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tcaching is for«otten-the Divine inscription effaced. IIow soon did the
knoivledge of God pass froin. the souls of mecn, and the whole earthi beconie

.. , with corruption! How soon did the world forget the trenaiendous visi-
tation of the flood, and again, by unholy ambition, biîd deflance to the will of
i-leaven ! How oftcn did thc Jews, so highbly favoured and se eorîstantly
taught by respiendent signs, forget God and abandon Ilis worship for idolatry
Human, nature is stili the sanie-prone to depart froni the living God-pronu
to let go that which lie gives us sacredly to kceep and inaintain.

There are three causes operating constantly in this diretion,-the world,
the flesh, and the Devil,-tending, te the deterioration nnd deadenîin- of the
Divine life inman. These causes have operated froun the first, and are operating
now. Let not the trite character of the stateinent (liminish the force of the
faut. It is truc that human nature is degenerate and unfriendly to the service
of God ; it is truc that the influence of the world is as opposcd as ever to the
life of faith: it is truc, stili, that the wiles of the Dcvii are inany and iniglity
against the highest interests of the soul.

But these are general causes of religious declension. Under thein, as sub-
ordinate manifestations, tiiere have been particular causes, different, moure or
less, in different ages, and e:ninently hostile to clevated and progressive god-
liness. Now and tiien we have te do with our own age, and, iii casting our
eye over the aspects of the Christian Cliurch, eau wve sec any causes operatmng
te the decline of truc religion, aud especially renderingé- a revival of God's work
neccssary ? What bearing bias the sensuous spirit of the age on vital piet.y ?
Can wc doubt that the lust of the oye and the pride of life, as well as the
lust of the flesh, are unfriendly to etiiinent godliness ? IlIf any nian love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.'> These principles of ch;m.-
racter are flot compatible. Yet what do we sec around us ? A fondncss for
pleasure and gaiety, for dress and show, for oesthetics and gymnaastics, anîidst
which religion is oftcn left to struggle for a dwarfish and stunted existence.
In many cases yen look in vain for the line of demarention hctween the Chiurch
and the world ; and the dust of the one hias settled in the sacred places of'
the other. IlThe chains, and the bracelets, and the nmifiers," and "lthe
round tires like the moon"-"l the bonnets, and the changeable suits of ap-
parel, and the manties," were hurtful to piety of old, and:thcy niay not bc
favourable to eminent piety now. (Isaiah iii. 16.) It mnay bu right onough
to piease the.oye and charmi the car, te gratify the taste and adorn the body,
but the excessive regard to these pursu fs or pleasures which is prevalent e:an-
flot be otherwise than injurious te the dlaiis cf the spiritual lue and ti
hihcst formus of devotcdness te God.

What bearing bias the commercial spirit of the nge on vital piety ? Chris-
tian mon are required te buy as though they possessed not, and te use tljis
'world as net abusing it. (1 Cor. vii. 30, 31.) But is it generally se ? The
pursuits of commerce are honourablo and nccessary ; and "4morchant princuýS"
mn.y, in the highest sense, be princely men, having power with G'od and iiith
their follow-men. But are flot "lthe cares of tîme werld," in the absorption
of time and thought with business, too gonerally hostile te the eultivmtion
of the hurt and its gowth in ,grace ? The fierce coniVetitions of trade, the
constant and abserbing interests of the counting.housc, the shop, and the
factory, the struggle in many a case te kecep up an appearance, and te stand
well on the Exchange, are assurcdly unfriendly te the purity and progrcs's of
religion in the seul, so that mon often tako their business into their religion,
instead of taking their religion into thoir business.
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