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THE COMMERCILAL.,

Toronto Hardware Prices.

Tho last week in March has undoubtedly
been its best, and naturally so, as it uehers into
stock tho goods for which orders have been
solicited throughovt tho month.  Business be-
comnes u matter of preseit importasce among
rotailers tnore than it was. A lively trado has
rongerquontly hoen done during tho week just
closod.  ZFairly good roads 1n the country and
oxceptionally fino weather ministered to this
improvemont. Wire, churns, green wire cloth,
harvest goods, spades, shovels, cordage, umls,
chain, are active lines, liges which are rapidly
runniog theic couras, and of which nothing will
bo heard snon but what ‘s to be reported of the
sorticg-up trade ‘The inavket is generally
othoerwise unchanged, and a record of its move
meunts docs not furnish wmany incidents of note,
The wire men have made some chaoges ; the
nail mon meet to-morrow. some cutting is ro
ported in barb wire; heavy hinges aro being sold
at prices that some jobbers refuse to meet,chain
is scarce; tinware is very active [uture deliv
ary businesa isgaod,

Barb wire.~1'he demand is quite strong but
ircegular.  Twpartations of United States wire
are disturbing prices, it is said, in some locali-
ties, and 44c is reported to bo the the quotation
in a few instances. If it is a fact that sales are
made at this quotation there will likely be
trouble, and it is reported that the matter is
being logked into. It meaus tho forfeit of a
rebate, if proven.

Bolts.—An sactive demand is maintained
without any variation from prices established
last week, The discount remains at 70 and 10
per ceat. fromn the list for carriage bolts,

Builders’ hardware,—The trade looks up, a
rather spirited demand fron outside points
being one of the agreeable features of the week,
A beiter local trade than was exnerienced last
weolk is also observed. Some very good speci-
fications are receiving attention.

Chain.—Jobbers who placed orders so long
ago as last December are advised that the
makers can oply partially fill those on hand,
The recent strike in England is assigned as a
cause of the delay. Meanwhile the trade
demand is very active.

Cordage. — Inquiries are received almost
daily for binder twine, but mauufacturers have
not yet begua to quote. Uncortainty as to the
result of the agitation both in the United States
and Canada for the removal of the duty is
holding businessiu check. Cordage sells well
upox the following prices : Manilla 12§c, Sisal
104c, tarred lath yarn 83c.

Horse nails, -Are qutet and unchanged at 50
and 5 to 60 per cent. from the list.

Horse Shoes—The price gravitates more gea.
erally towards £3.60 on account of the reduction
in freights. The rango quoted remains, howev-
er, $3.60 to $3 70.

Nails—The manufactuvers meet to-morrow.
There may be some change in prices, but it is
unlikely that it will be dowrward if there is.
Lower freights obtain now, of course, but
practically that will pot affect the price,
as necarly all sales that have been made
since the advance in January have been for
delivery in April, after summer freights begin.
Large purchases made beforo that advance have
kept stocks pretty well supplied since.

Wire—The weeks’ sales aro of about average
volume for the time of year., The strong com-
petition of United States tinned wire is torcing
down prices here, and a new list for brass, cop-
per and tinned steel wire has just been adopted
by the Dominion Wire Manuiacturing Company.
The discount at present a1e 124 per cent. of new
list for tinned wite, and 15 per cont. off for bass
aud copper wire.

Mettais—The market for metals has under-
gone but little development. Business is only
beginning o bo siguified on anything of a large
scale, the fluctuations of the weok have been
inconsiderable, and stocks on spot are ample for
requirements, It is clear that manufacturers’'
wants are opening out more froely, as orders for
forward shipment are coming in fairly well.
‘Fin is always more or lcss active, thoprice out-

side is strongor. Coppor shiows no chauge, but
the indications are in favor of a continuance
of strongth, Lead iscasy. Antimony firmn but
listless.

Antimony  The Faglish and United Ntates
markets show steady strength, but thero is not
much doiog locally. Pricosare firm at 144¢ for
Cookann's and 134c for othor brande, with jc
highier for amall lots.

Canada Plates  \re nominal,

Cupper -Tho market rot.ins its atrength, but
there appoars to bo msgivings among buyers as
toits stabrlity and business is by nu means large.
Values on spot romain at 14,0, with an upward
tendoncy in this quotation.

Lead - Tho price of lead is uo lower, the de
maund is fairly good, at 3jc for domestic pig and
3{c tor imported.

Sheet zlue—Prices are etoady on this market
and trade is light. Caslisare 64c., broken lots
Gye.
Spelter—A  muderate  Jemsnd  fails  to
strengthen prices, which are dall in sympathy
with outside markets. The priceis 50 for dom-
estic and Go for imported.

Terne plates— Aco nominal.

Tin—A steady domand is to bs chronicled.
A good strong market is roported fromn outride.
Straits pig is worth 23 to 240,  Strips aro 24
to 23c,

Tic plate -~A very good trads is beginning to
bedone. Future orders are now begioning to
como in for filling, some of which are supplied
from stock. Shipmonm arc now on the way to
this market. Prices are unchanged. ¢

Iron and Steel—Tho basiness in Scotch pig
icon for the week just closed bespeaks improve.
ment in the demand. Yhe sales for the week
have been large and at well maintained prices.
Among them are to be noted the following
tiansactions in No. 1 iron: A lot ot 400 tons
of Summerlee at $20.75 Toronzo, 125 tons of
Carnbroe, 50 tons of Govan  Prices vary
slightly according to point of shipment. Low
p-ices are ruliog at the Scoteh furnaces, and
that fact influences trade favorably for Scotch
brends here.  The market appears to be taking
a turn here in favor of British brands just
now. ‘The Canada iron Furnace Co. at Radnor,
Quebee, whose new furnace was blown in a
short time ago, is turning out a very fine grade
of charcoal iron. Several cars have been placed
on this market. Bar iron has had a fair week
of it. The run of orders is not yet overtaken
by the supply. Prices are steady at $1.10 to
$1.15. Steel is in some request at quotations
given in prices Current. A very good state of
inquiry for steel boiler plato is reported, and
some fair.gized sales have been made.

Puints, oils and colors—The paiat trade has
not moved forward much this week. An aver-
age spring business has been expericnced,
Staples are rather neglected, while house lines
continue to sell reasonably well. The prices of
linseed oil adopted by the forming of the asso-
ciation are: Raw—1 to 3 bbls, 68c; 4 to 9
bbls, 574¢; 10 bbls and over, 563c.  Boiled, 1
to 3 bbls, 6lc; 4 to 9 bbls, G0jc; 10 bbls and
over, 584c. These prices are for Toronto, Lon-
don, Bamilton and Guelph.  Quuside of these
2¢ more is added.  Turpentine is scarce and
firm at 57 to 59c.  There is no change in white
lead, which is dull at 53 to 53c.

Glass—Now shipments via Boston are now
to hand. A fair demand is reported at un-
changed prices, the basis being $1.40.

Oid Material—The trado has been good dur-
ing the past week and prices are firm. The de-
mand from the fouundries is brisk at present.
Prices as follows: No. 1 heavy cast scrap, 65
o 70c per 100 pounds; stove cast scrap, 40
to 45¢; No. 1 wroaght scrap, 60 to §5; No. 2,
including sheot iron, hoop iron and mixed steel,
20 to 30c; new light scrap copper, 8ic; heavy
scrap copper, 9ic; old copper bottoms, 8c;
light ecrap brass, 5%¢c; heavy yel.
low scrap brass, 7ic; heavy red scrap
brass 8} to 8%c; scrap lead, 2¢; scrap zioe, 2%
to 23¢; scrap rubber, 2} to 2); country mixed
vags, 80 to 83c per 100 pounds; clean dr
bones, 50 to 60c per 100 pounds; plough

shares, 60 to 85¢ ; burnt cast scrap, 15 to 20¢:
raliroad iron, 63 to 75¢, malleable scrap, 2i¢,
—Hardware,

Pagific Bu?sg Fisheries.

A late Census Bullatin reports that ou:
fishories on the Pacific coast omployed 13,50
porsons {n varjous capacities in the last faderal
consus year, that had $£6,408,239 invested 1o
them, and that the products were valued at
0,387,503,

An examioation of the tables shows the
fisheries of California are more itnportant than
thoso of eithicr Oregon or Vashington. It .
nonouncod, also, that 5,338 of those enygaged
in tho fisherics are from Califoraiz, 38.5 per
cent.; that $2,684,210, or 41.3 per cent. of the
capital invested reprosout California intereats,
and that $4,463,309, or 69.8 per cont., of the
value of the products ave credited to that state

The fisheries of Uregon, which rank next tn
those uf Culifornia, employ 4,682 persons, 33 %
per cent. of the wholo number employed in the
three states ; the capital invested thore is 2,
298,632, or 35.3 per cont., and the proportion
of produets credited 1o Ocegon is 16.1 per cent,,
tho value being §1,033,574.

‘Thero were engaged in the industry in Wash.
ington 3,830 porsons, or 27.6 per cent. of the
aggrogato number of employees in the Pacitic
fisheries. The amount of investment was §l,
517,387, or 23.3 per cent. Tho value of the
catch was £390,860, or 13.9 per ceat.

Tho canuing of salmoa is the most important
fishery industry in the Pacitic atates, and tho
capture of salmon in mauy piaces is wholly
dependent on and tributary to the canniug
business. Of the 63 factories 8§ were located
Ualifornia, 34 in Occgonand 21 in Washiugton,
The quantity of fresh salmoa utilized in the
preparation of the canned product was 41,632,
223 pounds, for which the fishermen received
$1,782,227. The canned gonds coasisted of
622,037 cases, worth $3,703,833 at the ruling
market prices.

Compared with 1880, the fisheries of this
region have, as a whole, greatly advanced, al-
though a few special branches show a decline.
The increase in persons employed has been 28

er cent., io capital invested 182 per cent., and
in value of products 50 per cent. Cali-
fornia has advanced 72 per cent. in
persons employed, 136 per cent. in the
atouut of investment and 338 per cent. in the
value of catch. Oregon has declined 12 per
cent. in *he numbec of fishery employees, hut
has advanced 176 sud 69 per cent., respective
Jy, in the items of capital invested and value of
products. Washingtcn exhibitsa large increaso
in personnel, capital and results, amounting to
71, 359 and 113 per cent., respectively.

Among the causes which may be mentioned
as haviog contributed to this great advance in
the fisheries of the Pacitic states are the rapid
growth of the country, the nataral abuadance
of fish in the rivers and adjacent to the shores,
and the decrsa‘ ed supply of mackerel, whales,
ete., on the Atlantic coast. Especially worthy
of note is the great increase in the whale flzet
of thie coast, and the maintenance of the exten.
sive salmon fisheries in tho face of the enor-
mous yearly drain on the species.— Bradstreet s,

The lake steamer City of Detroit, from De-
troit, which was reported to have passed Col
chester, Oat., at 7.30 a.m. March 283, was the
first vessel of the season to pass out of the ve-
troit river into Lake Erie, and it may be cou-
sidered the opening of navigation. Tuc wea.
ther was clear and mild, and there was noice in
sight.

s

Sprauve—*1 took ti.ans ladies into the stock
exchange, and I expected to hear them com-
plain that there was so much noise thau they
couldn’t hear themselves think; but they didn’t
scom to notice it at all. I don't understand
1t.

Kiogsbury—*‘Oa, that's all right. Thos
ladies arc members of the sowing oircle in our
parish.




