THE COMMERCIAL

‘he recognized authority on all  mat-

ters pertaining to trade and progress in

estern Canada, mr‘ludlnl that part of

wes! Superior, the

Provinces of Manitopa nnd British Co.
mbia and the Territol

Twenty-First Year of Publica

on.

ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY.

uhlcrigllonl‘(‘lnl(h and the United

er_annum in advance, or
¥hen ne nnt 80 pald; other countries
n a

hunges for advertisements or stops
should be in wnot later than Thursday
\dvertisements ;mr?or(lh[ to be news
Cter, oF which ‘088 10 express the
nion of this Journal, will not be Tmsert

'he Commercial certainly enjoys u
very much larger circulation among the
business community of the vast region

£ between Lake

The Com;
cia] al8o reaches the lcading wholesnis
lon, manufacturing and financial

b
Otfice 3 and | 31, Merchants Bank Bulld:
ing. Telephone 224,
D. W. BUCHANAN,
Publisher.
WINNIPI 314, 1003,

IMMIGRATION.
Judging from reports recelved from
n, there is likely to be
very large immigration to Canada
from Great Britain this Ar. We
nt British immigrants—all the good
& we can get. We have plenty of
wm in this country for millions of
thrifty  English, Scotch, Irish and
Velsh  settlers. We would prefer
iiritish subjects to any other because
are British ourselves. At the same
time it is evident that care will have
1o be taken that we do not get too
iy of the undesirable class, From
p1st experlence we know that we can
{ some very undesirable people from
the British Isles, The remittance man
for Instance, who is almost exclusive
+ British product, is about the very
rst stamp of a person we can have
ne to us. Theu there are some very
unthrifty persons, who claim British
tizenship, besides the re
man

ross the oce:

iittance

In connection with the British im-
migration movement we hear much
ibout a vast colonization enterprise.
It 18 proposed to establish a British
Jdony” in the West. A large area

{ land Is to be set aside for a party
h s expected to arrive hore
0 April. It is sald that the enfr-
18 very popular In Britain und
hit applicants are pouring In from
quarters. Here, too, there will be
great danger of including many unde-
ible persons in the party. It is to

be hoped that those who have the
vement in hand will discriminate
sly In making up the party. There
rhaps more danger of securing
lesirable people in a niovement of
1his kind than there would be in In-
I idual immigration. A Rev. Mr.
I4rr 18 at the head of this movement,
| clergymen often are not the most
tical or discerning of persons,

it may be different in this case.

% 10 be hoped our government of-

Is will exert themselves to pre-

t undesirable iImmigration as much
possible, and will look to quality
ier than quantity In their efforts
curing settlers. [t will be better

! Intending immigrants be given to
lerstand that they will have many
Iships to encounter, and that hard

rk, energy and perseverance will be
to achleve success in the
land. Agents who are desirous
f securing settlers, no doubt some-
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times err by presenting too floery &
picture, Canada is now in a fair way
to attract settlers on a lov

without resorting to unfuir r
tations,

TRADE IN ONTARIO APPLES,

W that the selling season fur last
vear's crop of Ontario apples is well
advanced and the public have haq
full opportunity of Judging as to the
quality and the packing, the opi
s being freely expressed that On

tario has seldom shipped to this mar
ket a poorer lot of apples than was
the case In the past season. Time and
again competent persons in the trade
heve have be
Ontarlo

n heard to say that the
phles of last year were litt]e
better than rubbish. The quality was
56 uniformly poor that the Inspector
here had to adopt the course of pro-
nouncing upon the quality in a rela
tive sort of a way, pleking out the
best for the mark XXX. If strict in-
terpretation of the act had been the
rule it is almost safe to say that not
single barrel of XXX apples would
have been seen In the market from

ave the bad fruit dished up to
him, as the British consumer will not
look at it at an
with which the grower and spe
tor has been able to puss the bad fruit
off upon the defenceless consumer of
the west in the past has created the

price. The freedom

ula

impression in the minds of these that

this market exists for the special pur
pose of providing them with a duiy
ing ground, and it was hardly fair to
expect that in one short season the
Dominion Fruit Marks Act would
succeed in correcting all the abuses
Arising out of such an im
satisfactory to know that a good start
has been made

ression. It i

nd that the grour

Is now clear for a more aggresive
campalgn against fraud and decep
tion next se

The inspector here hus endeavored
to temper his decisions ou the crop of

list year with a

ing amount of
charity and cominon sense, in view of
the fact that It was the first season
In Which the inspection had been ac-
tually applied. 1t is not to be expect
ed, however, that this will be the case
1gain, and If he has the real good of
the Ontario apple growing industry at
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nized, that it is not necessary to enter
Into any lengthy argument in the mat-
ter. We have In Manitoba some law
intended to restric: bonusing, but they

do not appear to be stringent enough,
Bonuses are granted .nd legalized by
special acts, which ovecride the law
This is wrong, and the legislature
should set itself firmly against this
plan of defeating a good law

The effect of bonusing is to levy a
tax upon the property of citizens for
the purpose of bestowing it on ocher
persons. This principle is entirely
wrong and indefensible, It Is a form
of robbery, leg alized by law Taxa-
tion properly is a levy upon the prop-
erty of citizens for the purposes of the
state. Levying a rate upon the prop-
erty of citizens for the purpose of be-
Stowing it upon favored individuals, is
not a legitimate form of taxation. The
money given as a bonus is not used
for such public purposes as taxes
should only be used for.

Municipal  bonuses are usually
granted on the theory that the town
or district will receive benefit from
the establishment of the industry. But

Farm M Buildi of Ja

Craig, High

Bluff.

Ar's Ontario crop. This may
little strong, and It is quite
true that there were exceptions to the
rule, but It Is not a word too much to
say that the regular apples of com-
merce were almost invariably of poor
quality, and very far from being of
the XXX grade. The Inspector at
Winnipeg had anything but an easy
task to check over the shpiments and
Inspect the grade, and as a matter of
fact he did not nearly succeed in cov
ering the whole ground. It was im-
possible for him to see the contents
very barrel, and because of this
ther have been complaints from
= against the Inspection
In one case a consumer has been
heard to say that apple bought by
him under the XXX mark, Instead of
being 90 per cent sound and of one
variety, were not more than 10 per
cent, sound and of one variety, the ¥
ver cent. being mongrel and bad
his, of course, was probably an ex-
ceptional case, and involves no reflec-
tion upon the inspector, who did his
duty faithfully as far as he could
We are all aware, of course, that
Ontarlo had not the most favorable
conditions for growing apples last
year, The weather was not what the
wers would have liked, and the
apples were attacked more severely
than usual by worms and scab. These
drawbacks resulted In a larger pro-
portion than usual of poor apples, ana
we suppose that when this is the case
the Canadian consumer must expect

some quart

heart he will see that it is not. Ample
warning has been glven packers and
shippers that the evil p
past seasons must be discontinued
and the penalty should be inflicted in
all Its severity upon transgressors.
Fraudulent packing should be espe
ally watched for, and offences punish-
ed In the severest manner. In no other
way can the apple trade of this coun-
try be saved to the Canadian grower.
We are no longer obliged to buy ap-
ples from Ontario. There are plenty
of the finest varieties to be had now
from the States and the Pacific coast
and unless the Ontario producer Is
pared to deal squarely with the
trade in the west he need not be sur-
prised it the purchases are made else-
where

actices of

BONUSING.

It would seem to be an opportune
time to again say a word against the
bonusing of industries.
prosperous times and rapld develop
ment of the country have gone abroad
and will no doubt attract many ad-
venturers to the West. In fact some
of them g Iready here, Including
»mong their numbers the Inevitable
bonus-hunter. We hear lately of com-
petition among wescern towns to se-
cure industries which some of these
bonus-hunters have presented to the
people,

The evils of the bonus system are
%0 apparent and so generally recog-

Reports of

the same claim can be made for every
line of business. Why should not all
these be assisted by forced contribu-
tions from the people ? The man who
establishes a store and supplies the
ople with the necessaries of life,
often invests more in his business
than Is invested In the bonus-bolstered
industry, and the business often
proves a more valuable one to the
community than the bonused indus-
try.

GREAT WEST LIFE.

Western people are always Interest-
ed in the annual statement of the
Great West Life Asurance Co. from
the fact that this Is our one and only
home company. The statement pre-
this week is the tenth annual
report of the company, and it shows
that splendid progress has been made
during the first decade of the exist-
ence of this company. Among the
features presented at the annual meet-
ing was a statement showing the posi-
tion at the end of the first ten years
of elght of the best known companies
in Canada to-day. This showed that
the Great West has done much better
than any of these companies, during
the first ten years of its existence
The Canada Life, for instance, secured
orly $3,630,000 of Insurance during the
first ten years of Its existence, com-
pared with $15.280,500 for the Great
West. Even the Manufacturers’ Life,

(Continued on page 537.)

{]
|




