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and Prof. 1-orrig-an, openied the eveiiing,'s progrramime. The
President, Mr. J. T. XVarnock, 'oi, then miade a shiort address of
welcome, concludling bý introducing the first speaker for the
aflirrnative, Mr. A. P. Donne]>', 'ox, whlose wvords wvere in part
as follow.s

ilZr. Chai rmlaf, .1fessrs. Judgces, Ladies anzd Gent/lemen

"'<'le subject for debate this evening requires no tengthyv
introduction. ht is flot a iîew policy, this nationalizing the rail-
wavs ;it bas been reducecl to systeni by European andl Asiatic

govrnmntsand lias attained for thiem thenationaI and econoniical
encls whicli an ellicient raiIvay shiould serve. Thiat it bas flot been
adoptcd on thi-s continent is, a tribute radier to the conservatismi of
our governmiients than to ille progressiveness of their policies.

''le fundaniental priiiciplc tiponi whichi the resolution before
us rests is that the ivelfare of a people can be pronioted better by

a gternncnt epreentig teir interests and legislating for thern
geîrl'than hy a private company whose priniary object is

privatte gain. Following this is a companion principle that as the
people are source of wealth, if there are any revenues arising f rom
ille traffic ;indc travel incident to national life, the xv-lîole people
have the first riglit to those reue.And mark well that I accept
botli ternis of the resolutioni--owniership andl conitrol-%,. hichi are
correlative, for a g-overnmnent cannot effectively control railways
owvnect and operated by private companies. These principles are
applied to-day by our municipal gov'ernmnents thiat find it profitable
for purposes both of accommodation and economy to provide thecir
own --as plants, their wvater suppl-ies and zlheir strect railways.
Considerations likce these give a pertinence to hlie question at issue
recent events ini railw;iv cir<Jes of the United States give it

Now even if Ilhe operation of ratil,.'ays by priv'ate conîpanies
%vere -s.tistctory to peoples %vliose goverinents favor tuit policy,
and if those railiva s côinforiiccl to the national ends to wvhich
rail-ways should conform, the second principle wvould still be
involved ini this that if ---overiiiients can conduct railway's on as
good base-, as can private conipanies, thiey still -,ltoultl nationalize
theni for purposes of revenue. But, Sir, 1 hold thiat the system of


