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listen to a word. Waving his band as lie wvheeled a ylie ex-
clainied "Let mie hiear wh'en I awake that the traitor lias paid
the forféit of bis crimie !-"

On)i die evening of the day wvben Ney wvas sentenced to be shot,
the king held a* reception, to which WVellington wvas invited. He
xvent to the palace iiîtending to ask Louis to spare tl)e life of Ney,
but the kinig suspected blis pur-pose, and just before Wellington
reachied imii, die Couint of Artois-wvho afterivards reigned as Chias.
X-darted betwTeen \Velington and bis niajesty, as if afraid that
the duke wisbied to asassinate the king. It 'vas a fitting task for
the pusillaninious prince wvbo, in 1 796, wlben nearly a quarter of
France rose inIihis favor, lî.-.d not tbe courage to land and place
himnself at the liead of thie insurgents, Nvhom lie basely left .to the
vengeance of the republicans.

At thie very miomeznt of this interfcrcnce, the king deliberately
turnied biis back upon Welingiton, in the uîresence of the w'hole court,
and i the flost miarked and offensive mannet. 'l'lie duke, who felt
this insult keenly, turned to tie courtiers, and said:

XTou forget thiat I cornmanded tlîe arniiies wvhich put your king
on biis throne. I will neyer again enter tie royal presence."

Nor did lie, until the Counit of Artoi. called upon himi, and beggedA
inii, almost on blis knees, to return to tlie court.

At a conclave of the royal family it was decided to basten the
executioïî, and to liave t!,e mnarslial slhot at or about five o'clock
the followvingy morning. The B3ourbons could not, dared flot, at-
temnpt to carry out the sentence of the lawv according to the forins
of lawv. The government did not venture to let the troops or the
people face the marshal. On tie 7 th of Decemiber a picket of
sixty veterans wvas drawn Up at thc place of execution, at 5 a.m.,
but the marshîat was brouglit to the spot four lîours anxd twenty
minu tes later. Contrary to, the tisuial custom, the soldiers loaded
their owxî guns. Ail ofllcer advanced to bandage Ney's eyes, but
was stopped by the l)roud interrogation, "lAre you ignlorant tlîat for
twventy-five years I hlave been accustomned to face bothi balîs and
bullets ?

Ney cautioned thie soldiers not to ire until lie put bis biand upon
bis heart; Therm, with a firni voice, lie gave the cornmand: "lSol-
diers,.straigbit to the heart-fire ! " siriking his hand on bis heart as
the last word wvas uttered.

A sinîgle report wvas beard. Ney fell as if struck %vithi a t1btînder-
boit, without a convulsiôn and without a sigh.


