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Aa immensely cold snap bas brightended up
business somewhat, the weather being cleav
and cold. A somewat high wind has been ac
companied by sevoral shipping disasters, in
which onc or two steamers and several schoon.
ers have been badly damaged.

Trado generally remains dull and will for
somo weeks yot, there being nothing especinl
to waarant a revival just st present, and in a
fow wecks will reach ita lowest ebb for the

ear.

y ‘I'ho principal event of the week has been the
oponing of parlinment, at which in the address
from tho Throne some important mensures
were outlined,  Tho scssion is oxpected to be
a lengthy one and characterized by a good deal
of hard fightiog. Another oveat of special
note wus the annual session of theB. C.
Fruit Growers’ Associntion held in Vancouver,
The programme was purposely o long one and
included o very comprehensivo Jist of topies af-
fecting tho horticultural interests of the pro-
vince. Itis expected thata large number of
these reports wilt be published for circulation
at the World’s Fair.  Ia this way a good deal
of practical information will be disseminated
and will no doubt bo cagerly sought after.

A report has been circulated, with or with-
out malice it is impossible to aay, that the
Crofter scheme has collupsed aud that the pro-
moters in tho old country have failed in flrat-
ing the commercial schemo connceted with it
on tho money warket.  This is entirely with
out foundation so far, because the p-ouoters
did nat place their projoct on the money mar:
ket at oll, and consequen‘ly could not have
failed, The brokers who had tho matter in
hand advised the promoters of the Commer-
cial company not to do it owing to the bad
s'ate of the money market, and that advico has
been followed. [Iverything indicates that the
money warket is recoverirg in England, aad
at the proper time the scheme will be fhated.
Ia the meantimo all the necessary precautions
have been taken to keep the Acts in force.
The various rumors set on foot in regard to the
Crofter schome are largely political, on both
sides of the water, and are done for the pur
pose of briaging about failure. I{ it does fail
it will be o¥ing to political machirations, acd
not to any defeat in the schemo itself, which if
cairied out, wonld prove to be onoe of the most
important and beneficial commercial enter-
prises ever undertaken on the coast. .

The president of the Otitawa FE'ectric
Street Railway has written to this province
for a supply of the dog fish oil, which
is maonufactured at Skidegate, Queen Charlotte
Islands. A ycar and a hslf ago samples of this
o] were distributed from the British Columbia
Court at the Eastern Exbibitions. Mr. McRue,
tho gentleman above reforred to, was cue who
tested the oil, and has been so well pleased
with the results of the tests thay he has sent
an order for the oil. ‘I'his oil, which is cvery-
where acknowledged by machine mea on this
coast, and espscially by steamboatmen, to be
the best lubricant in the market, is manufac
tured out of the dog fish, so abundant on the
northern coast, tho tiaer quslity out of the
theliver and the sccond quality out of the body of
fish. This is very likely to develop into alarge
and important industry, if it can be maunufac.
tured chesply enough to comp:te with the
eastora oils, but the freights castward are very
heavy and as yet the market in the provioec is
limited. Another factory for its manufacture
was started last scason further worth by R. A.
Cunaingham & Son, of Skeent. The rut fish

is also plentiful whero the dog fisk abound and
as the oil in, the livor of this tisl. is very valua.
Lle there is room licro for a tributary cutorprise
of somo value.

A gontlomon from tho Sound country repre
acnting lumber juterests here, has beun in tho
proviuce buying up cedar logs. A I'uget Sound
Lumher Compiny is reported to have u contract
to supply 10,000,000 foet of cedur lumbur for
finishing work in tho United States, It is snid
5,000,000 foot of cedar logs are wantod for this
purpose in British Columbia, if so, it is o
matter which might very well occupy the at.
tention of our Boards of Trade in this provinco,
and the Dominion Government. As hus heen
frequontly pointed out so far as British Column.
Lin lumber i8 concerned there is o vory one.
sided arrapgemont with thoe United States,
which ia entitely in favor of the latter, and
now when tho Pacific Coast cedar is beginning
to find & market in Fastern America and, as is
woll knoww, British Coluinbia having the
largest and best supply, if the Paget Sound
lumbermen aro silowel to come into this I’ro.
vince, buy the logs, boom it to Seattle, saw it
up thero and sell a6 a3 Pagot Sound lumber, the
sooner an agitation for a readjustment of the
whole lumber tariff the botter for British Col-
umbin intercsts.  The matter has been placed
before the present head of tho Department of
'Trade and Commerao, aad no doubt u judicious
prescntraent of the caso again would bo suc
cessfnl, Either an export duty should be re-
imposed on logs, or our lumbermen should be
placed on cqua! footing with those of the Uni.
ted States,

Bricf Businoss Notos.

A gumber of sealing schooners have left for
the scaling grounds.

The South Westminister Coal Mining Co.
is winding up its affairs,

The business of Largen & Mansfield, Van.
couver, has been sold to R 1. Dodds.

Simmons & Cohen, Vaucouver bakery, Vie-
toria, have purchascd the business of Thomas
Harding.

Fred Schofield, Vauncouver, has been ap.
pointed Clerk of the municipality of North
Vancouver,

Large exhibits of coai from the Vancouver
Island mines are being shipped from Victoria
to the World’s Fair.

A new town site named Alexaudrin Park is

being laid outt in the Somenos district on the
lino of the I2. & N. R,

British baique Assel arrived last week from
London, Eog., with a general cargo of merchan-
dize for R P, Rithet & Co., Victoria.

A petition to quash the by-law giving a by.
law to the Burrard Ialet and Fraser Valley
railway was argued in the Suprome Coart, Van-
couver, latt week.

The train service on the Shuswah & Okaua
gon ailway has been changed from every day
to Mondays, Wednescays and Fridays, during
the winter moaths.

The stock end business of Carmichiel & Pat.
terson. Victoria, bcots and shocs, soll to Gil-
more & McCandless.  Will be meanaged by
James Patterson,

The Northern Shipping Company, Vancouver,
has bought tho steamer Mermuid, and i3 refit-
ting her as a freight aud passenger boat  Sha
will run from Vaocouver to Ale.t Bay.

The annual meeting of tbe B. C. Fruit Can-
niog Co., Vancoaver, was held last week. The
report showed a good business for the year,
with substantial extention, of the same.

‘I'ae Califernia Giant Powder Co. have pur-
chased 40 acres of 1aud at Telegraph Bay for
their new works. Thoy will mauafacturer Jud.
son powder and Giant powder and dynamite.

It js reported that a Puget Sound lumberman
is in the province sccking{ to buy 5,000,000 fcet
of cedar logs. These will be cut in the Sound
mills, and shipped Lo the East for house finish
ing.

The Origin of Tobacco.

‘There is no longer any doubt aliout the Span-
ish origin of the word tobacco, neither alout
the country where the Futvpians saw it for
the first time, says the New Yuik Sae. Its
discovery dates from that of Awmenca, and it
was at Cuba on the 25th day of October, 1192,
that the bold representatives of the 111 World
saw the fragraat smoko puifed out {rom the
lips of the inhabitants of tho New Worll,
(Another reason, lovers of the weed will soy,
fur celobrativy worthily the fortheoming anni-
versary of the ditcovery of America) Tubacco
was the name given to the plant by the Indians
whom Columbus saw, but in Brazil and in
Florida the natives called the tobacco plant
petun, which word tho Orientals have changed
ot - lutum,  However, the word tobacco pre-
vailed overywhere as the generic term of the
plant that the early Americans called the *‘cure
all” and the ¢ holy herh,” probably because it
secmnod to them to be the consol'ng plant and
one fruitful in happy in: pirations, ‘The plant
also had its place marked in Indian mythology,
and all the tribes of redskins who still hunt the
buffalo have fuithfully peeserved for tobacco the
cult transmitted to them by their ancestora,

It was in 1560 that Catherine de Medecis
received from Jezn Nicot, the French Ambas.
sador, in Portugal, tho firat lot of tobacco seeds.
But curiously enough, though the people of
Lisbon teok snnffand the inhabitants of Madrid
smoaed, of the new plant for its meticinal
qualities, the Euglish, on the contrary, became
cnthusiastic over the intoxicating odor of the
fragrant smoke. As 800 as i8 use spread Lo
all classes the era of persecutions began.

Although the wmethod of cultivation is the
samo in ull countries, tho differences that exist
in the taste and perfume of tobacco come from
the natural richness of the toil and the exeel-
lenca of the temperature. The best tobaceo is
grown in Cuaba, Mexico, Brazil and above all in
the United States, where the soil is fertile and
the sky is full of sun After Cuba, the choicest
tobacco comes from Virginia, Boraco, Ceylon,
and the Phillipioe Islands,

Ta Asia, and principal'y in Persia, the culti-
vation is carried on ext:nsively. As for the
Turkish tobacco it is extremely aromatic. The
best brands come from Roumelia, Syria, Noma -
dan, Karamania, and the borders of the Persian
Gulf. Chiva furnishes a straw yellow tobacco,
which is gmoked a good deal in England,
Japav, Cochin China, India and the Yonkin
produce only mediocre varietivs.  Burmah is
more favored. At Manila the caltivation is
more and more important ; Manilu cigars are
sent all over the Orient. Holland has valvabie
lands at Java and Sumatra.  The products aro
sold at Amsterdam and are used as wrappers for
costly cigars.

The United S*ates is the ost productive
country in the woild, and at least hulf of its
production is exported. Mexico and Brazil
furnished very uromatic tobaccos ; that of
Broz1l being the mo3t combustible in the
world- A great variety of species is also culti-
vated throughout Europe, bus these are gener-
ally of very ordinary quality and are coasumed
at home.  Eaglwd is the only countey where
tobacco is not grown. The German tobaccos
are mostly culuvated on the banke of the
Rhine, at Baden and at Mayence, They are
fresh and light, bat of pror tlaver.

Tu Tiane,, tobacco beiog a governmen? mono-
poly, can be g ,wn only by permission. The
cultivators have the choice of selling their
crops to the goversmest or ¢ f exporting them.
No Fren:hman, other thaa that supplied by
the government, can get permission to giow a
stock of tobacco, and that stock cannot exceed
twenty pounds.  There exist in I'rance nine-
teen tobacco factories, of which two are in
Paviz. The ordinivy caporal, or, as it is
officially called, scafer’ati tobacco, is seld at
81.20 a pound, and the superior scaferlati at
$1.60 a pound. This toha~co is put up in small
packages of different co'ored paper. The mone-

poly yields the government nearly $50,000,000
avaually.




