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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Cars —Soecimens of the odd sppearing cats knocwn as the Siamese, iotro-
drecedinto Europo during the last few years, were shown at a recent London
exbibition The ground color of one of the specimens was pale crcam,
slightly darker on the hird quasters, the col:r of the extremities--the muzzie,
ears, Wil and four feet—being a very dark chacolate, approachiog black.

Wasuixotox DBesieoEp By OFrICE-SEEKERS.—So gieat is the rush of
cffice-scekers at Washington that the President and the members cf his
cabioet find it almust impossible to keep up wuh their regular duties
Since bis inaagurati.o the Prosudcat has arisen at soven-thinty a. m., and
his d.y’s duties hase nol ceaeed uatil after two a. m. of the day following.
This is down sight hatrd woik, and proves that in some respects at least ne
President’s lot is not a happy one.

PubLi. CLocks.—Twice a day the boom of cannon posts the cizons of
Halifax a8 10 the correct ime, and it may be that this momitor 1s considered
sufficicnt, avd acconots for our deficiency 1o publiy, clocks placed in the
towers of public baddiogs and other conspicuoas places. Thoeso abound in
otber citits, and the honis and sometimes the halves and qaarters are chimed
out by powerfal bat plessant toned beils. The old clock on the Citadel
sul’ puints vat the imo ®ith some ancertainty ®ith 1t3 maimed baod or
hacds, but the maiket cluck has changed owners wih the market batlding,
and now its familiar face, gaz+d at by thoussnds daily through sheer force of
habit, gives back no intelligent sigoal, and its voice is forever hushed. It
stands io just the right position for a public clock, the post office, the cas-
toms and the ferry are all near by, and an effort should bs made to have it
set going. If the city will not baar the expense let a subscription be started,
and we believe sufficient cash will be guaranteed to oncemore revivify this
old and faithlul public servant. The last and most eccentric public
clock we notice is the one in the tower of the Intercolonisl Station. Ithas
three dials, and purports to give standard time.  If ever a clock shouldbe
exact it should bs this ooe, Lat truth to tell 2 more errdtic time piece does
not exist, acd the traveller who relies on it is almast bound (oo slang) to
beleft. Itis a Government c’ock, aod, like most Governments, io its wild
desire to please everybody it pleases onbody. The east dis] is now® hand-
loss, the south is cometimes right, but the west is invariabiyslow. Evenat
the expense of another deficit let Minister Hapgart give the travelling public

a genuloe surprise by miking this clock show the correct time on all ofits
ces,

Fast AtLantio Line.—We seem to be fated to fail in a1l our eflorts to
sccure a fast Atlantic service for Halifax, and, worst of all, weare divided
as to what kind of seivice we want. Some of our leadiog citizens say tbat
a fourteco knot s:rvice is all that is required, and socer at the advocates of
a line of ocean grey hounds, the best that floats both as to speed and carry-
ing capacity, as visionary and impracticable. What we want to do s to mnke
up our minds as to exactly what we do waut, and haviog eettled this polnt
to ubite in forcing our views on the Goveromeat.

Civio TaxationN.—The lien law, a most excellent means of securing the
prompt and certain payment of city taxes, was largely the work of ex-Mayor
Mackiatosh. Io framiog 1t and pushiog its confirmation by the Councll
apnd the Assembly he was goided by the beatief1that {4 would esve so much
that was lost urdet tho old method of collection that it would in the end
tend to lower the city rate. Councils, however, scem to imagine that thelr
sacred duty is to spend all the money at their disposal, eod as the Halifax
Council has proved itself no exception to the rule ono of the ex-Mayor's
objec!s has been defeated, and the rate of taxation his ste dily advanced.
This, {n the face of the hard tim:s, is becomiog nubsirable, and {t is tims
th.+ 8 change of policy was introduced and strict economy enforced.

MaRrryiNG oFF THE STRENGTH.—The departure of an old snd the
arrival of & new regiment gives rause for much thoughtless laughter at the
expense of the girls who are left bshind. Itis conceded that they have no
hepe 1+t but 12 take up with some pew airival, and, haviog smused our-
selves with the comic side of the questicn, we dismiss it without thinkiog
of the bitter wroong that is connected with it. The soldier always has
proved and always will prove irresistsbly attractive to feminine hearts.
Like m~ths around a candle they flatter abaut, too miny ooly ta be singed
acd deair.yed budy aud sudl, buostil there ate miny who almoat heroleslly
maictain their purity. Thess, however, are met with proposals of honor-
able marriage, and consent only to find that haviog married “off the
strength * their positloa is little if any bstter than that of their frail slsters.
Io fact that marriage in such cases has only been a bait to lure them to des-
truction. It Is a bitter, cruel wrong, this performing of the marriage service
where the soldier has not the sanction of his officers, and the law should
be amended fuibidding the ssue of marriage licenses or the publishing of
baons in such cases. We dv not preteod to say that mnaay of these marrisges
do oot result in happiness and constancy, but the miaoy wives left belund
with (he departure of csch regiment are proof sufficient of 1ts dingers, and
they shou’d be frowned down.

Tre InterzoL-viar Rairway —Under the economical management of
Mr Heggart the receipts and expenses of the Intercolonial have a! last
been wade to bilauvce, and the large deficits of the past have now been
overc me. Qaly one conclusion can be drawn from this, and that is that
fir years the :0ad has been extravagantly and recklessly mismanaged.
Since Mr. Haggart has assumed cootrol he has 1eally impaired the efficiency
of the road, and the volume of business has been largely decreased.
That he has been able to make it self-supportiog with dirinished receipts
on'y cmphasizs the fact that the large deficits in former years were unneces-
sary, and proves that there must bs a screw loose somewhere. Some hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars have besen lost to the countsy, and the one
great public work in the Maritime Provinces pronounced an incobus to the
detriment of the whole section, while now it is proved that with honest
madagement there should have been a surplus.  Some one maust have been
prcfiriog at the experse of the country, and a rigid iovestigation should be
made to find the gullty party or parties.

1a coonection with tho above subject the rematks of Mr. Kenny are
pestinent. He poinied out that freight had not been despaiched according
to agreement, and that the Grund Truok had really discniminated againstthe
Intercolonlal ia favor o, its Portland branch by failure to sapply carsto
move the freight. Bat can the Graod Truok bz now blamed for such a
policy ? It sought two years ago to secure competiog coanectlon with the
Csapadian Pacific for the traffic of Halifsx by exteodiog the Temiscouata Rail-
way to Moncton, thus gaining a short line to Hstifax ail on Capnadiaa terntory,
The time was propitious to glvo the Maritime Proviaces the boon of two
grealcompeting through lines,but the golden oppartuaity was allowed to pass,
the Government wouid not grant 2ny ad to the project, aod to-day the Cana-
dian Pacific drains the business of the Intercolonal, and the Grand Truok,
thwarted io its efforts to gain direct entrance to Halitax, has thrown up the
sponge and directed all sts energies to make Portland tho Winter Port. Who
isto blame for this? The only possible answer iy—The Government |




