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time that wouid suit the convenience of
the footbailers.

M.Nr. Brown couid not let the matter rest
there, and made a representation to the
Commander-in-chief, who gave bis very
carefal consideration, and lu his reply
stated thot while he dloes not approve of
matches on Sunday, lie is noV prepared to
prohibit themi altoge Lher, yet these amuse-
ments wili be entirely prohibited when
they are liable to disturb conigregations
during the hours of public worship."1

TFLB OREED 0F THE STUNDISTS.

The Stundists, who since 1870 have been
the speciai object of persecution by the
orthodox Ohurch of Russia, are an evan-
gelical and Protestant Ohurch with re-
formed tendencies. Iu the Lord's Supper
they see only a memoriai feast, and most
of them rejecV infant baptism, ln fact, noù
a few of them. will have nothing Vo do with
the Sacraments ab ail. Their ahl-i-ahl la
the Bible, which they read and stady niost
diligently, both at home and ln their
meeVings. Since 186-4 they have published
the N~ew Testament in a pocket edition,
and this la to be found in everybody's pos-
session.

They are noV sk,-illed Vheologians, and as
a consequence indulge in some religions
peculiarities. They refuse Vo Vake part in
war, and regard the taking of interest as
sin.

They are aiso noV satiefied wiVh the
existing agrarian property laws, aud un-
doubtedly their ideas in this regard fur-
nlsh the authorities with the basis for con-
siderlng the Stundista in the light of a
conimunistie or even an an archistie sect.

And yet the Czar bas no subjects s0
industrious, so moral, so order-iovlng and
peacefu7u as are the*Stundists. They are
uoted for their cleanliness, honesty and
temperance. From the very outset they
have banished that curse of the Russian
peasant--iitoxicating liquors.

The Stundists have no common Confes-
sion of Faith. They ackcnowldge on]y Vhe
Bible, in Vhe interpretation of which, how-
ever, they do flot entirely agres. They
aiso have a fixed organization. In accord-
ance 'with the Bibical precedent, Vhey
have preabyters aad eiders at the head of
their conigregations, for 'whicb offces t.hey
select older and zxperienced mnen. These
take Vhe leadl in public services and offici-
ate at. marriages and funerals.

Aithougli iot theologlcally educated,
they are expected to be thoroughly at
home in the Seriptures. These officers,
too, are enjoined to visit the congregation
and furtiier the unity of the Spirit. Sali-
ordinate to them are the deacons, usually
active young men, who occasionally take
the place of the elders iii the conduet of
public worship. They also keep the

r records of the congregations, and look
to the needs of the young and of the sichr.
Naturally, these eiders and deacons do not
constitute a clerical order-, but they labor
with their bands, and serve in the congre-
gation with out any remun eration:'

This organization has been seriously dis-
turbed by the persecations of recent years
as the Russian State and Churcli authori-
ties aimed their b]ows first and foreniosý
at the leaders of the Stuiidists.

The publie services of the Stundists are
unique. They have no regular churches,
but worship üa some hall or general]y in
the largest room of some private bouse.
At one end tiiere is a table and a chair for
the eider.

When the inezbers enter they salute
each other with the k-iss of fraternal love.
Wonien and men sit apart. Then a hymn
is sang, and it is claimed by those who
have attended that the singing of the
Stundista la especially good. Some of the
hymns have been translated into E nglisb.
After the hymn, the eider reads a chapter
ont of the Bible and esplains it, anid each
one present is privileged to, malte xe-
marks.

The women, in compliance 'with St.
Paulis injunction, are required to lie silent
auditors. They, bowever, are allowed to
pray in public, which la al-ways done iii a
kneeling posture. The services are closed
with the Lord's Prayer.

Very significant la the Stundist order of
marriage. The parents of the bride and
bridegroom present the coupld to the
eider. The bride is first asked if she
wishes Vo enter the estate of holy matri-
mony with this young nian, and ifshe loves
hlm, and if sue is taking this step of ber
own free 'wili and under no compulsion,
not even thnt of ber parents. «When Vue
bridegroom has anqwercd similar ques-
tions, a hymn is sung and a prayer is
sloken. Then the eider tells the couple to
embrace each other and to grasp the right
hands. This enas the ceremony. 0f
course Vhs cereinony la noV rccognized by
the law of Russia, as onl1Y the Russiail
Ohm-rch can legally perforni the nîarriage
ceremony.-Prof. G. Godet.
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