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BST. LUKE'5 s ccuRAcY.

0f St. Luke's minute aceuracy I pro-
ced to give a wvell-kcnowvn instance,
which, 1 wouid preface by a parallel
example, iilustrative of the apparent
contradlictions so constaatly to be met
with in ordinary history. The medals.
struck for the coronation of Louis XIV.
gave a different day lrom that wvhiclî
all contemnporary historians agrec ini
fix'ing for the date of that event. 0f
ail these ivriters one onIy lias noticed a
circumistancc whioh. accouats f'or this
discrepa-nce; for lie alone mentions that
the coronation had beca appoiated to
take place on the day given hy the
mnedals, whichi Nvere accordingiy pre-
pared, bat that eircumstaace caused a
delay tili the date assîgned by tic his-
torians. Notliing can Uc more simple
than this; aad yet in a thousand years,
had no sudh explanation been given,
antiquarians would liave* been sadly
perplexed ia tlîcir efforts to recoacile
the contradiction.

Let us now turn to the parallel case
Ia the acts of tic Aposties. St. Luke,
in the thirteentli cliapter, gives the titie
of Proconsul to tic Goveraor of Cyprus.
In the division, hiowevecr, of the Ilonian
Empire by Auigustus, this îsland liad
bcen reservcd for lus own jurisdiction;
aed consequeuitly its Governor mnust
have borne the rank of Procurator;
thiat of Proconsul being appropriated to
thiose wvho ruled the provinces, ivhichi
thc Emperor lîad ceded to the senate.
The tubl lîcre assigned by St. Luke to
Sergius Paulus, liad for a long- time
perplexed comunentators, w'vho kncw not
how to recoacile the statement of the
Sacred Iiistorian with the assumed facts
of the case. Some coins, hiowever,
were found, beariag the efllgy of the

Emperor Claudins, and in the centre Of
the reverse occurs the word Kuprion,
wlîile the surrounding Iegcnd gives the
titie in question of Proconsul to an in-
dividual whio must have been tic imme-
diate successor or liredecessor of Scr-
gius Paulus.

Ina îddition to this evidence, a pas-
sage lias been pointed out in the
writingrs of Ujo Cassius, lîlo mentions
that Augustus, subsequently to his ori-
ginal settlieet, hiad changed Cypius
aad Gallia INarbonensis into Senatorial
provinces; tie historian addiig, asxvitli
the desiga of establishing St. Lukie's
accuracy, IlAnd so it came to pass that
Proconsuls begai to be sent to these
nations also.' lIad the writings of Dio
Cassius 1prislhed ainid the -%reck of
ancient literature and the coinîs alluded
to itever beenl found, tve should uques-
tioaably have seen tlîis hiypothetical
blunder of tue inspircd historian fore-
niost ainong the array of cases addiace.d
by such writers as Struss.

Is not the Christian apologist, there-
fore, fully justified in deprecatin g the
precipitance of criticism ? Bias lie not
ample grounds fur maintaining thiat
difliculties, such as those which we hv
considered, arise fromi our ignorance of
the whole of the case; and that wcv have
good reason to expeet they eventually
'viii disappear as similar evidence ac-
cumulates.

Pitop. LEE.

THE EA&RNEST STRiFE.

Luuu. xiii 24.-"l Strive to enter ia at
the strait gate; for many 1 say unto youl
will seek to enter in, and shial not bc
able."

lloiv is this sentiment to be reconciied
witli those passages wlîich declare that
if we seck we shall fiad ? TUe usual


