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tho Biblo, when it is a fuct that as fur back as the twelve tabies
of Pagan Romo wo find principles oloarly stated upon which a
Jargo portion of tho structuro of universal modern law is based,
Instend of tracing modorn law to the Bible, we trace it back to
Roman luw, as codified undor Justinian, and that is traceabloe to
tho Jicemviral codo, four conturies and s half before Christ.
Licky justly says: “Tho Augustan ago of Roman law was
Pagan, not Christian.”

'Tho Biblo has morally great morits and grout defects. Itis
unquestionable that scattered through the book there isa vast
amount of moral wisdom, but while it has no moral principles bo-
yond the powor of tho human mind to discover, and wmeore that
wore not known and taught by tho ancient Pagaus, there is much
in both tho Old and New Testaments plainly in conflict with the
highest ethical teaching of to-day. Portions of the book are
otfensivo to common decency, equal in voluptuousness of thought
and nakedness of exprgssion to Don Juan or La Pucelle.  The old
Jowish rabbi advised their young poople not togread tho Songs of
Solomon until they wero thivty yoars old.

Somo of the proverbs of the Bible are indeod roplete with sim-
plicity and moral beauty, but certainly not superior to an equal
nunber of modern proverbs that could be collected from the lit-
erature of any of the great nations of modern times.

The New Testament, although it contains no atrocities like
those of the Old Testament, is inforior to it in practical sense and
moral wisdom. Many of the New Testarfligt preceptz form no
part of a perfect moral systom. Its moral.teachings are frag-
mentary, incowplete, often acotic and somctimes absurd. « To
oxtract from it,” suys John Stuart Mill, “a body of othical doc-
trines has never been possible without eking it out from the Old
Tustament, that "s from a system elaborate indeed, but in many
respacts barbaron ¢, and intended only for a barbarous people.”

“Tes ideal (that of Christian morality) is negative rather than
positive, innocence rather than noblencss, abstinence from evil
rather than energetic pursuit of yood. * * Tt holds out tho
hopo of hoaven and the threat of hell as the appointed aud appro-
printe motives to a virtuous life; in this falling far belew tho best
of tho ancients, and doing what lies in it to give to human mor
ality an cssentially selfish character by disconnecting oach man’s
focling of duty from the interests of his fellow creature, excent so
far s & self-intercsted inducomont is offered to him for consulting
them. Itis essentially a doctrine of passive obedienco; it ineul-
cates submission to all authorities fonnd established, who indeed
aro not to bo actively oboyed when they command what religion
forbids, b1t whoare not Lo bo resisted, far less rebelled against
for any amount of wrong to ourselves. And while, in morality of
tho best Pagan nations, duty to tho stato holds, even a dispropor-
tionato place, infringing on tho just liborty of the jndividual, in
purcly Christian ethics, that grand department of duty is scarcely
ncticed or acknowledged. It is in the Koran, not in the New |
Testament, that wo rcad the maxim+ * A ruler who appoints any
man to an offico when there is in his dominion another man better
qualifiod for it, sins against God and against the State.'”

“ What little mcognition the ides of obligation to tho public ob-
tains in modern momdlity is derived from Greek and Roman
sources, not trom Christian, as even in the morality of private
lifo whatover exists of magnamimity, high mindednoss, personal |
dignity, cven tho sense of hrwor iy derived from the purely human
not the religgions part of our cducation, and mover could have
grown out of a standard of ethics in which tho only worth pro-
fesscdl_v,? rocognized is that of obedience.” (Mill on Liberty,

94-97.

L It wo) open our oyes,” says Strauss, “and cro honest cnough
to avow what they show us, wo must acknowledge that tho entiro
activity and aspiration of the civilized nations of our time is based
on views of lifo which run directly connter to those eatertained by
Christ.” (The Old F=ith and tho New, p. 86.) i

Althrngh the Now Tostament contains no moral teachings that |
werh not known, ianght and practiced centuries before any por-
iion of tho book was written, and many of ils characteristic doe-
trines wnd precepts aro practically obee{otu, for mome timo yet wo

shall hoar that its moral teachings alono are suflicient to cstablish
1ts suporhuman origin,

The hacknoyed statemont that & work cqual in worth to the
Biblo conld not be produced by the wisdom of man i3 a foolish
statoment by whoover made. Tho Old Testament, as beforo ro-
marked, is the literatnre of u nation. Tho man must be insane,
or at least blinded by bigotry, who doclares that a volume of the
samo sizo and oqual to it in excollonce could not be collected from

modera literature.
. B. ¥ GNDERWOO0D.

Tho following referenco ta the cldest Froethought pepor in the
world is from the apoech of Mr. B. F. Undorwood at tho laying of
tho corner-stono of Paine Hall, Boston :

¢ The old ship InvksT10aTOR has, sinco sho was launched, expori-
onced much rough weathar, and more than once have the waves of
bigetry and hatred threatened to overwhelm and destroy her; but
proudly and defiantly sho has kept on her course, her colors, through
sunshino and storm, streaming from its masthead, with the motto
‘“ Universal Mental Liberty”—prophecy of the future and hope of the
uations—inscribed thereon,”

“ Other barks, With commanders as hopeful, with prospects as fair,
havo been stranded and wreckod or suddenly sunk and never boen
heard of more. Of all tho ships of the Liberal line, built 2 generation
ago, the INvesTiaaTor is the only ono that now rides the sea. The
past few years smoother waters and sunnicr skies have brought out
soveral stately ships, additions to the Liberal line, and as the dangers
disappear and the prospects brighten, handsome crafts from time to
timo push out from shore, some speedidy to disappear, others to ride
tho waves gracefully for many years to come we hopo. It must bo
very pleasant for the officers of this veteran ship, having sailed so
many voyagoes alone, avoided by other crafts as a plague-ship filled
with contagion and death, to have the company now of fine-looking,
friendly barks, sailed by genial, gentlemanly captains and manned by
intelligent and friendly crows.”

Vo, the youngest ship of that line, havo just launched our craft
upon the waves of public opinion and spread its canvas to the
breezo ; and wo salute with a broadside our cldest sister ship, that
still staunch, still seaworthy Boston Investigator.—Ed. Journal. o

s

Mus. Axwie Besast.—1It is ramored that this noted English lec-
turer, who iz nssociated with Mr. Bradlaugh in editing the London
National Reformer, and who was sentenced with him to imprisonment
for selling Dr. Knowlton’s pamphlet, may visit this ~ountry before
long. She would bo very kindly welcomed by Liberals, aud no doubt
listened to with great pleasure, for her superior abilities have placed
her among the first intellectual fomale orators of the time.—Boston
Investigator.

We kopo the above rumor will turn ont to bo a fact, and that
whon that gifted woman dJoes cross the Atlantic she will not for-
get to pay Toronto a visit, whera she would bo received with &
heartiness amnounting to cnthusiasm.—Z&d. Journal

Tho Religio-Philosophical Journal, published at Chicago, and
davoted to tho advocasy of modern Spiritualism, appears to bo as
much interostod in exposiog the franduleat claims and practices
of modiumg, liko Bliss and tho Holmes, as 1n defending tho phil-
osopny of which it is tho reprosentativo for tho West. 1ts conrso
in this respect has made it many friends, not ouly among tho bet-
ter class of Spiritualists, but among thoso who aro not Spiritual-
ists, yet who welcomo tho exposnre of trickery and fraud in what-
over causs thoy are employed.



