. - = PO S e —

UNIFORM SUNDAY-SCHOOL LE<3ONS. 207

which God had as truly sent by the man as bread was once sent to one in the
wilderness by a raven, had been the means of attuning my heart to devotion and
of putting a new song in my mouth. Would that every needy, honest fellow dis-
ciple might share a like ‘‘means of grace.”

December, 1878.

MEANNESS IN GIVING.
BY B—.

. Can you explain why so many so-called Christians and so many real Christians
instinctively pick out their smallest coin for church contributions ? I have often

seen men worth thousands take out a handful of coin, and search among it for

the “five cents,” regretting no doubt that the American ‘‘three cent” pieces

had become extinct. Have you not often known a wealthy man make it one of
his Saturday duties to see that a supply of ‘‘small change” is on hand for the
coming Sabbath! Have you not known many good Christians who would give
dollars away frivolously, whose souls can never rise above the small coin when
the church plate is passed around? In a family of five or six, in good circum-
stances in life, one or two are deputed te drop in a cent or a five-cent piece. There
is a miserly fushion prevailing in this matter, which will never be remedied nntil
those who can wfford it set the example of giving, according to their means, more
Liberally and cheerfully, feeling when they drop in their large silver coin, or an
original bill, that they are directly aiding the cause of Christ. There is a contu-
gion in the appearance of a passing church plate. Silver and bills act as stimuli
to draw forth their like ; but a plate whose bottom is covered with cents is more
likely to receive nothing else. When we reflect upon the innumerable ways in
which good Christians fritter and fling away half-dollars and quarters, it seems
surprising indeed that the economical fits happen in church. I fancy we could
find many people ¢ conscientiously ” in favour of the old bag un the end of a pole—
which tradition might say was to rap your head with one end if you didn’t put
everything in the other—because of the fact, that not only does it conceal what
the right hand giveth, but it conveniently keeps your neighbour in ignorance of
the cents—I trust not the button—you’ve dropped in. En passant, what a tremend-
ous encouragement for young men to enter the Protestant ministry, and read of
the paltry salaries received, and the ¢ donations ” which in our day seem some-
times necessary to keep them from starving. Evew these trifles must be paraded
in the press. Verily, a Christian minister needs to have no love of lucre to stimu-
late him to work, when ke is paid so poorly, and Patrick, who dosen’t know A
from B, gets $1.00 a day for scraping the mud off the streets.

UNIFCRM SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1874.

The International Series of Lessons is now adopted by the Sunday-School Union
of England, so that on each Sunday afternoon the same lesson is being taught in
Great Britain, the United States, Canada, Australia and in other far distant lands.
This thought will add a new influence to the instructions and prayers of teachers.
The lessons, for the first and second quarters of the year, are from the Old Testa-
ment, and take of the history of the Israelites—the time of their bondage to the
death of Moses. The lessons of the third and fourth quarters embrace the Gospel
according to St. Mark. With regard to commentaries, the teacher will find suffi-
cient help in any one of the following :—The Speaker’s Commentary, 1 vol., em-
bracing Genesis and Exodus, price $5; Bush on Exodus, 2 vols., $3; Murpay on
Exodus, 1vol., $2. There are so many series of Lesson Leaves published monthly
that-it is difficult to say which is the best. We have seen none that we would
choose in preference to those issued by the London Sunday-School Union. The
Divine Spirit is the best interpreter of His own Word.—Ep.




