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IS LIFE WORTH LIVING I
‘BY REV. A, J. TINSWORTH, CHELSEA.

There is a new intellectual and spirit-
‘uo! flora developing in our age, or being
most painstakingly cultivated, —it is per-
haps too eatiy to determine which.
Whether we have really passed the bound-
ary between two ages, and are now in
another moral clime from that our fathers
lived in, or some particularly busy hus.
bandmen of the devil are foreng certain
plants in our intellectual and spiritual
garden which will prove unsuited to stand
the climate of our nineteenth century
Christianity —we cannot say; but one
thing is sure, there are appearing in these
late years among us, as all along in the
history of men'’s thinking they have ap-
peared somewhere or other, certain nox-
1ous weeds of speculative inquiry, which
cannot thrive under truly Christian skies,
and which, if they do come to thrive
among us, will furnish all the proof any
onz need ask that we are passing through
an intellectual, but particularly a spiritual,
crisis in our civilization.

For 1illustration, hear this significant
question ¢ “ Is life worth living 2" which, |

Cissue ?

To die : to sleep,--
No more : —and, by a sleep, to say weend
‘The heartache, and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, —"tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish'd.

And we may expect a literature ques.
tioning the value of life and inferentially
denying it, to be followed by a literature
coolly canvassing the scientific and moral
right of suicide,

But we are not left to a priori tea-
soning, safe as that might be; history
furnishes more than one close parallel to
the state of things which may foice itself
painfully upon our notice presently.
Take what they call in England * agno-
sticism " —fashionable unbelief, unbelief
assuming to give social and intelléctual
rank, dignifying itsell’ as the creed—or
want of creed --of certain upper classes.
In this we have a striking repetition of
what was true in Rome in the time of the
lulian Emperors.  Belief in the gods
had vanished ; lusury had enervated the
people on the one hand, misery and
poverty had maddened them against life
on the other.  Faith was dead and life
was a disappointment.  What was the
i Hear some of Rome's agnostics
Pleny, declaring : * There is nothing cer-

- bar out of the spirit of man that deep and

from being whispered here and there in | tain but that nothing is certain ; the best
private circles of men and women, made thing that has been given to man amid
misanthropic by disappointments, or \ the many torments of life is, that he can

spiritually dyspeptic by elegant idling, | take his own life.”  Seneca : * Seest thou
victims of selt-worship, contempt for the ! yon steep height 2 Thence is the descent

who lives it, keeping the other in view ;
that the value and reality of this life fade
away before that man who ignores the
other.  * He who knows no goal in the
life beyond, has no true aim in the
present life ; but when a man /s found
the goal of existence in the other world
. . . life continually retains for him the
sublime significance of a school for the
life to come, and, in darkest seasons,
never becomes empty and unmeaning.”

This life, considered in itself, is too
palpably inadequate to the demand of
the human spirit that it have opportu-
nity to assert itself, for men to fasten |
their attention and regard long uvon this |
life exclusively without coming to feel |

unrest and dissatisfaction with life and | F ELT AND SILK HATS,

contemipt for it.  And no exaltation how- .
cever lofty, no idealization however re- Chsigé{(e:g éal;?}gygf:& ,ﬁitﬁtgf“’
fined or wsthetical, no purpose in this

life however pure and noble, can long
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This life is like a seed : he who buries |
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which promise a future for it and him,
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average humanity, ennni, vanished faith, |
has grown into an articulate vocalism, |
has even got itself printed and distnbuted |
by express and post 1o reviewers' hands |
first ; then, through their indorsement |
and condemnation alike, has made itself
heard far and wile, till it has become a;
familiar question wherever Liberal educa-
tion reaches.  The significance of this
question is that it covertly purposes not
50 much to ask whether, as to deny that,
life is worth living.  Not every one so
asks it perhaps not he who gave the
question widest currency by definitely |
framing it in prnted words; but the
action which speaks fouder than words,” :
which continually illustrates the ques-
tion, the atmosphere in which it moves
and by which it lives, admits of no doubt
as to the moral force of the question.

It goes of itselt to say that such a[
question, so asked, is not a natural pro- “
duct of a Christian consciousness ; to
thrive, it must have other than a Chris- |
tian soil, other than those moral-climatic .
conditions which are properly called .
Christian. ‘T'o rsk it, withthe inclination |
already formed to answer it negatively,
one must have turned away m  dissatis.
faction from the very premises of the
Christian faith. Life is too loosely bound
up with God, and too pregnant with pos-
stbilities opening  before the Christian
out of i, to be despised under its worst
conditions. If such a question grows’
naturally in the soil and climate of our
age, we have lost more than we sus-
pected of the Christianity out of our
times and our civilization.

If this question have any such real
hold upon our thinking as shows it to
be not an exotic transplanted to our
Christian years from the Sotic wastes of |
Rome, or the atheistic deserts of France,
but indigenous, growing freely in our
open fields and common gardens, then
of the speedy appearance of another,
plant of the same order we may be quite
sure. If life is not worth living, what
more logical or natural than that here
and there one, tired of it, should throw
away the worthlessthing ? There can be
no reasoning from cause to effect if in-
creased disdain of life do not issue in in-
creased cou-ting of death as the short
and casy way out of jt. ‘The state of
mind which asks and welcomes the
question, *Is life worth living ?” will be
followed, unless men’s common sense
throws their logic, by a state of mind
welcoming suictdde as a quick release
from the “weary, stale, flat and um-
profitable uses of this world.” Hamlet’s

_defended, their literature  panegyrized !

knowledge of the nature ot the seed, and
reap his harvest.  While the harvest
fint, and presently the seed itself, shall

to freedom.  Seest thou yon sea, yon
river, yon well 2 Freedom' sits there in
the depths. Seest thy neck, thy throat, ! seem of no reality or value to him who
thy heart? ‘They are ways of escape !
from bowdage.”  ‘Thus that sated,spoiled, !
atheistic people answered the question @
*Is life worth living ”  “Their philosophy

gregatonalist,
—————

sticide, and by logical
sutchde was frighttully common.

Then look at IFrance for connection |
between athetsm and flippant disregard |
of human life.  Sweden, a conservative, |
Chnistian state, furnishes sutcides at the |

consequence ! . .
! ,recent Sundav, the supply, a witnister

from New York, after listening to the
fine singing of an anthem, is reported to

the worship of God by singing the goth

holds it ever in his hand, sceing in it no |
potency and promise of a future. -Con-

A journal urely evangelical and unsectarian
i its nature, which serves as a medivw for the
best thought of Christinn thinkers, aud as a
record of the vaned labors of Christian work-
ers, and isone in which all Christians may and
should tuke an active interest,

The secular pupers can necessarily furnish

- only neagre stmmaries of addresses full o
. rich thouzht, the reading ot which is in many

I one of the Rondout Churches on a -

Wstanees Beeessar) to g propen .'Ippruci:uiou 0
their real value as expositions of tiath ; thede-
rominational journals, though  eminently use.
ful i thew several sphieres, vanmot, in the cir.
cumstgnces ol the vase, sequre citeulation out-

have satd: ** Now that the choir have : sube off those bodies of Christiaus under whose

- had their httle fun, we will commence .

auspices they are issued 3 but a publication
which enters the broad tields of Christian
thought and work m which Christiaus of every

rate of one in every 92,000 inhabitants ;.
the United States one in every 13,0001,
{.ondon one in every 21,000 ; England ;

Lone in every 13,000 ; Paris one in every |

2,700. - Unbelief —disdain of life—-sui- -
cide ; these are three steps in a logical '
movement of human life, not noticeable |
in individual cases except hereand there, |
but sure to take their places in the order !
of development when large masses of |
men share in the thought which lies at |
their beginning, when nations and ages |
give themsehves up to the disintegrating
work of unbelief.

It is worthy of note that the two men !
most conspicuous in English history as |
champions of unblief in the Chnstian |
system of trath, Gibbun and Hume, were
both strenuous defenders of the night of ¢
suicide.

The Christian religion is often charged
with abandoning a proper concern for the

cvangelical denomination are ubouring in com-
mon, is, we believe, ar waecdlent aid in the
nomotion of that unit. - hich all Christians
;csirc, Sucha journal ¢ - Reporier aims to
he

hymn.”
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water tank, and 1 an eflective evaporator , the pivot on
which 3t turas is an srun tabe sorewed ate the base of
the tank, while theluner etnd as closed and rests 1 apochet
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rasduthe dume, therely praduding a greater or less anwunt
of vapor in proguttion tu the intensity of the hest  Thard
Ofpec? - Fhete s a double heater, by meauns of which heat

e conveyed to an apastmenit above, and supplicd with
suficient vapor from the tank, Fowrts et A combaned

present life out of undue regard for one
to come.  Men scoftt at Thrist’s teach- .
ing in the question: *What is a man
profited it b shall gain the whole world |
and lose his own soul 2" In thair acarts
and their practical conduct they affirm
that it is folly to forego immediate and | The Stove becomes Simplified and easyto Gontrol
ihle . » - himer: Allh'nged doows andobjectionable fittiugs are abandoned,
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tance of such men as Mr. Ingersoll, fation is continucd unul an even summer heat is obtained.
h t idea is that it is man's sole : The circulation above descnibed causes the floor to remain
whese pe is life : th i h cool underncath the stove. “The stoves arealivgether cast
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M rom all its fieal surface, ensures them to last any number
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make it worth while to bother one’s self Ithle;clareklwo grates, similar in form to the base of a
H 3 N circular hacket , the centre grate is rotated tothe right or
about l; }?ut }(‘:h‘fm ]sd gl’OSS]y "}I:S;Cp- l:fx by the lever a short distance, and by moving the lever
resented when he 1s made to teach less
than a proper concern for the life that
now is. His teachings show His ac-
quaintance with the underlying truth
which His critics seem not to know, but
which a thoughtful common sense and
history abundantly justify, that this life is
most truly conserved and utilized by him

damper an the water tank, and cising all the vapor to
mingle with the ascending hieat.  Ffth Qbyect-

still turther to the night or left both grates are worked.

To light a fire close all the drafts in the base of the stove
open a directdraft in the smoke fluc . fill up to the hase a
llf: feeder with fine coal, leaving sufficient space for
draft, on the coal pace the lightwood, leave the tank
cover off slightly for draft, untilthe firc has taken, close the
tank cover and open the draft in front.
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