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Tliis is the twenty-litb atiniversary
ihii, oti of the union of the four Provinces,

Wv1ich On Ist JulY, 1867, were pro-
clainied to be, and formally constituted, The Dominion
of Canada. Tlue mnanifest destiny of tixis Dominion is
denîonstratcd by its historic success, its xnagnificent
achievements, its pride in its past, and confidence in
its future. The wvelding process is flot complete ; the
sense of national unity is flot as deep and intense as
wve shoilld like it to, be. But Canada is a unit, and
Canadians are learning more and more the obligations
of patrîotisni, and con scious of their being one people,
wvîth coninon, aims, îaîterests, aspirations and duities.
As our native population increases, the sense of nation-
ality will growv, tlîey will learn to speak of Canada as
those front the Old \Vorld do of the great nations front
wvhicli they spring. 'ite idea of a united Canada dates
front i69o, when it was propouinded as desirablé for the
protection of Britishî coloîiists. li 1754 the sclîeme
was urged by Franklin. In 1775 -Mr. William Smith
proposed a plan of Union, and was sent ont of Amnerica
for bis pains. He is regarded as Irthe grandfather
of Confederation." In 1814 Cliief justice Sewell,under
Mr. Smitli's influence, in conjuniction with other pro-
minent men, submitted a schenxe for Union to the home
governiment. Vear after year scheane after scbenie wvas
formulated, the subject beimg discussed by the most
distinguished public men in Canada and in Great
Britain. Confederation became a very live question in
1849 by "IThe British Nortb Anierican League," being
founded by a body of yonng Canadians, wlîose leader
and inspirer was the late Sir John A. -Macdonald. The
Union proposai was advocated, in 1857 by Mr. J. C.
Taché iii the Courier du Canada. Then came speeches
loy sncb able leaders of public tbought as Messrs.

Alex. T. Gaît, D'Arcy MLcGee, Alexander Morris, Geo.
Cartier, Leoimard Tilley, John Ross, Chmarles 'flipper,
Govermor Geticral Sir Edînuaîd Head, and otlierî ir.
botli Upper and Lowver Canada. As the discussion
went ont, it wvas found tîmat the people generally favored
Union of the Canadiaaî Provinces, the niinority against
it beiamg sanaîl, aaid confincd to a very narrow section.
In 1 866, delegates front Canada, Newv Brunswick and
Nova Scot.ia, liavimg legisiative authority, met in
Lonîdon, aaîd frained ant Act of Unioni which passed tie
Imnperial Parliament iai Marci, 1867 ; tlîis was foranally
proclainied at Windsor Castie ont the 22nd MNay, and
then tlîrotmghout the now federated Provinces oit the
ist July. Sitice timen Prince Edvard Island aaîd British
Columubia have entered Confederation, aamd the North
WVest Provinces and Territories have becax acquired.
Since 1867 tiot a sign of anly anti-confederation niove-
ment lias been made, aithougli, naturally enougli, 11o

little friction bas arisen iii working the new niachiaîery,
especially in regard to the subsidies graîîted to the
several Provinces front tlîe Federal Treasury. Canada
lias been highly favored in liaving for each terni, a
Goveraîor Genieral of eaint clînracter and statesanan-
11k-e talents, notably tîxe En:rl of Dufferin, amîd tlîe dis-
titiguislîed nobleanan wlîo îîow so, worthily represents
the Queen iii this Domnîion, wvhose universal popular-
ity lias bcen wvon by qualities and services wlxiclî will
anake the nanie of"' Aberdeen " everrevered ini Canada.
Havimg in our issue of Mardhi5îtlî given thi nost
comple and iaîteresting table of statistics yet issued,
showing the progress of Canada under Confederatiou,
we need not enter imîto details nov;. Tlhis is our Coun-
try's birthday ; wve rejoice in it; wve take pride in the
record it recalis; and wve look from the vantage
grouaîd of tlîis day with unfaltering con fideance as to
the coniing years wlien The Dominion of Canada will
hold its lîead highi among the nations, wlîile stili re-
inaiîîing a section of the Britishî E mpire.

'l rie O;sy itTir. essay on the theane, "Wlîy a
mai should insure bis life," wlîich
wvon the prize offered by the Mutual

.ife, contaiais soane excellent passages. Tbe subject
bas been so tborouglily discussed, we do not expect
anything new to be said upon it, but oaîîy some recog-
nized truths to, be presented attractively. The writer


