PR TR TIG

WP PR TR

- -

F-TV g Hop Vv i @

b
PR A Rt R A

982 The Presbyterian Review

Reminiscences of a Scottish
Country Pansh.

BY AN OCTAGENARIAN.
11.—=Tur Orp MiNisTER.
Fur the Review

We have no remembrance of our first appearance at
church. Tt must have been a8 soon as we were able to
walk the two miles, hetween it and our home. At
that time the minister was well advanced in life.  We
can see him in memory accending the pulpit atairs,
entering it, and hanging hichat on a large brass pin
over his head, then sitting down for a few moments,
before giving out the first pralm; or until the third
nskings of marriage banns had been ended.  For the
minister had to be present in the church before it was
condidered lanful to cluse the calls for objections to
purposes of marriage.

He was always accompanied by his little terrier

dog which took its place on the upper step of the
alpit stair. There it remained an apparently attentive
istener, unless some other dog should saew himeelf
inside the door, when he would descend to charge the
intruder, and it would take the long staff of aaft Willie
B—to quell the disturbance.  Thia he usually
accomplished in language suflicient)y Joud to he heard
all over the Church, lut not always in words sufti-
ciently refined for ears polite.

The service began at twelve and the Kirk seailed
at two. One service on the Sabbath. summer and
winter, was all that was exj.ected, and any departure
fromn that, would bhave been 1csented as a serious
innovation. There were then no Sabbath echools, or
mid week meetings for praver, and we question if such
were general even in the citics, in the heginning of the
second quarter of the century. Of the preaching we
have no remembrance but from all we could gather in
after years, it was of the style common at that time
throughout the county. and which we once heard
summed up in the words ** Do as well ag you can, and
there i3 no fear of you."”

Muderatism, as it was called, was almost universal
at that time and everything within and without the
church was eold and formal.  Spiritual life in the
Established Church in the district was low and the
oniy evidence of it was to Le found among the amall
and acattered  congregations  of the ** Seceders,”
towards wham our old ministers had no very warm
feclings, bLeing cvecially careful. that they should get
no foothold in the parish. 1t used to be told, how on
une vceasion, a secession minister Lad procured the
uge of a barn near the manse, and had made an
appointment to hold a week day service, for the henefit
u}'t}w people of the Kirktimns, but that as soon as the
old man heard of it, he went to the owner of the barn,
demanded the key, locked the door, put the key in his
pocket and walked home.  Whether any of the others
in the place ventured to give the use of their barn or
kitchen, or whether any service was held., we do not
know, but this we do know, that during the whole of
our residence in the parish, till the disruption in 1843
no dissenting  service (exeept the Episcopal)  was
attempted, or en uurng(‘(\ within its bounds, so deeply
attached were the peaple to their national Churceh, and
#o little desire did they manifest for any change. In
the courze of some twenty vears, however, a change
came and came in o way ne one expected. so little can
man with all his care forsee or prevent the fultilment
of the Divine purposes.

Whether in the earliee years of hiz ministry, he had
been attentive te hig pastoral work amuong his wople,
we cannot say, or whether Le visted the sicL. and
dying, or when they died, attended their funerals we
cannot sav. But we do it remembier to have ever
aven him in our fathers honse, amd there were sickness
and death in our home, during hisincumbeney.  That
he was not altogether inattentive to the Teligious
instruction of hiz voung people. was shewn, in his
preparing, and publishing a Catechism for their use
which, together with the Mathers, and Shorter Cate-
chismsa they were directed to commit to memory, and
be prepared to repeat at the putlic eatechisings ‘which
were comnon at that time - N doowe hnow wia

training he gave to the young communicants for we
were not a communicant in hig day, but we used to
hear that he would become very earnest, and even
deeply affected in his closing address on the Com-
munion Sabbath ; but that he would invariably take it
all hack by saying, * But I am persunded better things
of you, brethren, though T thus speak.”

A Meditation on the
Supper:

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT.
BY THE REV. D. PATERSON D.D.,, ST. ANDREWS, P.Q.
Ror the Revietw,

QOur Blessed Tord, on the night in which He was
betrayed, while observing the last memorial feast of
the ofd dispensation, instituted and observed, for the
first time, the memorial feast of the new dispensation.
He took bread, and breaking it, gave it to the disciples,
saying Tnke, eat; this is My Body. e gave the cup
algo, saying, Drink ye all, of it, for this is My Blowd
of the Covenant, shed for many unto remission of gins.
And again. This cup is the New Covenant in My
Bload which i3 poured out fur you.

These are the most sulemn and the imost significant
words spoken by the Lord on that sacred vccasion.
To the disciples doubtless, they were strange and
mystical, am{ but dimly cumprchended. But to us
they are. as they soon were to them. words full of
light, and shining with the radiance of Heaven.  They
carry our thoughts back to the eternal past. when the
Almighty Father, forsceing the fall and ruin of His
children, through the failure of the Covenant of Wurks,
by reason of the weakness of man, made provision for
their deliverance.

In the counsels of eternity, Gud. purposing the
frustration of fatan's malignity, and the =alvation of
an innumerable multitude * did enter into a Covenant
of Grace, to deliver them out of the estate of sin and
misery, and to bring them into an extate of arlvation
by a Redeemer.” Who was that Redeemier? Tt was
He with whom the everlasting Covepant was inade on
man's behalf, even the promized seed of the woluan,
no mere fallible creature like Adam, but the Son of
God as well as the Son of man, ** the second Adam,
the Lord from Ifeaven,” mighty to save.

And now the hour is come, the Redeenier is here;
the Redemption is about to be fulfilled. And he
portrays before them the manner of its accomplish-
ment. He breaks the bread and gives it to them,
saying, Thiz iz My Buody broken for you, And He
sives them the cup alzo, saying, This 1s My Blood of
the Covenant. It shuws furth that, without which
the Covenant could not be fulfilled, fir without
shedding of bloud there is no remission,  Eternal
justice must be vindicated ; sin must Le punished |
and therefore the Redeemer of man must die, or else
man must perish in his sin.

© He with s whole jestenty must die
I0e he or pistice must, unlesa for bam
Rome ather, able, and as willing, tawy
The ngisd Atisfaction, Jdeath for Jdeath

And therefore the Lord Jesus poured out His soul
unto death. Having loved His own from the begin-
ning, and loving them unto the end, He went forward
to the bitter crosg, and there He gave up His life for
them. And thus

Lord’s

~** by Hiasacred tilond.
Confirmel and sealed for evermore,
The oternal Coscnant stood ©

The benefits of this Covenant. made with the
Redeemer in eternity, are brought within the reach of
sinners of mankind by means of a  subordinate
covenant, viz.. the Covenant which is miade between
Christ and iz people, and into which all men are
invited to unter.  Ho !every onc that thirsteth is Hix
call to ug, come ve to the waters; and he that hath no
money, come, buyand eat. . . . Incline your ear and
come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live; and I
will make an everlasting Covenant with vou, even the
sure mercies of David. And, to know something of
those ** sure mercies.” read David's Psalms; parti-
cularly the xviii. 23, 32 and 51, also Psl. Ixxxix. 14-37.
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This Covenant is entered into by all who believe
in the Lord Jesua Christ, and come to Iim for
salvation.  And here at the Lord’s Table, it ix sealed




