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the secular power to be burned at the stake gave a inisleading ap-
pearance of impartiality to the proceedings. As a matter of fact tic
proof adduced at these sittings of any of the allegations of grave ini-
port contained in the "Act of Accusation", is strikingly insufficient.
And notwithstanding this lack of proof, the Bishop of Beauvais who
instituted the proceedings at the request of the Kirng of E-ngla-nd,
asserted at the commencement that the nîaid's offences against re-
ligion and morality were even the subjcct of cominion public runior.
(Briefly these- wcre divination and sorcery, clainiing to have hiad re-
velations throughi Saints who spoke to hier and whoni she saw,
consequent blasplierny, wearing a mnan's dress, disobedience to the
Churcli and .shiedding hunan blood iii war.)

This assertion could only he justified on the assumption that
Uie MNaid of Orleans ivas a notoriously bad ivom an, w'anting in aill
Uic virtues afterwards attributed to, her on oatb during the process
of lier Reliabilitation, by a great niany wvlo were very intimate wvith
lier.

A disrcgard of the other side of the q1uestion is inanifest
tlirougliout aIl the examinations of the accused pr:eceding the sen-
tence of lier condemination. WXas it tîxat her judges ivere blinded
ly zeal for tîxe externmination of hiercsy? Unhappily for their inen-
ory tiiere are mnany indications to point to, the fact that tlîis was flot
tlîe cause of thecir senîing so persistently blind to the virtues of the
ïMaid of Orleanîs. At thie outset tlîe Bislîop of Beauvais found no
use for the evidence of lier cliaracter obtain-ed, at lus oîvn rcquest,
at lier birfli place, Domircny, although it is evident that lie xvould
have gladly used it if it liad in any w'ay rcflected uinfavourably upon
lier instead of reprcscniting lier as a paragon of virtue.

The inquiry as to the Maid's life at Domrcmiy wvas ordercd by
the l3ishl iii January, 1431, tlîe trial or Process ex-officio, %vliich
included six public and nine private exaîwinations of the accuseil,
began on tlîe 2ist of Fcbruary following and ended on the 26tli of
itarch w~lîen the "<Act of Accusation" rnultiplying eachi offence 1w
its repetition, use of prolix ternis like legal phirascology, and other-
wvise, and consisting of "Sevcnity Articles" was drawn up. On tlîe
next day, the 27th' Of Mardi the «"Process iii Ordina-ry" begaii with
tlîe reading of tlie "Scventy Articles", upon ecd of wliicli tie ar-
cused wvas exaniined. On tHue 24t1i Of M%1ay, 1431, slie wvas condenin-
cd to perpetuial i nprison nient, lier so called Act of Abjuration liav-
ing iii the nîcantime savcd lier from excomnmunication and deatlî.
It rniay rcasongblly bc surmised that the difficulty of ohtaining proof


