
THIE FREETHOUGHIT JOUR1NAL.

t-be B3ible, whlexi it is a faet t-bat as far back as the twolve tables
of P,.tgau Rame 've find pirinciples olaly 9t-at-ed upon which ai
large portion of t-be structure cf univonsal. modern law id based.
Instcad ai trxing nmodaern law t-o the Bile, wa t-race iL baclc t-o
Bomnan bîw, ns codified tîndor, Justinian, and t-uat la traceabla t-o
t-le diewîîivirl code, four centuries aud a bahf beforo abnst.
Licky jnstiy Baya: "Tho Augustan ago ai Roman law na
Paga», net Christ-ian."

The Bible bas moraliy great morits andi grotit defecta. It id
unquostionable t-bat scattered t-hrough t-le book t-bore in a vast
nînount ai nmerai wisdem, but white it bias ne moral principlea bo-
yand t-le powor of t-ho buian mind to diseover, and more that
'vero net known andi taught by t-le arieict Pageas, t-bore is nitneli
in botb t-li Old andi Non- Testaments plûin& li conflict wil th le
higbest et-bisai t-cacbing of t-o-day. Portions of t-li book are
oil'onsive t-o commoai deccncy, eqimal in voluptuananesa of thouglit
and nakedness of oxpnipasioa t-a Dan Juan or la Pucelle. Thoolia
Jewish rabbi advised tliair youing people net to.read t-be Sangs ai
Solomon until t-bey n-arc t-birty yoars old.

Sema ai t-li proverba cf t-ho Bible arc indeod reploet- with atm-
plicity aud moral bcauty, but certainly net superior t-o an equal
number ai modern provarlis t-bat could bo collectcd frei t-be lit-
arat-ure ai any af thbe great nations ef moedern timnes.

The New Testament, altiougli iL cont-ains ne atrocities liko
tmose of thle Old Trestainent, la infanio te 't * practical sonse and
moral wisdom. Many of t-le No", Tcstaxt precepta- farin ne
part of ai perfect moral systein. Ita mner. teaciiings arc tmg.-
mentary, înco.piete, oft-en acetle anud sometimnes abstird. IlTo
extmet Jroin it," says John Stuaret Mill, Ila body et othical doc-
trines bas nover been passible witliout oking iL out frein t-be Olti
Tu.stameut, t-bat s frorn a systein elabomato iindaod, but li mny
reap?,rts liarbaromx-, and intcnded only for a bariaromis peepla."

"l ts ideal (t-bat oi Christ-ian mornlity> is negativo rat-ber t-han
positive, innocence rat-ler thon nmableneas, ab3tinenco frein ovil
ratler t-han oneorgotl pursuit or geed. Il Il It lialds out t-le
hope et hoaven a'.d t-le t-lirot cf bell as t-le appeinted anud appra.
pritito motives to a vint-nous lita; in t-bis falling fur belon- t-ho best
of t-be ancients, and ding what lEus in it te give t-e Iuman mer-
sity an csscntixtlly selfishali icter by discounecting oacit man's
feeling of duty frein t-le interes.a ai bis fellen- crcature, excopt se
far as a self-înterested inducornt la offered. to him for censuit-ing
tIen. It is essent-iaily a doctrine ai passiva obodience: zit incul-
cates submnission t-o ai! aut-lorities fonnti establisliod, "ol indeed
are net t-e bo act-ively ebayod -han. t-loy command n-bat religion

orids, lit w1li are nnt tu bo resisted, far lems rebelled .'gainst
fer any amonut et n-rong ta ourselves. .And n-hile, in morality oi
t-be best Pagan nations, duty ta t-be stato bolds, ovon a Ilispropor-
tionato place, infringing on t-ha just liberty oi t-le Individual, in
purcly Christian ct-hics, t-bat grand departinent af duty la scareely
neticed or aclnon-ledgell. It is in t-he o an, net in t-le New
Testament, t-bat wo rua t-be maxim -'«A ruler -lin appoints any,
maxi to an office wne t-lera is lu bis dominion anatler man better'
quahifioti fer it, sins sgainst Goti and against t-le St-t-.'"I

IlWhat litt-le recognition t-he idea ef obligation ta t-le public oh-
tains in mnodern xeralit-v is derivoti fromn Greck and Roan
sources, net Imrm Christ-ian, as even ln t-be xnorliîty ai privato
lite n-batos-e cxiats ofi xngnaninity, high mndeduosa, liersonalI
dingity. oen t-le sense of lî',%nr is derivead frein t-be purely bunian
,net t-ho rclil,*ons part af aur education, aud nriver caulti have
gren ont et a standard ot et-bics in 'wbich tlie only n-rt-b pro-
fessediy reoguized is t-bat ef obedienmo" (Mill on Liberty,

94-97.)
"If n-e open aur o.ycs," says Straima, 91and nre bonest eneugli

t-o avow n-bat t-boy show ns, n-e must acknowledgo tînt t-he cnt-ire
activity and aspiration ai thle civilizeti nations of our t-ime la based
on viewse of lita xdîich run dircctly cnter t-o t-hase eutertained by
C'hrist-" (Tite Olti Feithl and t-ha Noew, p. tb6.

Alt-rngli t-bc New Testamnent contins ne moral toachings t-bat
werh net kniiwn, tanglit aind pnactioed centuries beforo r.nyprit-ian or t-ho book was n-rit-n, and any ofilts cbaracteriatil ec
t-vines aînd littcepta arc pract-ieallyaoWoe for saine t-ino yet wa

sbali bene. that its moral teachiugs clone, arc sufficiont to estabilali
t6 superhumaun. enigin.

The backnoyed statoniont t-lit a work equal in wortli te t-he
Bible oauild net bu producd liv t-h* wisdom of inan i3 a fooliali
etat-oment by wlieever moade. The Old Testament, as beforo ru-
marked, id t-le litoaire of a nation. Tho mani must bu insane,
or fit loast blindod by bigotry, who doclares that a volume ef t-be
sarn aize and oqual -tu it in excellence, coula net bo oilectod frein
modern literature.

B3. P. 'UNIERWOOD.

Tho follawing rofereuco te t-be oldest Freotheught papor ini tle
world is froin t-he apocb ot Mr. B3. F. 'Uidorwoed nt t-ho Iaying of
tho corner-atone et Pàine Hall, Boston:

IlTho aid ahip INvESToATO lian, since, abo wus launched, oxperi-
encod ranch roughivewcth,, and more t-han once have thbe wa'ves of
blgotry and hatred tliruoa d to ovcrwbelm ana destrey lier; but
proudiy and deflantly sho lias kept on lier course, bier colors. tbropgit
îsisho ana storxn, streaming froin its nuthead, with t-he motte
IlUniversal Mental Liberty"-propicey of t-ha future ana hopuoef the
uations-inscribed thcreon."1

Il'Otier banks, Witli commandersans hopeful, with prospects as fair,
have beexi strandcd and wredkad or auddenly sunk and nover boa»
licard of more. Of ail t-he slips of t-he Liberal lino, built a generatioli
ngo, t-ho L<vzsnza&xo is tlio only one tlxat now ridis theo ses.. The
past fewv ye'un suxoother waters and sunuior skies have brouglit out
saveral st.ately slips, additiens ta t-be Liberal Uino, and as t-he dangers
disappear and t-he prospects brigliten, handsome crat frein t-imo to
tie puait eut froin alioro, 6onie sipediy to dmsppear, ethers to rida
thli waves gracefully for nxnny years tu corne wa lie. It mnust bia
vcry ploasauit for tlia aflicers af this vctorsxi slip, laving ssiled se
rnnny voyages alone, avaided by et-ber crafts as a pisgue-ship fillod.
with contagion and deat-li. ta liava t-ho cenxpauy 10w of fino4looking,
fricndly barlis, sailed by genial, gcnt-lennuiy captains anai rnned by
ntelligent anat fricndly crows.",

WeV, -tho voungest ùùip of t-bat lino, hava junst launebed our crnft
upon t-be waves ot publie opinion and spread its canvas t-o t-le
breezo; and w-e saluta with a broadside our cidest sister ship, t-bat
st-i stauneli, st-i soawantliy Boston Ivsfao..'.Junl

'Mis. AriNis Bns.LN-.-It is rumereti t-lut thiis noed Eiiglisi ]ce-
turer, n-la 1 nssociated witli iir. Bradlaugi l cditing the Londan
National lk.former, and -who n-as sentencod with him to imprisontuent
for selling Dr. Xnowlten's pamuphlet, xj 'riit t-lis -ountry befaro
long. Shc woxild bia vcry kîudly wcicona by ibeferas, sud ne do'xbt
list4ied ta with groat picasuro, for lier supenon abilities have placod
ber amoîxg t-ho first Întellctual feinale oratera of t-le tirne.-.-Boatan
Invetigator.

We hope the abovo ruiner wiUl t-un out te bo a fa4, anti t-bat
n-bon t-bat giftcd n-oman dots cross thbe Atlantie aie viii nlot for-
get ta pay Toronto a visit, iwhere sbe would lie meoiexd with a.
beartinesx ainounting to cuthusiasm.-Rd, Journal.

Tho l~foPiospda Jourtal, publisbod at Chicago, anad
01%wotod, t-o t-ho advocacy cf modem Spiritualisin, appùmrs to bo a
nuch intcroet lin oxpohing the frandulent claires and practices

of inadiumdý liko BIlis and t-be Hlme, as in defendîng t-be phil-
osoiîy et w'lclxÎ i l t-li neprezentativo for t-ho West. Its course
li t-Lis respect lias made it many triends, net o-Jy among thbe bot-
ter clsss of qpiritualista, but among t-base wbo axe net Spiritual1-
ists, yet wbo 'webeomo t-li expositre of txickery anid fraud in 'wbat-
or cause t-boy am ecmpl>yod.


