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SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

The ecclesiastical year ended on Friday last. The
books of the Agent were closed promptly that evening.
It is exceedingly gratifying to learn the result of the
year's work, so far as the finances of the various Schemes
are concerned. There is indecd reason for heart felt
gratitude to God for the large measure of success
attained, notwithstanding the unexampled period of
business depression throughout the country.

Rev. Dr. Warden reports the foliowing Funds as
having ended the year without debt :—Home Missions,
Augmentation of Stipends, Widows' and Orphans’, As-
semnbly Fund, French Evangelizauon and Presbyterian
College, Montreal. The year began with an indebted-
ness of $0,570 in the Ordinary Fund of Knox College.
This amount has been reduced to less than $1,000.
Muany of the graduates of the College agreed to coutri-
bute an average of $20 each, with a view to removing
the defic t.  Already a large number of these have for-
warded their contributions. It is expected that within
the next few days the others will do so, and that the
1ndebtedness will be entirely wiped out,

It is gratifying to report that the Foreign Mission
debt has been reduced to $i1v,0u0. The contributions
for Foreign Missions this year have been $2s5,000 in
excess of those of any former year in the history of the
Church, and this notwithstanding the fact that the
receipts from legacies are much less than usual, and
that about $15000 have been specially contributed
towards the Indian Famine Fund. A number of con-
gregations have not yet responded to the special appeal
of the Committee on behalf of the doficit. \When these
are heard from, and when the special contributions which
are being raised by the W.F.MLS, are obtained, it is
hoped that the $10,000 yet required will be got, and that
during the month of May.

The Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund is in debt nearly
$2,000, the Committee might have reduced the annuities
so as to avoid this debt. They felt, however, that this
would scarcely be just to the aunuitants, and resolved
to pay the higher rate in the full confidence that tle
Church would come to their assistance, and during thie
month of May provide the amount necessary. In this
confidecce we trust they will not be disappointed. Surely
there is sympathy sufficient for these aged brethren, who
so long have borne the burden and heat of the day, to
secure a geaerous and prompt respunse to the Commit-
tee's appeal, so thet whenthe Assembly meets they may
be able to report that all liabilities have Leen .et and
the Fund freed from indebtedness.

The total contributions received during the ycar just
ended for the Schemes of the Church will be found to be
considerably in excess of those of any p:eceding year.

THE POWER OF GOOD BOOKS

is shown by the following incident related by one who
attended onc of Rev. F.BB. Meyer’s lectures last month.

Before the service I was attracted by an clderly
Jewish lady, who sat next to me. I exchanged a
few words with her regarding the lectures and Mr.
Moody’s gospel sermons. She informed mec “she
had been converted by reading onc of Canon Iar-
rar's books ten ycars ago. A Christian lady gave it
to me to read and I would take it to the park and
read and enjoy the fresh air and sunshine at the same
time. I was born again; a new light came to me,
never having read and seldom having heard of the
Lord Jesus before. To think of 1lis dying to save
sinners—such sacrifice and such love filled my heart
with gratitude. I think I had a rapturous spiritual
vision, for nature and cverything scemed so different,
so beautiful, I was beside myself with joy. I have
twelve living children—good, moral children—six
are Christians, six are followers of Ingersoll” 1
asked, ' Are you not unhappy about the unbcelicvers?”
*“No and yes,” she replied. * They will becone
Christians I'm surc; I'm sorry they are missing so
much happiness and joy. My husband died four
years ago in the Jewish faith, I was so troubled and
prayed so carnestly that he would be saved. 1
opened my Bible at those verses about believers and
unbelicvers being yohed together.  God speaks to me
through His Holy Word. I believe through my
prayers he was saved. I am so happy in the Chris-
tian religion,”
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LOOKS INTO BOCKS.

Tus Seertevan Srxsr or Daveg’™s Divisa Conygnta, By W T
Hatris.  1'p. axi+193.  Houghton, Millin & Co., Bostou.
I, Price, 81,25
Fao Iivisa Comvnpte of Danto hias boen pronounced to be pur

etadllence the relizious puem of tho world, and within the 200 pagos

of this voltme ouo finds an interesting and able study of its pro-
foundly cogagimg theme. Tho substanco of the book, it appears,
has been wurked ou), very carcfully in the author's mind, and during
tho las twenty ve years has been freyuontly prosontod to tho
public (through the press and upon the platform) in various pro-
staionry productions, It is now published in what may be con-
mdered ats fiusl forn,—a form at once comploto and compact,
aud 1n this Little treatise, which containa the results of all this
honost and painstahung labor, there are abundant ovidences of the
achiolat 8 judicioua restraint aod of tho post’s Intuitive poncteation.

A9 most aro nware, Dauto was much more original in tho mani.
puilation of hus matcnial than in the discovery or creation of it,
I8 othucal teachings ho burrowed from the Church ; his framowork
of incidents and actors hio burrowed from Litorature. The roal coro
of his poemn 18 the 1 urgatorio,—to which the Inferno is simply &
necessary introduction, and to which the Iaradiso ia the fitting
coaclusion . but Daoto hunself 18 to bo looked for cspecially in tho
ceutral section of this ** mystio mighty drama,"” —that section of it
moreover, which 18 unquestionally the paot’s coxp de maitre,

The docper smigmBeanco of tho Divixa Coxmepia, when ono
prsscascs humeclf of thoso teachings which do not lto wholly upon
tho surtace, 1 antorpeoted by Mc. Harcie in tho following mauner.
e showa that theductrino of Sin is the pivet upon which everything
olse turns, and Sia 18 izvanably an act of human free will It is
tho choico of a respunsibiv being, whereby lio puts himself out of
harmony with the Ihvine purposes. Thus * ‘¢ whatover a man of
frco will docs, ho does to himsclf. lHoro is tho root of Dante's
* .vine Comody.” . . . | **The threo-fold future world,~Infarno
I'argatorio, Paradiso,— preseats us tho exhaustive picturo of man’s
relution to his deede.” So long as a man rogards his own will as
the sole umpire of his actions, he takos no uccount eithor of Socioty
or of tiod, 1lo 18 solf-ccatred, and rcsents instantly any interfer-
cnce from without. The punishment of ain, from whatever source
1t cones, enkindtes lus apger.  God, engaged in punishing sin, ho
regards as hus especial onemy,—, * ouly another fiend, moro potent
than the tiends of tell, and so ho bitterly and continually blames
God for all ns paine. Such a one, fullowing the bent of his own
seltish choice, tinds tus homo perforco 1n the Inferno,

\When, howover, & man, uvader gracious niluonces, consonts to
a trmit that all truo horty takes accouat of the legitimato libarty of
others; when ho concedes that bocioty has rights as well as the
Individual : when ho voluntarily ackaowledges that, after all, the
Supremo will ought to bo the Divino Will, and when (moreover) ho
cheerfully submite himsolf to tho governanco of that Will,—the
vaios which ho endurcs becauso of his sin Legin gradually to purify
him. Thoe suffering continues, but now ho bears it willingty,
because ho discerns ita purposo and its cflfcrte.  God is no longer his
pursecutor, but his fricud. 1o percsives that ho is not a unitin the
univerae, but holds eternal relations with myriads of other beings,
who ihay help ham (through exhortation, prayer, otc.) and to whom
in turn se cught to render constant assistanco, Thus tho soal,
culightencd and subducd, passes naturally into that environment
which Daute calls the Purgatorio.

But tho process is atill far from complote. In the I'aradiso, thero
arono fower thun ten MHeavens, rising ono above the other. In
those bliesful ubodes, tho will still rotaining its inherent freedom,
mian is cver comung tato closer touch and iuto moro conscious toush
with 1lim who is the ultimate coutro of all things. ‘The original
perverted concoption, that man can hve for himself alone, is found
here o bo entirely eradicated : cach lives for the wolfare of others,
while all aliko strive to magnify tho inciTable glory of God.

Such, bri:ily outlined, is tho burden of this thoughtful littlo
bLook. Mr. Hartis attemnpts no aystematic expomtion of Dante's
great prom, but incidentally ho has coriched his work with bits of
geouine cxposition of an c¢xceedingly high order. As to tho dresa

in which this vclume greets its readers, it will suflice to say that
its clear cut typo and gut tipped pages and noticeably dainty
appearance sugyest ot onco that thorvughnesa of mochanical execu
tion which has mado The Riterside 'ress famous around tho world.
Lovis 1. Jonpay.

—— —

The Biblical World for .\pnl discusses the book of Jonah
cditorially m a not very sattslactory way, and 1 & good deal below
tho average 1 1ita other aruicles, Tho central feature of this
magasioe, however, the articles on Bibly atudy are of the usual
character and are hikely to be greatly helpfal to any one who will
tako them up scriousty., Chicaso Umivermity, Press. §2.00 s yéar.,
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