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hoe ha& a farnily of littie childre-i). And heing a: try the tonic of more prayer ;and quit thiîking
bece-fancer, and as hee-pasture in Bmrriego.t rathor about myseif, and begin thliîîking abot Chîrist
l>are iii the end of July, hie takes aeveral hives of fi- ho t.hinks of iw 1 know!

/'gwith hiini also. And there lie was, in lite-rRi Il Our magazine haq never heeii, anad is not, what
mifk and lumey ; and gaining good health ;polislh- it should ie '" A'oIody k-no îrs t/et Itetffr l(in- 11P
ing up sorne of his 01(1 sermnons -. catching lack one cc/au kas theteertn(, oar .' is that so ýTe
betas in the twilighit, xi plinning new raids on l'Il hoplp to fil] tilpI Tite Npws of the( hrle'
the street-Araha. If we had not been at the time and the "lCorrespondence'" coluina be'ttes-, and
a thousand fathoîns dee-p iii the ï'ear-Boo)k omi.that will ail help.
Iation, we should certainly have ruîag his door-bell, "lBut 1 can't pray ; 1 cati't speak in pratyer
aLnd left our c'ard ; anet made enquiries after the meletinig ; 1can't write ;I can't (Io aiiytliiiîg "
black basa of the (henceforth) classical Nottawa- There, grumbling again ! 0f course voit must
saga! begin hefore you can do anything. About pray-

A GREAT ROOT-PRINCIPLE.

"Nover object to anything unless you have
something botter to propose !" "lOh, yes,": you
say, "that is a good principlo !" Wel, carry it
oui IHow inany things have you grunîbled at
hast yeek ? And could you in anvwise, had you
been in the place of those grumbled at, have done
things (those very tings) botter îi There is no
use in carrying a Ilgood principle "-any more
than a good hat-without mnaking use of it! We
îniight take it into our head that we owned al
Toronto; but if some "other fellow," or five
thousand "lother fellows" had dlaims and posses-
sion, that came in between us and the real use*of
the property, wherein were we the richer or the
botter?7 It were a more castie ira Spain.

But a use may 4, made of this principle: It
wilI hinder us from grumibling at many things ; it
will often bring up the question, IlHow can 1
assist in that matter? " It will make us more
sympathetic, and mnore tender of others feelings.

"lOu r mini.ster preached a poor sermon Sunday
îuorning !" Wel, I wont say anything about it,
but l'Il so chleer him up ail this week, in ail practi-
cal ways, that he'l preach (1 warrant!) botter
next Sunday.

"lOur church ought really to be ashamed of giv-
ing 80 littie for missions and College !" Perfect'ly
true ; but unwise to say so. Lot us try the
Systeitatie Giving ; and do so much botter this
year, that there need not ba said another word
about it!

"lMy soul is like a garden fu!l of weeds. I
dont get on ira spiritual thiings?" Well, 1 will

ing- -use the very best language voi, can cominand
in ycur famnily prayers ,and dont omit thean if
soine neighbor drops iii just at prayer tinie
About speakiiig----ask soine question about sonie
spiritual things at next prayer mieetinig. That
will ho, a good heginning. About writing- -send
the INDEPFNDENT a Short account Of your S. 8
picnic, or your churdhi anniversary service -juat
like writing a short lotter-ayid a beginnxing is
made. As to Il'doing nothing," the case is simiple
-begin and do something!

At any rate, quit grumbling. Soinebody once
asked Jean, "lIf Burns was ev'er iil-temperel to-
ward her or the chlidren *?" "lNa, pu ir feh low'
she saidi "lHo neyer conapleened o' me, or the
children. A' his compiaints were about lis sel',
puir fellow!

Our Lontrtbutorc.
-AH HA RD BO0 NE TO( PI1C K.

Missionary Bouie hias the Welland Canal for lus
field. Ail the sailors know hit andl lie ulesires
to know them, that hoe may do theiii good. Aîud
though Jack miay sonietinies play a trick or- two) On
him-such as shutting him down, Ilaccidcnltly, iM
the hold of a schooner, tili they t4 through the
next lock--still thoy ail know lie is their frieîad
ai.d the Frieaid he always iîtroduces to theuîi iiit -

"itely better yet !
The last timte I saw hilm wa.s at a Teinperance

Restaurant in Toronto, where lie liad givei the
extravagant order o:ý a bowl of Scotchi k-ail, and
whiere, in ti:, 7rdlst of our chat, Maýlyor llowland
came over froin another table, to say soinething


