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YOUNG PEOPLE’S UNIIN.

OF THE PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

(Conunuul frem o last rocek.)
HOW TO RAISE THE STANDARD OF SPIRITUAL LIFE
{N OUR SOOCIETIES AR™ WORK.
DY REY, IR MCTAVIOL.

Thoro are not many conferences at the presont timo fu which
this quostion «lool Biot como up in some form or othor. Itindicatcs
=3 that in tho experienco
of moat Chriatians tho
spiritual lito 2 nat what
it ought to be, and it
also auggests that if tho

R spiritual standard is to
W% bo ralred [n any society
i ﬁz &‘\» ) or congregation i. must
o bo by leading individusl
beliovers into a higher,
or deeper, or larger
Christian experienco,
L The nccessity for
a higher Spiritual Lifo.
It i» uscloes to discurs
this subject with self.
satisfed Christians, Itie
like offering wator to a
man who {8 not thirsty,
oroffering advico to one
who thinks he knows
morothananybody else.
This is tho condition of
Ioracl in the daye of
Malachi. So when the
prophet comes with reprs «f and correction they ask * Wheroin”?
—* Wherein have wo despliscd thy namo”t *“Wheroin havo wo
woariod Himt” * \Wherein have wo robbed theo?2” But the atti-
tudo of moat of our young peoplo, and many of our older people too,
is ono of intonsc yearning for higher and better thinga. But what
is tho actual axperienco? There has been many an honest effort to
live a God-honoring Christian life—~a regular nso of the Word of
God uud the ordinancos and meana of Grace—many a resolve to be
more dovoted to tho work of Christ, and yot what has been tho
remuit? Inregsrd tosin it hes been defeat rather than victory,
The old habits of sin davo reassertod thomrolves and have had tho
mastory. In regard to service it has Lren failuro rather than
sucoess, and the soul has often asked the question those perploxed
disciples asked at tho foot of tho Mount of Transtiguration, ** Why
could not wo cast him out?” In regard to Chrstian growth there
Is otill che milk fed ohildhood where thuts ought to bo strong man-
hood, and in regard to Christlikeness thers is only the dimmest
outline where thero ought to bo a clear unmistakable reproduction.
Mzoy an honost, longing heart will say—that is just my condition—
i thero any way cnt of it 2 Is thero any higher and better lifo for
mo at prosont?

I1. Tho possibilizy of & Higher Bpiritual Lafe. —There may be
& nececsity without a possibility. A traveller may bo perishing in
tho dosert from ack of watur. The water is a necessity if ho is to
liva but it may not bo a possibility. Let this bo clearly understood
for there are many tired, weary, disappointed Chtistinns who do
not baliove that a lifo of victory, and poace, and faithfalness {5 a
poasibility to them. YWe have only to turn to tho words of Chbrist
to soa cloarly the posmibility as im“ad in the provision “I am
como that they might have lifs a..d that they might hava it more
abundantly.” Joo. x. 10. It . sasy tc e3¢ in the nataralspherothe
differonco betwesn Itfc and abunaent 11ife. Hero 13 ono mann the
Iast stago of consumption. His blood is thin and impoverished—
his body is reduced to & mere skelston. To him every physical
offort ts & wearinets and be 18 at the mercy of all changes of tem.
perature and ontward condition.  He haa life but it 18 & very*fectlo
life. Thero is anothor with strong frame, fron muscles and rich
blood. He 1a ovorflowing with animal eapirits and oxertion is a
dolight to bum.  Wny? Becauso ho hax abondance of hife.  Apply
thia to the spiritual lifo and you have in the provision of Chriat
unlimited possibility. Then follow this out in detail in other
Scnptores and tho possibility bocomes even moro ovideat. (1) As
ta cin, Rom. vi. 14, ** Sin aball not have dominion over you.” It
can nat koep you 1a bondaye for 1t lordabip or dominton 18 broken
by Christ. (2) Fitneas for service is promised, Acta i. & *¢Yo
8aall rocedve power after that tho Holy Splat is como apon yoa
and yo ahall bo witness unto me,” (3) Is it fruitfulzess 1o hife and
servide o eeek. ** Yedid not choose mo but I chose you and
appointed you tuat ye shoanld go and bear fzuit and that your fruit
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should abide,” Jno. X, 16, (4) Chefstiui growth is alwo a glorious
posibility, for tho Apostls Paul wriing to tho Thesssfoman
Chnistians sags, * Wo are bound to give thanks to God always for
you, brethren, oven as 1t 18 moel, for yuur falth growesth exceedingly
and the lore of oach ono of you all toward one anvther aboundeth,”
Thoa too tho msjority of Christisny havo soon and heard persons
or heard or read of them who conspicaomly posscesed a higher or
Iavger Ohristinn life. Why should this bo oxceptional? Simply
beeaueo It {s not thougkt posatble far them. Ono says I havo a
very poculiar temporamont. Amnother gives as an oxouse that his
oircumstances nro of auch a nature that a highor lifo is not possible
to him. Anothor atill fs the victim of some habit to which ho is
beiag brought into boadage. There aro differences of gifts and
difforonces in ths servico to whiwch bolisvers aro called, but the
“ moro abundaut " Itfe of whioh Carist speaks is tho heritage of
ovary Ohild of God. 1t 18 sad 1ndeod to s00 nocoessity without pos.
atbdity, bub it fs ul;moat arddei 20 sto both nscssetty and possibility,
and yot tho no3dy ones aco not availing themaolves of the abundant
provision mado for them. Thero 1s no more pathotio picture in the
Ol1d Tes amen® than that of Hagirand Ishmael in the swildernoss
of Baerahieba, Tho acanty sapply of wator is soon spent. Then
thomother, when sho can bear thocries no lunger, lays the lad under
a shirub and goss off as 1t woro a bowahot, to try and got a littl,y
roliof from hor troublv and 10 hor uwter helplessncss lifts up her
voice and woops, Thore you havethe potureof many o distroased
sad discouragad Caristian who haslaid asidesomo Dbristianservice
and has gone away in despaiz. Then Hagar heard God's voice
saying © What aflosh shoo Hagar?” Cho might bave said my
ohild was dying in my hands and I ooald nos bearit. You have
said tho work was dying i my hands aud X gave it ap in dis.
osuragoment. Then W id says * Foatnot for God hath heard the
voioo of thy 1ad whire he i9,” 1t 18 not the wosping of the dis-
couragzod mothor but she ory of the dying clild God heara. God
has nos forgotten or forazken ourwork, if wo have, Ho hoara tho
ory of neod. Then cam3 tho command * Ariso, 1ift ap tho 1ad and
hold him ia thine haud.” Go bsock and take up tho service you
havo laid aside. Whon Hagar bad done this God opeaed hor eyes
and sho 8aw right beside hera wellof water and sho proonred it
and gavo the lad & drink axd holived. Think of that 1ad dying
with thirat and that mothor weeping out her sorrow and despair
aod all within a stone's throw of an abundant supply of water. O,
that tho blind eyes of disoouragod, weary, thirsty Cliristisns
might be opened to seo that Christ is that fountainof living water.

11I. The methid by which the believer obtains this ** more
nbandant ' or higher Christian life. Of Christ it was gaid “In
Him wae life”and again ‘“ He thas hsth the Soxa hath the life,”
We must clearly recogaizo that Christ is tho exhaanstless fonntain
of lifo and blessing. Itistheoffice of the Holy 8pirit to make
real to the Christian oxperience all the privileges that aro hisin
in Christ Jesas. As Rer. .Andrew Marray expresses it * The
Holy Spirit is the conveyancer who makes over to the believer all
the posseasions and privileges that are prooured for him in Christ
Josns.”

Thers is a praotical heresy of whioh many Cbristians are
guilty, and which is more injurious to the believer’s lifo than
aven many of the doctrioal heresies. It is that we must bo saved
by Christ and wo cannot get the pazdon of our sins exeept
through Him. But oncs savel wa mast live the Christian lifs
by our owo effyrt :—of Tourse gotting help from the Lord now
and agaio  Tho belisver will not enter the ¢ moro abundant”
lita ant.l he 8203 that ho is as abzolately dependont on Christ for
ssnotifioation ay for jastidyation for Christian growth as fora
new naturs, for fitacts for gervics hors ag for Gad’s presenco hote-
altor. Chrlst in everything maust bo “ all in all.”

(1) This io \ruo io regard to viotory over sin. In Rom. viii, 2,
¢ The Law of tho Spirit ot lite in Christ Jesus made moe freo fzom
tho law of sin and deatbh.” It is thiclaw of sin and death in the
believer that is bricging defoat. Howis it to bo overcoms? By
golt effort? This is hike o man trying to hit himeelf up by
tagging at bis boot tope. It is the Law ol the Spirit of life in
Ohrist Jeauu that brioga us to the place of viotory. We oan ses
this in a familiac {llustration. Sappoie I wished to get to the
upper story of ono of ourhxgh boildiags aed there fe 0d stairway,
I1ry to leap up, bat thoro ja alaw of nature that bas hold of mo
ard deaws me down again—tbat is the law of gravitation, Some.
timoa I may leap a lictlo bigher bat this law is too strong for me.
Must I givo up in desprir? s ot that tho conclusion of many
Christiana. This law of aio and death is too strong forme, and I
must wait till I reach hoaven and g2t farsver boyond its pawer, to
obtaia victory. Dat that is not what ons ~ounld doin the cass wo
suppoie, for here in ome corner is an olevalor, I step into it—a
naw law is set in operation and in & fow scccnds I am where X
wishod to be. Did tho law of gravitation csage wiron I went into



