
THE PURITY 0F THE * HUM~IEI8 POWEIV.

none in this lif. wbo are pure from sin in such a sense that there ia ne remain-
der, no mixture of sin."- IlWho cani mn>, 1 have made my heart clean, 1 arn
pure frou w>' sin ?" So that if this were the. requisite qualification, none of
the children of mon would ever corne to see Qed. BJut whilst wo niake these
remarks ln order to guard a ainst error, there muet b. such purit>' in us per-
sonally and unitediy, as williead un to ablior ail uncleanness and sin, mnourn over
it, rest it, seek its destruction and guard againat it--such purity as will prompt
us to deliglit in that which is spiritual, and to conforrn our hearts to God's
holy wiII. Indeed, wbere true religion existes, the heart will b. more or less
engaged with the objecta of faith, love and hope. We shall delight in the
exorcise of love to God and the Saviour, ini praising Qed, in holding commu-
nion with Hlm, and in the enjoymnent of Hirn as our portion. W. shall ox-
perience pleasure in the study of the Scriptures, and in the exercises of the
sanctuary, in hly> thoughts and meditations, in Christian fellowship, snd in
the manifestation of love to; ail men. Llaving promises te animate us, we are
required to, Ilcleanse ourselves from ail filthiness ef the fiesh and tqpirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear eof God." IlSeeing ye have purified your seuls ln
obeying the truth tbrough the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the bretbren (ays
the Apostie) me that ye love on. another with a pure heart fervently." To
those who are striving amid many conscioui imperfections, te, be incroasingly
conformed to Qod's will, the ardent breathinga of Brainerd will appear very
natural-"e 0 that my seul were holy as H. is holy 1 O that it were pure, even
as Christ is pure ; and perfect, as my father in heaven is perfect 1 These I
feel are the sweetest commanda in God's book, comprising ail others."

There la great scope for the exorcise of pure affections in the churcli.
Whi*àst we should ever breathe the prayer, " Grace be with all theni that love
our Lord Jesus Christ -in sincerity," we should ilexhort one another, while it
is called to-day," and Ilprovoke eue another te love and good works." "lLove
te the bretbren," should, indiuce us to counsel and admnish thern for their
good. IlThou shait net hate thy brother in thy heart, nor suifer sin upon
hirn." If we observe iu a dear friend symptenis of disease, endangering bis
life, are we flot led te advise him to take counisel, and use the best means for
bis preservation ? And zQIl flot love for those Rssociated with us by' the
strongest and meet endearin . ties, excite us te do ail that w. can te preserve
theni froni in, rouse their coid and sluggish affections, and~ promote their piet>'
aud usefulness? How much we need mutual watchf'uiness and admonition,
forbearance and prayerl1 We should cberish the pureat »aCtections te, Qed, to,
oue another, and te the werld ; and these affections should be devlpdb
suitable actions. This leads me to notice,evoedy

3rdly. The purit>' ef the church bas reference te, MIe eonduci. It is in our
deportment, that our principles and affections wili be exhibited. If they are
pure, our conduut will be sucb. It is in this way alone that our fellowmien
can know what wve believe aud love. Ilence our Lord enjoins> "lLot jour
ligrht se shine before men, thay they may see your good works, and glorifv your
Father whe is in hoaven."" Illie that bath my couamandments and keepet&
thei he it i8 that Ioveth me." WeT are elsewbere taught,"1 Whethe r therefore
ye etit or drinik, or whaltsoever y. do, do ail te, the glory of God.' Il He diod
for all, tlint the>' which live, should net honceforth live unto' thenseives, but
unte Hini who diod for thcm aud rose a-ai.

No one cau read the Bible wltbout perceiving that there is a r14arced di.fer-
ence between the chidren of Qed, anld the children of the world. This ia
obvious frorn the passages cited, te which many more might b. added. They


