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most stern in their repose; and thun
such womanly softness in the masses of
rich nut-brown hair that showered
down neck and shoulders, to form n
framowork for this lovely, dangrrous,
and too alluring picturo. Even the
little negro, wearied a8 he was, peoped
at intervals from the baek of the mirror
he upheld, fawning like a dog for some
sign of approval from his haughty,
careless mistress. At leogth she bads
him keep still, with a balf-scornful
swilo at his antics; and the sharp white
teeth gloamed frow oar to ear of the
dusky little face, as it grinned with
pleasure, while tho boy settlod himsolf
once more in an attitude of patience
and steady submission.

Nor was Veleria's apariment un-
wortby of the noble beauty who de-
voted it to the mystericus rites of
dress and decoration. Everything that
luxury could imegine for bodily ocase,
everything that scienco bad as yet dis-
. covered for thn proservation or the pro
" duction of fominine attractions, was

there to be found io its handsomest

and costliest form. In one recess,
shrouded by transparent curtaing of
. the softesi piok, was the bath that
- could be heated at will to any tempera-
ture, and the marble steps of which

=

. that shapeiy form was accustomed to

descend twice and thrice aday. Iuan-

-, other stood the ivory couch with its

quilted crimson silks and ornamented

. pillars of solid gold, in which Valeria

slept, and dreamed such dreams as
. hover round the reat of those whoss
- life is luxury, and whose business is a
: ceaselegs career of pleasure, On a
table of nedar-wood, fashioned like a
palm-leaf opening out from a pedestal
that terminnted in a sicgle claw of
grotesque shape, stood her silver night-
lawp, exbaling cdours of perfumed oil,

e

.., and near it lay the waxen tablets, on

4

" which she made her memorandums, or
; composed her love-letters, and from
which, as from an untieished task, the

= gharp-poiated steel pencil bad rolled
§ away upon the shining floor. Tarcugh

, the whole court—for court it might be

", called, its many entrances and recesses,

: its cool and shady nooke, its lofty ceil-
. ing and its tesselated pavement—

A. ; choice vases, jowelled cups, burnished

i} chalices, and exquisite little statues,

1 were scattered in systematic irregular-

- {ity and graceful profusion. Even the
.+ very water in tho bath flowed through

the mouth of a marble Oupid ; and two

-'more winged urchine wrought  in

| bronze, supported a stand on which
. was set a formidable array of perfumes,
,essences, cosmetics and such material

. “for offensive and defensive warfare,

The walls, too, of this seductive

-'arsenal, were delicately tint.d of a
= light rose-colour, that should throw the
« ,most becowing shade over its inmates,
-"yrelievad at intervals by oval wreaths
» wrought out in basrelief, enclosing

oflice of bousekeepor in the establish.
wont—o digoity which did not, how
evor, exempt her from insult, and evon
Llows, whon sho fuiled to satisfy tho
caprices of a somowbat exacting mis-
tress; the othoers, comely laughing
girla, with eparkliog eyes and whito
tooth of their countrywomon, scomed
principally occupied with tho various
mattors that constituted their lady's
toilet—a uaily ponance, in which, not
withstanding the rigour of its dis-
cipline, and the severitics that wero
euro to follow the wost tritling aot of
negligence, they took an inexplicable
and essontially feminine delight.

Ot those it was obvious that Myrrh-
inn was the first in place as in favour.
She it was who brought her mistress
the warm towels for bor bath; who
was ready with her slippera when sho
emorged ; who handed overy articlo of
clotbizg as it was required ; whose taste
was invarisbly consulted, and whoao
decision was considered final, on such
important points as the position of a
jowel, the stadied negligence of 2 curl,
or the exact adjustment of a fold.

The girl possessed, with an Italian
exterior, the pliant cunning and plaus-
ible fluency of the Greok. Born a
slavo on one of Valeria's estates in the
P country, she bad been reared a mere
peasant, ou a simple country diet, and
amidst healthful country occupations,
till a freak of ber mistress brought her
to Rome. With a woman's versatility
—with a woman's quickuess in adapt-
ing herself to a strange phase of life
and a total change of circumstances—
the country girl had not been a year in
her new situation, cre she became the
acutest and cleverest waiting waid in
the capital, with what benefit to her
own morals and character, it is needleas
to inquire. Who 80 quick as Myrrhina
to prepare the unguentas, the perfumes,
or the cosmetics that repaired the in-
juries of climate, aund effaced the marks
of dissipation? \Who so delicate a
sempatress ; who had such taste in col
ours; who could convey a note or a
message with half such precision, sim-
plicity, aud tact? Ia short, who was
ever so ready, in an emergency, with
brush, crisping-iron, needle, hand, eye,
or tongue? Intrigue was her native
element. To lie on her mistress’s be-
balf, seemed as natural as on her own.
He who would advance in Valeria's
good-will, must begin by bribing her
maid ; and many a Roman gallant had
ere this discovered that even that royal
road.to success was as tedious asit was
costly, and might leaa eventually to
discomfiture and disgrace.

As she took the pouncet-box from
one of the girls, and 1roceeded to
sprinkle gold dust in Valeria’s hair,
Myrrhioa's eye was caught by the gift
of Placidus, lying neglected at her feot,
the casket open, the jewels scattered
on the floor. Such as it was, the wait-

*The trouble counts for nothing,
madam, when a lady has got such hair
u3 yours. It’s a pleasure to run your
hands through it, lot alcne dressing
and crisping it, and plaiting it up into
a crown that's fit for a queon. But
this now fashion will make us all alike,
whether we're as bald as old Lyce, or
wear our curls down to our ankles, like
Nwra.  Still, to bide auch hair as yours,
—a8 my iord enid, only this morning—'

¢ What lord? this morning! iuter
rupted Valeria, a dawn of interest
waking on her handsome features ; ‘not
Licinius, my noble kinsman? His ap-
proval is indeed worth having.'

* Better worth than hisgifts,’ answer-
od Myrrhine, pertly ; pointing to the
filigree basket which occupied a place
of honour on the toilet-table. *Sucha
birthday prosent I nover saw! A fow
late roses and a bunch or two of figs
to the richest lady in Rome! To be
suro, he sent o messenger with thom,
who might bave come direct from Jove,
and the properest man[ everset eyeson.’
And Myrrhina moved to one side, that
ber Jndy might not observe the blush
that rose, even to her shameless brow,
as sho recalled the impression made on
her by the handsome slave.

(10 BE CONTINUED )

Ustorp Missry —Waar a WeLt-Kvows
CoxMERCIAL TRAVELEKR SUPFERED AND Itow
HE was CureD.~—-GENTLEMEN, —About five
years ago I began to be troubled with
Dyapopsta, and for three years suffercd un-
told misery, from this terrible complaint.
I was at that time travelling for Mesars.
Walter Woods & Co. Hamilton, and was
treated by some of the best physicians in the
country, but all to no purpose. I continued
to grow worse, one day I was indaced to try
a bottle of Northrop & Lyman’s VEceTanLy
Discovery and to my great surprise and joy,
I s00n began to improve. I continued using
this medicine and whon the third bottls was
ficished, I found I was entirely cured ; sud
as a year has clapsed sioce then, 1 feol
confident that the cure is completo and
permancent. To all afflicted with this dis-
tressing complaint I heartily recommend
Northrop & Lvmans VEOETABLE DISCOVERY
believing that the persistent use of it will
cure any case of Dyspepsia.

Signoed, T 8. McIxTeE
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POWDERED m

i =Y L : K 7 : s
R PﬂUREST. STRONCEST, FEST.

c2dy for uro in a. ULy. Fe Boap
Boncnt’ng Water, lur-'(n?:c:rnlng.y n:do:t )?uﬂ::% otber
uscs, A capnoquals 0 pounds nal Soda.

Bold by All Crocers sud Drogplsta.
. VW. G-ILILIITY, Toronta
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(lniv the Scars Remain,

*Among tho mauy testimonlils which 1
a0 11 regard o caitaln medicines performe.
Ing cures, cleansing the blood, «te.,” wrltes
Hxxny Hurpson, of the James Smith
Woolenr Mactunery Co,,
Pluadelplug, Pa., *rone
fopress me mere than my
owncaso. Tweney years
850, &t the nge of 1R years,
I had swellings come on
my legs, wineh broke and
A becatie running suress
Que fannly physicanceald
do me Lo wonl, and it was
feared  that the  bapeg
3 would be uffected. Atlast,
jJ>- my good old mother
‘E urged moe to try Ayer's
] Sarsapartlla. 1took tineo
P Lottles, the sores healed,
gmd nnd I have not been
B trouhled since. Only the
i scars r.runln, and the
Sl nismury of the past, to
remind me of tho good
Ayer's Sarsaparilin has done me. 1 now
welgh two hundred and twenty pounds, and
am in the best of health, 1 bave beenon the
road for the past twelve years, have nuticed
Ayer's Sarsaparilla advertised fn all parts
of the Unfted States, and always take pleas-
ure 1n telling what good it did for me.”

For the cure of all diseases uriginating 1n
impure blood, the best remedy Is

AYER’S Sarsaparilla

Prepared by Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co , Lowell, Mass.
Curesothers.will cureyou

- Church Pews -

SCHOOL FURNITURE

The Bennett Farnishing Co., of London
Ont. meke a specialty of manufacturin
the latest designs in Church and 8choo
Fuarniture. Tho Catholic clergy of Canada
arerespectfully invited to send for catalogue
and prices before awarding contracts. We
have lately put in a completo set of pews
in the Braniford Cathohec Church, and
in St. Michael's Cathedral, Torontc, St.
Lawrence Church, Hamilton, Rev. F. T.
McEray; Thorold R. C. Church, Rev. J.
F. Sullivap ; Hespeler R. C. Church, Rev.
E. P. Slaven ; Little Current R. C Church,
A. P. Kilganan, Esq.; Ronous Bridge R.C.
Church, New Brunswick, Rev. E. S. Mar-
dock. We have also supplied Altars to
Rov. Father Walsh, Toronto, Rev, J. A.
Kealy, Mount} Carmel, Father McGeo. St.
Aungustine, V.G. ¥cCann, Toronto, Rev.
G. g, Kenny, Gueiph, Rov. J. C. Heman,
Dundes, Rev. R. Maloney, Markdale,
Father Ronan, Wallaceburg, St. Joseph's
Convent, Toronto, S8acred Heart Convent,
London and Sacred Heart Convent, Hali-
fax, N.S.

We have for years past been favoured
with contracts from members of the clorgy
in other parts of Ontario, in all cases the
most entite satisfaction having been expree
sed in regard to quality of work, lowness
of price, and quickness of execution. Such
has been the increase of business in thir
special line that wo found it necessary
somo time sinco to establish a branch office
in Glasgow, Scotland, and we are now en-
gnged manufacturing pewsfor new churches
in that country and Ireland. Address

BENNETT FURNISH:XG CO
Londoa Ont., Canada

* “idiverse mythological subjects, in which
.- -ithe figure of Venus, goddess of love
. isod laughter, predominated. Round

..\the corpices gtretched a friezo repre-

ing-maid owned a conscience. It warned

*her that she had not as yet worked ount
the value of the costly chain thrown
round her neck by the Tribune.

Comfort and security sssured So-

-

|

> ; household ; the most Jimportant among
"¢ them seemed to bo 'a

: 0‘2 woman, considerably older than hey.

]

senting, also in relief, the fabulous
- contests of the Amazons with every
.description of monster, amongst which

“s Tthe most conspicuous £re was the well-
- - {known gryphon, or griffin, an abpormsl
", ‘quadruped, with tho head and peck of
. .;'-‘ia bird of prey.

“ 3 It was curious to trace in the female

3

- iwarriors thus delineated, something of

‘the imperious beauty, the vigorous

- symmetry, and the dauntless bearing
- that distinguished Valeric horself,

_thou,a their energetic and spirited

oV t.attitudeg afforded, at the same time, a
“.merked contrast to the pleasing lan-
‘_iguor that gosmed to pervade avery

ymovement of that luxurious lady re- |

«clining beforo her mirror, and sub-

.¢'mitting indolently to tho attentions of

_ 97} her maid-servants,

_These wero five in number, and con-
!stituted the principal slaves of her

tall matrouly

comrades, who filled the responsible

>

Showering the gold-dust liberally
about her lady’s besd, Myrrhina felt
ker way cautiously to the delicate
tbene.

‘There’s.a new fashion coming in

for headgear when the weather gets'

cooler,’ said she. *Iu's truth I tell you,
madam, for I heard it directfrom Selina,
who was told by the Empress’s first
tirewoman, though even Civiar himself
cannot think Gualeria looks well, with
that yellowmop stuck sll over hor bead.
But it's to be the fashion, nevertheless,
and right eorvy I am to hear it ; nor
am [ the ounly one for that matter.’

*Why ¥ asked Valeris, languidly;
‘is it more troublesome than tho pre-
sent.’

Myrrbina oad dono with the gold-
dust now, and, boldiog the comb in
her moutb, was throwing a rich brown
corl across her wrist, while she laid a
plat carefully beneath it. Notwith-
standing tho impediment between her
lips, however, sho was ablo to reply

with greet volubility.

Hasing recured the Canadian agency of the
LARGEST PUBLISHERS OF

CATHOLIC N USIC

Wo shall bo pleased to forward Catalozucs on ap-
plication, and should vou require saything in the
music ine, whether ¢ Sheet Music, Musmic Books
or Musleal Inxtruments. Remember wo ato Manufac.

-turers, Publisiicrs and teeneral Dealers io ererything

pertaining to a First Class Music Sopply House.
Catalogucs {ree on rppilcation,
Hentlon goods required.
WIIALRY, ROYCE & Co.,
138 Yongo 8t., Toronto, Can.

R called **Hopcless Cases™ solicsted.
Children positively cured in a few
weeks. It vou get any appliance
B xct the very best, Over twenty yoars
in businees in Torunto in thin one line eacluseiy.
J.¥.EGAN, Hermia Specialist, 250 West Queen Strect,
Toronto, 311y
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TEL “HOXF 1506.

M. MicCABE,
UNDERTAKER.

EMBALMING & SVE' TALTY.
345 Queen St. West, Toranto, Ont.

F. ROSAR,
UNDERTAKER,

240 RING ST. EAST,
TRLEFHONR 1034 TORONTO.
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