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th at it %vas already miaintaining itself with difiiculty iii its Iast unnmolested
retreat. 'l'le %vinter there wvas severe, and at that season the sea-cow
hecaine so thin that every bone %vas clearly visible. It aî,pears by nature
to liave been intended for sonme less rigorous climiate, but fromi ail such
places it liad already been driven by man and other pi edaceous animais.
Thus it provcd easy to exting,,uishi the survivors of this interesting and
ancient but nearly effete race, and %vithout any, intention or Izino%-
ledge of Nvlat they wvere about, this extinction %vas acconiplshied by the
ignorant Russian traders.

In 1755, jakovlev, a n-inin" engineer who was sent to report on
the occurrence of copper on Copper Island, noted that the sea-cow
had, already disappeared froni that island, and accordingl to the best
information, the last of tic race %vas killed on Behring Island, (iw'hich
fromi the first knowledgc had l)een iLs chief haunt) about the year

1768. Nordenskjold wvho visited Behring island in 1879, thought
lie hiad ascertained frorn enquiry amiong the Mleut people there
that a single specinmen of the sea-cow wvas scen on the coast as lately as
i85.4,* but Stcjnejer, who visitcd tlie isiand more recently and who
re-examined the saine mcin witli wliom Nordenskjold liad spoken, bas
siiown that tliis ivas probably aý, miistake. -F

1'lus it lial)pens, tiîat at the preseni. day Stellcr's sea-cow, instead
of browvsing still upon the kellp along the shiores of Behîring Island, is
known to science only by its bones. When NordenskjoId visited the
island lie miade a speciai search for reniains of the sea-cow and founld
that the bones were occasionally discovered by the natives along the
shiores, generally in a lowv sandy tract slightly above the preseîît liiglî-
wvater nmark. )3y .prodding in this sandy ground with iron instrurnenis
the presence of the buricd bones nîighit be detected, and in this way lie
sccured enougli to rnake up a neariy complete skcleton. Since that
tinie otiier skeletons have l)een collected aîîd a certain number of
detachied skulls, and there cati be no doubt that more will be found
froni imie to timie.
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