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NATURE STUDY-No. 111.

(The foilowing in the conchadiog uummary of Dr. S. B. Sinclair's lecture on
"Nature Study ini Amnerican Unaversities," delivered to the Club on Februasy

soth. A fi&) report is gaven in the May and June numbers of the Ediacational
3lonthly of Toronto.)

It may be said that experimentation and investigation have
established the following general principles regarding Nature
Study.

i. Nature Study should flot be coosidered the be ail and ed
ail of education. The humanities and mathematics niust always
be prominent subjects ie a rationally constructed'school curriculum.
It is probable, however, that w;th wiser selection of subject matter
and method le every departmeut, botter results will be secured
with iess expenditure of tinte and euergy tItan formerly, aud that
the introduction of Nature Study will not prove an additions!
burden to the student.

2. Nature Study shouid have a place in the. curriculum of
every grade in every elementary school. The work in early years
should conslst of that cotnparatively spontaneous, noe-tochnical
sud undifeéreutiated study of surrouedings which develops in lator
11f. ioto a sclentiic study of Nature with a defluite probîcun and by
careful and accurato laboratory metbods.

3. The aint of sucIt study in the elementary achool is not so
much information as character. Thic purposo is Dot at the
beginning to furnish a scientific laboratory traiuiug or to OU1 the
oued with scientific tacts. but to develope an attitude--a power of
iaterpretation and appreciation of Nature and also a power of self-
expression, which wial enable the child t.' gain botter control of
hiiseif sud of bis surrouadings, to, live a fuller 1Mf aud to bu of
greater service lu society than ho otherwiso would be.

4. la the seloction of materials snd methods, t"! sat should
be kopt in view. For examplo, the study of the vaioms procossos
by whldrn the. wool of tii. sbep is worked up loto clotb, is usuaily
of groawo value admatoiy to tho city child thas to, the cou"tr
chld, ulmo may alredy bu firly famuhar with the. (acta. Thus, it
la iumhbIàe te lay dowo a doliait. course of study wblch wll bu

should bu closly related to, tii. problems et chlld 11f expoluc
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