
duty is so very objectionable. There are cer
tainly other things more objectionable, o.g,
tho specific duties which yet remain,




