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A CHEAP CASE FOR SMALL MUSEUNS.

By HâAî.u 1- SuiTu.
Geological Survey, Ottaw&

For many years we have beard coumplaints from museum
curators and others interested ini museums. that there was flot
sufficient, mooey available for the purchase of spormens, thc
erection of a deired building. and thc uiaking of cases. It is
truc this compla-nt was flot always, thoagh often, made as a sort
M apology fortheclackom Maangement and labeling. the presence
of dirt. and thc failure of tht museui to be useful to the com-
munity. Or even intcresting ta the average visitor. SOMe mu-seums spcud for speciumn thousands of dollars annuali . formanv yes in sucsin while ibeir exhtibition halls Iack suf-
ficieut labels of aU kinds. and especiahly the general divisional
labels and case Labels which are among the f=i needed to, make
a museumi useful to the public. It is bite paying 85-00 for a
volume and not reading it when it mers better to buy a five cent

book ta read- It is known by actual experience that a few
hundred dollar invested im luinher. stain and the services of a
paunter vil remove this main stigma of faulty labelling from a
faidy large muscum. After al, a museu had better be with-
OUI many specmns than ta lic lacking ini esmeutial labels One
specimen. sucb as a diamond or an elphant may cost more than
thousands of equaily instructive .pecuns. sucb as a picce of
coal or a Icernel of coula. and wdl actualiy use up funds needed ta
completeiy label a large part of a great museum or an etr
small enc. Many institutions waste years in dicsigwhat
cr, and weigbt aocaf oad or otuer nuaterial is to, be used
for labels. and many years pasn before any exhtibit is, adeqately
labed; it would be better ta, attach labels-either written in
Ionghand. or bv typeviter. so that the pres=n generation may
get utsmefu service from the exhibit. Sncb tentative labels
nay be replaced whenevoe a better kind is decided upon.

Waiting for a fire-proof. or permanent, or lger building
is Ceotany a vaste of turne. 1 once knew of a professas wbo
conuplainicd that lic could not teach a number of interested
students because lic had no chuss rom but 1 believe 1 can recail
hearing Mf certain great teachers Mf antiquity, who taught their
dfisciples by the road side. wîthout eituer clams room or1 plameto
lay their heads. and this idea also applies, to m&u1suins, ate
ail. the whole out-of-doors is the best meum. A corner in
every scbool-house may be a museum; a nook in evu y Board
Mf Trade building may serve the sam purpose: emn the Sunday
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