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we produced 1,701,662 not tons of Boxssmor stool, tho largest output in ono
ear in our history to that date ; in 1887, only two yoars lator, wo produced
neatly double the output of 1886.— U. §. Exchange.

Natoran Gas.—The total milnago of pipes in the United States cannot
be far from 2,600 milos, not including smnll pipes for individual use. QOne
fifth of this quantity of pipu is laid in tho city of Pittsburg, Tho gas olls
of Pennsylvania produce from 1,600,000 to 15,000,000 cubic feet a day
msh and low pressuro wolls aro also found in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
Ohio, and as far west as Kanss. Tho total consumption of gas for 1887,
as estimated by coal displacement, was oquivalent to 10,000,000 tons of coal.
The value of this coal was caloulatod at about £15,600,000, In 1886 the
displacement was placed at 6,500,000 tons, nearly all of which occurred in
Pennsylvsnia, about Pittsburg. If tho samn ratio of incrense in displace-
went could be given in 1887, as that of 1881 over 1885, tho amount of coal
displsced by natural gas in 1887 should bo placed at 13,000,000 tons
instead of 10,000,000 tons, as above, which is s reasonablo cstitnate, as no
official or authentio figures aro at hand,

The Mahoning Valley Iron Company, of Youngstown, O., will soon
commoncu tho erection of a blast furnace, to cnst about $150,000. Tho
pumber of furnaces in blast in Belgium is reducod to 31, while thore are 19
furnaces out of blast,

A Nova Scotia religious papor asks, “ Why do not our farmers raise
more oats " and goes on to say that the prico of oatmeal is vory high, etc.
Maritime Province farmors are oqual to t{\o production of any quantity of
ote, P, E. Island producing a large surplus, and the goneral compluint
being that it is hard to find & profitablo market. What appeass to be neoded
is mills for grinding oatmeal in the most approved mauner.

Ap eleclro megnot, with a carrying capacity of 800 pounds, is atlached
1o a crane in the Cleveland Steel Works, which readily picks up billets and
other masses of iron without the aid of any other devico. A boy is thus
cnsbled to do the work of a dozon men.

FarxERs AND MEercuants.—How often you mncet a farmer coming to
market with his load of grain. You ssk him how much grain he ke, o
will reply that he cannot tell until ho comes to town, The purchasor then
tells him how much his load weighs, and porhaps the purchaser pays half
cash ; balance is to be taken out in goods from the store  The farmer orders
bis goods, and they are weighed to him, and the farmer takes the woeight as
eorrect, knowing nothing to the contrsry. Ivery farmer should have a
phatform scale of his own, which can be purchased at a very low ptico from
C. WiLsox & Sow, Toronto, and a five-year guaranteo given by tho wakers.
This is worth somothing, )
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WHERE DOES THE DAY BEGIN.

A correspondont of the Enylish Mechantc writes to that paper.  ** It has
been said that this subject has beon thoroughly thrashed out; but I do not
‘eol that this is the cose, and I think it is rather ono which will continue to
grow in interest the wore it is properly understood, and especially when 1t
becomes known that the spot whero tha dsy bogins can be accarately locahzed,
and that something happens there quite unlike what occurs elsewhere. Tho
theory of tho subject is porfostly understood ; but tho facts of tho casoe aro
very little known oven to sciontific men, for it is not & matter depondent in
any way on scienco or astronomy, but a mero question of fact dependont on
tccident alone,  Ono would expect that the starting point of time for the
whole human race would have beon a spot as interesting to travellers, and us
celebrated as the source of tho Nile or the Congo ; snd whenever the poots
grasp the majesty of tho ideas associated with this mysterions ¢ womb of
tme,’ thoy will certainly not fuil to sing it. Most people imagine that if
we were living at the spot whore the day commences, we should observe
nothing extraordinary, but that the days would glide evenly by, as they do
in Europo and clsowhore ; but this is by no meaus the case. If the spol
from which the ncw day sets forth should happen to 3 o0n land (and asa
matter of fact it is s0), we must bo prepared to oxpect some interosting
anomalies there. I pointed out in Nafure, May 9, 1878, that the daily
starting-point of time reallv occurs at Sitka, in Alaska, in what was the
Russian portion of North America. After having long snd in vain sought
for this information among travellers and goographors, I mot witlr it in a
smell book entitled *The Geographical Reader,” by C. B. Clarke, M. A.,
London, 1876, At p. 19 thoauthor says: ¢ At thotown of Sitka, in Alaska,
balf the population are Russians who bave arrived from Russia across Asia;
half tho population are Americans who have arrived via the United States.
Hence, when it is Sunday witb tho Russians, it is Saturday with the Ameri-
ans. Tho Russians are busy on Monday whils the Americans are in church
on Sunday, to the great intorruption of business.’ IHoro then, is ovidently
the answer to the question, Where doos thbe day begin? As this torritory
his now been coded to the United States, the Russian chronology must
grduslly but inevitably die out, and the starting-point will doubtless
thereafter be where it ought to bo—viz., on ono of the Aleutian or Berhings
8tnaits islands still owning Russian sway, so that no inconvenionce will be
felt by anybody.

Wo may record the boundary line beiween Alaskan and Aworican terri-
tory as a portion of a moridian, and some very amusing and seemingly para-
doxical results must occur there, quite opposed to our common notions. Lot
us, for oxamplo, consider the coming Now Year's Day of 1888. The
longitudp of Sitka is such that the new year will cormence there about 9
v'clock in the morning of next Saturdsy, December 31 (Greonwich time);
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during the first throo hours tho now year will only have spread about as far
a8 Now Zealaud, ull the reat of tho world will atill be in 1887, Auy porson
born in thie rogion will dato his birth from January, 1888 ; bul his cousins,
born in Europe many houts sflerwards, will date their birth from 1887. He
will bo tho youngor in age, but the older in dato, and if ho chanco to
inherit family wealth and title, ho may possibly alford eome day an intorest-
ing caso for the ingonuity of the lawyers aud au apt illustration of tho utility
of univorsal time.  Fiftoon hours later the now year will have reached Eng.
land, and tho midnight poals will juyously hutald its advent; after twonty-
four Lours tho oarth will have completod its rovolution, aud fora singlo instant
only, bofore the nuxt day starts, the entiro world will bo living under tho
dato of January 1, 1888 Dut, now, lot us for a moment considor tho case
of the peoplo living on tho American side of the lino: Tho first of Jauuary
will havo only just cummonced for thet, and they will havo to wait twoenty-
four hours longer boforo it will terminato ; 1t follows froin this that each
day oxists on some part of tho oarth for furty-eight hours and for the samo
reason tho year ondures for 366 days ; during the whole of thoe first twonty-
four hours wo have 1887 on one sido of tho lino and 1888 on the other. A
Russian can at any timo croes the bordors and spoud yesterday with bis
friends, or an Aworican csn ontor Russia (whoro ho will find it to-morrow)
and enjoy the Now Year's dinnor with his Russian neighbours and roturn
in nmplo time to spond tho evening of tho old year with his family, If he
stands astride on the boundary lino there will be an instant during which
his foot will bo tho one iu yesterday morning, tho othor in yesterdsy night,
whilo his body will bo still ip to-duy—that is tho day just oxpiring—
and, if ho cnjoys the position, hoe may remain thoro throughout a day forty-
eight hours long. ‘The whole problem is an instructive one, and sufficiontly
intoresting to bo more generully kuown and understood,”
-
OUR COSY CORNER.

Glaze the bottom crust of fruit pies with whito of ogg sud they will not

be soggy.

White apots cau be removed from varnished furniture by pouring on them
a fow drops of alconol and rubbing briskly for a fow minutes. Sometimes a
second application is required.

The International Nows Co., 91 Bevkman St.,, Now York, aro publishers
of a vory high class Fushion Magazine, which has lately come under our
notice. Subscription price $3.50 por year.

The latest novolties in hats cloarly tell us brims will bo worn furned up
very high in front and the spaco filled up with flowers or bows sot on a velvet
strap. As for dress bounets to match the toilottes, they will be made of silk
with gold or silver turned up brims, ‘The silk must match tho dress and the
brim bo lined with dark velvel. Refined tasto chiofly displays itself in the
choico of feathens.

As regards the openwork /ats, which aro sure to bo much in demand for
warmer weather, much 1s being said aud done in the * Directoiro ™ shapo.
These have no brim at the back, but sit like 2 jockey cap close to the head
and gradually vxtend toa wide straight brim, whoso sizo requires a good deal
of trimminyg, gonorally consisting of shaded ostrich fouthers and nibbon to
match. Sometimes shot silk ribbon — and faille ribbon striped in two
distinct colors is chosen ; picot edges are nuw old fashionel. Light con-
trasting colored ribbuns are worn on dark hats ; with yellow, dark blue, with
ivory or ash groy, dark red.

As 1egards evening shoes the greatest novelty is, that instead of a formal
pattern of beads or embroidery, beads and vl embreidery cover tho point
of tho shoe in a protty desiga, the color of tho stocking showing through the
ingortion, the effect is charming, the feot looking most dainty; aven childron’s
elippers in satin and moire aro carriod out in this description; I hear the
idoa is French..
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Wo also noticed that embroidery of untarnishabls gold trimmed a drees,
and looked vory handsume. it is worked on tv a pattern traced on the
material, which material is aftorwards cut away, so that the Lraiding stands
out in relief on the undurskirt. One of the newest materials is black silk
with varrow wavy lines of black satin running over it ; handsomo velvets
and broades are fashionable fur skirts and trimmings , hence the reason of
tho polonaise boing again favored.

Tt has long beon proguosticated that we wero to throw aside the flat bands,
puffinge and beaded ruches now in fashion, for frills and collars of laco and
linon, but tho time has not come yet, and we hava still to be satisfied with
folds of silk in three or four layors, the last tipped with boads cither large
or small, gilt or swall beaded shapes, ote., ruches of dtamine, and ruches of
loops of whito or cream ribbon. Velvet collara ombroidered in silk or
covered with gold, silver, or besd braiding and steel lace may be worn with
a variety of dresses, and plastrons, collars and cuffs of passementerie or
embroidery aro most usoful, as they aro bought ready-made in all colors, and
casily tacked on.

Jarsey bodices aro again finding increased favor with ladies, for they can
be worn as waistcoats to jacket costumeos, withuat in tho least altering the
figure. -Besides thoso comparatively simple hodices we seo very olegsut
onos almost coverod with gold embruidery. A third variety imitates & low
b Jice with chewisotteo, and is mado in two parts; the bodice of brown
Jorsoy, tho chemisotto and cuifs of blue trimmed with braid. Tho skirt
should bo somo pretty light color, with darker drapery, lightly puffed bebind,

and the whole i3 a vory pretty and becoming dress, especially for young
ladies. .




