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in God’s kingdom, and interprets, rather than * harvest must come, when what is now sown in
is interpreles by, all the cther workings of the { tears in the bloody battle-feld will, by us or
same law. | by our posterity, be reaped with joy. The
Accordingly, no great benefit has ever come i preseni death of thousands, though vccasioned
to the world, or to nations, without the death ' by the great sin of the world, is, nevertheless
and desolation of famine, pestilence, persecu- | 4 prelude to a resurrection to the world of
tion or war. In looking back along the cen- | future life, social, political, and religious.
turies of history, we can remember none! Iv.  ‘The last ten years bave witnessed several
may seem tc us strange and wmysterious that® great and important wars ; as in the Crimes,
so it should be, but so it has been. In every ! India, Ttaly, aud America. It would be diffi-
case the light has come out of dnrkness—thei cult and presumptuous in us to attempt to
happiness through suffering—the lite through | specify the particular evils which occasioned
death, Mankind reach God’s kingdom of ' those wars; although we might hazard the
good only through * much tribulation.” The | conjectures that the ambition—ecclesiastical
death may indeed belong to sin or its wages; | as well as civil--and despotism of Russia,
but the life i« of God, and his gift. Granting | which threatened to overturn the balance of
that every war is caused by evil somewhere, | power in Europe, had no small share in caus-
and that it is at once its effect and punish- ! ing the Crimean campaign; that our own co-
ment, vet we believe that in the merciful as ! vetousness and rapacity in India, along with
well as the just providence of God, it becomes | the chronic hatred of the heathen to a Chris-
to a large extent its cure; and though, like tian government, had something to do with
every form cf chastisement, it is not * for the ; the rebellion in India; that the tyranny of
present joyous but grievous,” vet “ afterwards | Austris and of the Pope stirred up Italy,
it yields the peaceable fruits of rightevusnes.” | while slavery is confessedly the grand cause
God thus makes man's wrath to praise him ; | of the war raging at present in America.
and the awful power of evil which has not! Those great moments in history which were
originated in him is yet so controlled and | recently so very present to us, are already
directed by him as ta help on thegaad. * G | stealing away into the dimness of the past.
the depths of the riches both of the wisdom | Yet they must ever remain fresh in the me-

and knowledge of God! How unsearchable [ mory of the present genc .. ., who once
are his judgments, and his ways past finding | read with * bated breath” »* -~ sgrams which
out!” told the progress of the deatl. struggle. We

And if the life thus never comes without the | like to pause and recall that Crimean time of
death, so may we feel assured that the aeath | anxiely and sorrow. We canuot forget those
isnever in vain, or never fails to issue in life, | accounts which we read with such intense in-
orin some way or other to contribute to its | terest of that long struggle sustained by 400,-
exitence or growth. Let us not then be | 000 men around the bc%eagueted fortress, and
cruped by the thought that losses in war i within a space hardly ten miles square ;—ar-
have been losses only, without any corres- | tillery roaring night and day for months;
pondng gains, and nothing more than huge ! ahells in ceaseless showers hissing and rush-
hecabmbs offered up to the ambition or pride | ing thiough the sky; trenches aigging; ot-
of mparchies or republics, or results of the i tacking, and defending ; nightly sorties, with
diplonatic blunders and selfish policy of ig- * firing, shouts, and death-strugsgles in the dark-
norantor wicked men. We have toc much | ness; men perishing daily in hundreds from
confidéice in the justice and love of Christ’s ; cold, disease, agonizing wounds, or the sud-
reign 8 helieve this. Never would he permit ! den crash of shot or shell. We remember
the blod of many noble hearts to be shed, nor | the days of more than ordinary peril and more
»0 man sacrifices to be made hy Christian fa- | wide-spread calamity—days of hurricane, when
milies, nless, through this same death, he was | navies were sunk, or of fierce onset against,
to givelife more ahundantly to the world. ! the fortress, when armies seemed to march
"I'he losss from war have been tremendous in | forward for hours, amidst the hell of turmoil

i

our ownlay in Europe, India, and America; : and carnage, into some unseen and unknown
but we iy surely be permitted to believe, | dread bourne from whence no soldier return-
to believ that tne gain to human liberty, to|ed. Who can forget the crowds of sufferers
religion, nd to the spread of the gospel, will | who streamed from the shores of the Crimen
be propoionate. ‘The funeral has been large. | to add to the horrors of the already over-
‘The civiled world has followed the biers of | crowded hospitals or the graves which were
the warrits who fell, and millions have drop- | ever digging round their walls? Or whocan
ped tearspto their graves ; but the civilized | forget the messengers of woe which every day
world wilknjoy the legacy which they have ! left the seat of war and visited Europe, knock-
left behind The bencfits that are to accrue | ing at the doors of ten thousand homes, tell-
to mankinifrom war mev possibly, and for | ing children that they were orphans, wives
a time, be nseen, but our faith in God’s go- | that they were widows, parents that the pride
vernment, 1d the experience gathered from ) of their heart was laid low, sisters that their
the hist..ry ! the world, assure us, that though | brotters were killed, and a large circle of
a winter ofvitter cold and wild storm-blast | friends and neighbeurs that old familiar faces
may intervee before the harvest, yet that a | should be aeen no more!




