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THE "PLAN OF STUDY."

Topie for Week Beginuing Jiuie l7tli.

How We Got Our English Bible.

Literature.

"How We Got Our B3ible," by J. Patter-
son Smiythi; 35 cents.

"Our Bible: XVhere Diti We Get It," by
liev. Charles Leach, D.D., in Colportage Li-
brary; 15 cents.

Ail our young people shouiti reati the fas-
einating anti comprehiensive story of the
Bible, from the time of the Aposties to tuiai
0f our Authorizedi English Version, wvrittcn
by Rev. A. S. Morton, B. D., of Fairville,
St. John. 1Mx'. Morton bas matie a speclil
study of the Reformation perioti o£ Churcli
hlstory, anti this contribution wiil place the
young People of the Church unde- a delbt
of gr'atitude to lii. '%r. iMorton's article
gilves the best division of the subjeet, anti
suggests topics for papers that may be read
at the meeting.

HOW WB GOT OUR ENGLISU BIBLE.

By Rev. A. S. Morton, B.D.

I. 110w We Came to Get the Bible.

When a ship is out under leaden skies,
on the pathiess stretch of the ocean, no
landmnarc on its horizon, it must steer by
its compass, but if there is to be safety be-
fore the ship puts to sea, that compass It-
wdii ub iie ut-d, natubi be set by a triw
conil)ass. So man, tr'avelling often under
Itaden skzies ovex' life's pathless stretdli, no
Ian<lnarlz ou his ciark horizon, is tiriven to
sieer bis course by his conscience, but if
there is to be safety the conscience itself
miust be tested, inust be set by a truce, an
ideal conscience.

This the first Christian found i theUi liv-
in-g personage of flesli and blooti whom they
lincev as Jesus the M,\aster,. His word andi
example were the test of their life. His
"Vex'ily 1 say unto you," fixed the truth for
theni. He was tLie Liglit of thieir iight, the
Conscience of tlieir consciences.

Whcen Jesus was ascended who became the
visible test 0f men's consciences? None
otiier than those disciples whomn Jesus hati
by special choice anti careful teaching
brouglit to a truc insighit into the meaning
andi purpose of his life. These men becan3e
the Court of Appeal to the early churdli-
as for example when the chnrel at Antioch
sent to thein concerning circumièision-and
iyiasmuch as they were aclknowledgcdIly eii-
(Iliet with the Lord's spirit anti couiti say
whvlat H1e would say, they became the con-
science of men's consciences. But

"Time, likze an ever-roliing streami,
Bears all its sons away."

And soon through persecution and death
the early apostles and such as coulti speak

authorltatlvely concerning Jesus were belng
lost to the Church. There wvas need-lest
the story of Jesus, love siould become a
niytb, wvrapped ln uiicertaintles-to Put ail
that men linew or feit It necessary to Icnowv
of it in black and wvhite on the parehment
page that would neyer die. So Mark wrote
wvhat Peter coulti tell hlmi; Matthewv gathered
togetiier the sayings of Jesus. Luke inter-
,và:twed the eye-witnesses. Anti John told in
iovlng accents the scenes ani words hie re-
memibered so weill.

Their wrviitiings-tlie four Gospels-along
*vitl sundry letters and papers written by
the aî'ostles on the practical problems of
the chutrch of the day, added to the Old
T1esLiùiàtL, wvnich li ~aiiafLns L.ave aiwayýs
reverencc(i as preparing the way of tihe
Lord, becanie, under the naie of the Scrlp-
turcs, the court of appeal in ail perpiexities;
the conscience of consciences to the ear]y
churchi They were not the jealously
guutrded treasure 0f the learneti few, but
were translated fromn the original Hebrew
or Greeki into the living tongues of the day
-Latin, Syriac, Egyptian, Ethiopie, Armen-
ian anti Gothic. Thus fromn the borders of
the East to the gateways of the West every
Christian coulti find the character and tbe
ideais of Christ and the story of his love
tolti in the Uines that hie couid read and
by the tongue that was music to his ears.

Il. I-Iow the Clîurch Lost the Seriptures.

'l'le hcginning of the ioss of the Scrip-
turcs nîay be said to be the great split 0f
the Catholic Cliurch Into the Greek Catholle
in the East, anti the Roman Catholie ln the
West. On the one side ail the churches
with. the different translations stood to-
gether. On the other, ail those churches
i the older provinces of the -Roman Empire

hch spoke the one Latin tongue
wcre grouped together in whiat be-

camne one compact s'ystem, under
the naine of the Roman Catholie
Church. In this church men knew but one
Bible- the Vulg-ate-mn the Latin tongue:
thcY had but one style of worship or rituai,
also in the Latin tongue, and but one sys-
te-m of canon or church ]aw, and that agalil
la the Latin tongue.

The )oIicY Of the leaders of this church
includeti a grand missionary labor among
the heathen peoples of Great Britain and
Germiany-but they diti fot go to them as
we do to the *heathen of India adChina,
With a translation of Seripture into a Ian-
guage that these people eauLl un(lerStand.
They went to convert the heathen with thieir
Latin B3ible, Latin Ritual, anti Latin Church
Law. The inevitable resuit 'vas thiat the
peole remaineti, not so inuchi ignorant of
G 'od's Word, for the priests did teach thern,
)ut ignorant of GodI's Word as the standard
of their life-tie conscience of their con-
sciences. The rulle of their life now was
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