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The meeting was opened with devotional, exercises. After hearing the reports
of the joint cornmittees on care of premises and new building, and of the
expert called in to give an opinion on the sùbject, it was decided to request
the architeot to prepare plane and ask for tenders for renovating the build-
ing, to be submitted to !tLe joint Boards, and that the inattor be remittedl
to the joint Committee, and further action taken through that Committee.

The meeting expressed its thanks to the expert, Mr. Withrow, and was
closed wîth prayer, led by the Rev. W. S. Blackstock.

The usual month]y meeting of the Board was held on Tuesday, the 2lst
July, the Hlon. Win. MoMaster in the chair. Devotional exercises were con-
ducted by the 11ev. J. M. Cameron and 11ev. Dr. Rose. The business was
entirely of a routine character. The meeting ivas &iosed by the 11ev. John
Burton, Who led in prayer.

A joint meeting of the Directors of the U. C. Bible and Tract Societies
wsheld on Tuesday, the 3rd September; thé 11ev. Dr. Gregg in the chair.

JThe meeting was opened with devotional exer6ises.
The report of the joint Coinmittees on care of preinises and nèew building

was read, and their action approved in going beyond their instructions, by
obtaining plans and tenders, not only for reiîovating the present building,
but also for erecting a new one, which plans and tenders were subinitted.

In view of the fact that a new building would cost only some 83,500 more

Ithan renovating the old one, it was resolved to pull down the present build-
ing and ereet a new one, in accordance with the plans and specifications sub-
mitted by Messrs. Gordon & Helliwell.

AIfter.-appointing, Building and Finance Comnîittees, the meeting ivas closedl
with prayer by the Roev. Dr. Gregg.
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ITALY.

Two great events have infiuenced the work in Italy siuxce te date of the
last rcport-the great National E1,xhibition at Turin and the outbreak of
choIera. To these may be added in a less dcgree of importance the Italian

jexpedition to the R1ed Sea.
The 1'Great Exhibition " was an 1' undoubted success." It wasR visited by

jthree millions of people, and but for flie outbreak of choiera, wouid have
been visited by many more. As a dispiay of what Italy could produce il was

j a splendid record of rcsources and of progress in the use of Vien), but IN1r.
M1eile depiores the entire absence throughiout the proceedings of any rccog-
nition of God.

"A nation, lie says. 'i "6whiclî forgets Godin prosperity is notlikcly tomeet
disasters with digrnity and courage. This is, no doubt, the reasonl which cx-
plains tîte unprecedentcd fear whiclî seemied to take possession of alniost
everyone in Italy as soon as ch oiera wýas hecard of in the Southt of France, aina
which increased, az, in spite of ail precautions taken, it broke out also hiere
and there in the Peninsula. During former cpide-iics, wvhicli I wcil renieni-
ber, uaothing of the kind hadl ever been seen. The Italian Governmnent tnok
up this timie quite a nie.w lino of conduct, and instituted cordous .saniis


